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Commander’s Comments — Michael Anthony 
     November is here; and along with falling leaves, cold nights and sunny days, comes thoughts of the end-of-year holidays, 
beginning with Thanksgiving. For many people, Thanksgiving is a time to gather with family and eat a lot of delicious food, 
perhaps enjoy one (or several) strong drinks, and watch football. People are thankful for so many things in their lives, and 
often express these things during the Thanksgiving meal. As the Son of a Confederate Veteran, I am thankful for my past 
and my present. In the past, I had an ancestor who was willing to leave his home, family, and farm; and perhaps even life on 
Earth, to fight for Constitutional Liberty, States’ Rights, and the preservation of home. In the present, I am thankful for my 
Confederate brothers who also had brave ancestors and who recognize like I do, that it is my mission to venerate and honor 
my Confederate ancestors.  
     November is a special month for the Benjamin G Humphreys Camp, as we welcome not one, but two, new members! It is 
rare for a Camp to get two new members at the same time, so this is a momentous cause for celebration. During our month-
ly meeting on Saturday, November 9, I will have the honor of inaugurating David Floyd into our Camp and we all will wel-
come him as the first truly new member of our Camp; meaning, not a member who rejoined our Camp or transferred from 
another Camp, in five years. We will also recognize Mark Hathaway, who was inaugurated during the October meeting and 
will welcome Junior Stillman back into our Camp. These men recognize that honoring their ancestors and preserving and 
promoting their Confederate heritage is worth doing. They understand that Confederate history is American history, and they 
are willing to confront the forces of ignorance and hate that want to defame, deny, and destroy Confederate history and herit-
age. Thank you men for your willingness to take the Oath to Live the Charge. 
     The Benjamin G Humphreys Camp’s Annual Lee-Jackson Memorial Banquet is Saturday, January 11 2025. This is the 
Camp’s most important annual meeting and it is important that all Camp members come to see each other, enjoy learning 
about Confederate heritage and history, and share in their honor and reverence for their ancestor. Our speaker will be the 
Mississippi Division Lieutenant Commander Forrest Dawes, who is a very well known speaker of Confederate Monuments 
and Monument preservation. The Lee-Jackson Banquet is also the major fundraiser for the Order of the Confederate Rose 
because they host a silent auction featuring Confederate themed items donated for the auction. Please consider donating 
any Confederate themed items to the auction and then bid on somebody else’s donation at the auction, so the Order of the 
Confederate Rose wins twice. The ladies of the Order of the Confederate Rose are the best friends of the men of the Benja-
min G Humphreys Camp, so please remember to help these wonderful ladies during their auction.  
     Thank you for taking your time to read this edition of “Commander’s Comments” and for your interest in the Benjamin G 
Humphreys Camp and the Sons of Confederate Veterans. Your interest and willingness to Live the Charge will preserve the 
honor and dignity of our Confederate ancestors and the Cause for Which They Stood in perpetuity. Enjoy your Thanksgiving 
holiday, and remember to thank your ancestor for his service in the Armed Forces of the Confederate States of America.  
Deo Vindice.   
 

From the Chaplain’s pen… Earl McCown 
Skeletons in the Closet 

     Genealogy is a popular pursuit of many people. People love finding out details about their ancestors. Sometimes they find 
more than they anticipated. They may find some skeletons in the family closet.some of our ancestors may have been un-
seemly characters. 
     Do you know there are some unseemly characters in Jesus’ family line? (Read Matthew 1:1-17). You probably haven’t 
heard many sermons preached from the genealogies. When you read the Bible you probably wonder why they are even in 
the Bible. But there is not a wasted word in God’s Word. God included the ancestors for a reason. I like to read them and 
look at the questionable people in Jesus’ genealogy and maybe see why God included them. 
     There are surely skeletons in the closet. There are some interesting names included in the genealogy of Jesus. First, 
there are names of women and these women are Gentiles. Women didn’t normally appear in Hebrew genealogies. But, God 
had them included here for some reason. 
First, there was Tamar (Genesis 38:24-26). She made herself a prostitute and he customer was her father-in-law. She was-
n’t exactly a person you’d expect to find in the lineage of Jesus Christ. But, God had her there for a purpose. Second. There 
was Rahab (Joshua 2). Another prostitute. Not only do we find her in Matthew 1, but also in the Hall of Faith of Hebrews 11. 
God has her here for a purpose. Third, we find Ruth, another foreigner. A twice married lady and King David’s great grand-
mother. God has her here for a purpose. Let’s not forget Bathsheba (2 Samuel 11:3). A lady with loose morals, to say the 
least. She got pregnant by King David while she was still married to another man. God has her here for a purpose. These 
women are all questionable characters. What do you think God’s purpose of having them here in the genealogy of Jesus is? 
     Purpose 1. To show us the providence of God. [“Providence is God’s control of circumstances so that His will and His 
purposes are fulfilled.” - Warren Wiersby]. God is in control. He does not condone sin. But, He does make sure His will pre-
vails and His purposes are fulfilled. Even sin and evil can’t stop God from carrying out His plan. 
     Purpose 2. To show us the faithfulness of God. God had promised Israel to raise up a King in the line of David. Israel’s 
hope was in the Messiah God had promised. They were looking for a deliverer. God was true to His Word, He did bring the 
Messiah. He not only came to deliver the Jews but everyone who would turn to Him. Even in the worst of circumstances, 
God is true to His Word. These ladies we’ve looked at would not be our choices to bring about the birth of Jesus, but God is 
faithful. 
     Purpose 3. To show us the grace of God. The Jews didn’t deserve a Messiah at all. At one time, they were worshiping 
false gods. Abraham and David were sinners. Abraham lied twice about his wife, bringing shame on himself, his wife, and 
his God. David committed adultery, killed many men, had Uriah, Bathsheba’s husband killed, and he was a terrible father. 
And yet, God had grace. The Jews didn’t deserve a deliverer at all. But God’s grace was with them all throughout the thou-
sands of years. God added Tamar’s son, Perez to the line of Judah. God’s grace made Rahab the great-great-grandmother 
of David. God’s grace gave Ruth a godly husband and brought Obed, Jesse, and David. God’s grace made Bathsheba the 
mother of Solomon. 
     Are you in need of the providence, faithfulness, and grace of God? It’s all still available to you today. 
      It is available for the Christian. God is still at work in your life. He is still faithful to His promises to you, and He still offers 
grace in forgiveness. It is available for the non-Christian as well. God can be working in your life to day. After all, He came to 
“seek and save the lost.” He promises that He will save all who repent and turn to Him. His promises are true and unfailing. 
He offers His grace to you to day. May God bless you all! 
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Lee/Jackson Banquet—
January 11, 2025 

      
     Lets make plans to attend our annual Lee/
Jackson Banquet at the First Presbyterian 
Church Fellowship Hall.  Our guest speaker 
will be MS Division Lt. Commander Forrest 
Daws.  The ladies will have their Silent Auc-
tion with many prizes.  If you have any prizes 
to donate please bring them to the meeting in 
November and give them to Annette 
McCluney. 
     Let us all turn out for this get together and fellowship to celebrate two 
great Southern men’s birthdays. 
 

Adjutant’s Report — Dan McCaskill 
October 12, 2024 

 
Call to Order: At 6:10 PM CDT by 1st Lt. Commander Larry A. McCluney, 
Jr. 
Opening Prayer and Blessing: Camp Chaplain Earl McCown  
Pledge and Salutes: Camp Color Sergeant Earl Allen, Jr.  
Reading of The Charge: Camp Color Sergeant Earl Allen, Jr.   
     1st Lt. Commander Larry A. McCluney, Jr. welcomed everyone to our 
monthly Camp Meeting. Checking with the ladies and learning the evening 
meal was not quite ready; a little Camp business was conducted. 
     1st Lt. Commander Larry A. McCluney, Jr. had the pleasure of inducting 
Mark Hathaway into the Camp as our newest member. Mark was present-
ed his Membership Certificate, MS Division Member Pin, MS Division 
Challenge Coin and a SCV decal. Welcome Mark, our 43rd member! 
     The Meeting was recessed for the evening meal provided by the ladies 
of the Ella Palmer Chapter #9, OCR. 
     Officer Reports: Commander: Absent; 1st Lt. Commander Larry 
McCluney reported the Recruiting Table at the Carrollton Pilgrimage and 
Pioneer Days was a success. Larry thanked Joe Nokes for paying for our 
spot at the Pilgrimage. Larry thanked Annette McCluney, Ann and Dan 
McCaskill, Tommy McCaskill, and Michael Anthony for helping at the ta-
ble. Camp Member Mitch Costilow stopped at the table for a short while. A 
new member was recruited and several more expressed an interest in the 
SCV. Past member and Charter member Gary Pierce stopped to visit and 
he also expressed an interest in re-joining the Camp. Also, it was reported 
that $277 was raised for the Confederate Headstone bringing the total 
raised to $317. Money needed is $540. It was a great day. Our Lee-
Jackson Banquet will be January 11, 2025 and our speaker will be MS 
Division 1st Lt. Commander Forrest Daws.  Adjutant Dan McCaskill placed 
the name of David W. Floyd before the Camp for consideration for mem-
bership. After a brief discussion Gator Stillman made a motion to approve 
David Floyd’s application for membership in the Camp. The motion was 
seconded by Kenneth Ray and passed without objection. Adjutant 
McCaskill also reported Junior Stillman has paid his dues to re-join the 
Camp. These additions bring the membership up to 45. Financially, the 
account balance stands at $2,545 with only $14.60 spent from the budget 
for stamps. Less than half of the budget has been spent. Newsletter Edi-
tor: Larry apologized for the lateness of the newsletter. There were some 
technical difficulties getting the newsletter to the Adjutant. Everyone pre-
sent at the meeting stated they enjoyed the newsletter. OCR, Missy stated 
anyone wishing to donate an item for the Lee-Jackson Banquet raffle to let 
a member know what the item is and if possible, to bring it to the next 
Camp Meeting. MOSB has one new member pending and is trying to get 
past members to rejoin the chapter.  
  Larry gave a brief update on the Grenada County Confederate Memorial 
which the city of Grenada took down. A lawsuit has been filed by the Mis-
sissippi Division to stop the re-erection of the monument behind the fire 
station in the woods. Instead, have the Memorial Monument placed in the 
Confederate Cemetery. The lawyer for the Division is Don Barrett.  
     Camp Business: Larry asked for a motion to adopt the Minutes of the 
September Camp Meeting as printed in The Delta General. Earl McCown 
made the motion to adopt the minutes as printed. The motion was second-
ed by Kenneth Ray and the motion passed.  
     Program: Larry McCluney present a very interesting program on the 
life of the CSS Arkansas. Construction started in Memphis, TN in mid-
1861. When Memphis was threatened, the Arkansas was moved south to 
Yazoo City and the Arkansas’ sister ship was burned. With the continued 
threat from the yankees, she was again moved upriver to Greenwood 
where construction was continued. Construction was delayed by having 
material for the Arkansas redirected to other ships. Finally armed and 
threatened by Federal gunboats, the Arkansas went out to meet the ene-
my. Defeating the gunboats, the Arkansas continued down river and in-
flected much damage to the combined Federal fleets on its way to Vicks-

burg. The Arkansas suffered much damage and loss of life. Before all 
repairs had been made, General Earl Van Dorn ordered the Arkansas to 
attack the fleet South of Vicksburg. On the way, one of the engines failed 
which forced the running aground and burning the Arkansas. The active 
service of the Ironclad Arkansas was only 24 days. If the Arkansas had 
suitable engines, it could have cleared the river of federal ships and no 
siege of Vicksburg would have happened.    
  With no other business coming before the Camp, Gator Stillman made a 
motion to adjourn, seconded by Earl McCown and the motion passed 
without objection. Attendance for the meeting was 13. Next Camp Meeting 
will be November 9, 2024. 
 
  The Camp Meeting was closed with a word of prayer by Camp Chaplain 
Earl McCown and the singing of Dixie. 

General Charles Clark Chapter, MOS&B 
Greetings from B/G Charles Clark Chapter 253, MOS&B. 
 
     The Battle of Old River Lake (Ditch Bayou), at Lake Village, Arkansas, 
was fought between Federal Army troops, numbering 6,000 and Confeder-
ate Army troops numbering 800. Federal troops were commanded by 
Brigadier General Joseph Mower. Confederate troops were commanded 
by General Colton Greene. This skirmish was fought from June 5 to June 
6, 1864. 
    Union forces marched into Confederate-held lands in Chicot County, 
Arkansas. The ensuing battle resulted mainly in a stalemate, each side 
achieving its goals. The Confederate troops succeeded in delaying the 
Federal forces’ advance into the South, while dealing more casualties to 
the opposing army than they themselves received. Federal casualties: 
180; Confederate casualties: 100. The Federals succeeded in advancing 
toward their goal: Lake Village. 
    The Confederate objective was to delay the Federal advance. Although 
they had no real hope of defeating the Federals in a major battle, by using 
small scale skirmishing tactics, they were slowly able to inflict casualties 
on the Union Army. During the evening and morning of June 5 and 6, 
General Mower positioned his troops and proceeded to march on Lake 
Village. They were soon confronted by Confederate soldiers who would 
fire a few shots and retreat to cover. Later, these retreating soldiers ended 
up in General Colton Greene’s encampment., where his main force was 
located. Along with Greene’s troops and accompanying artillery, the Con-
federates attempted to delay the Union advance, then ended the battle 
and withdrew to Parker’s Landing. The Union troops advanced to Lake 
Village, camped there overnight, and the next rejoined the flotilla on the 
Mississippi River at Columbia. 
     I report this minor event only to highlight one of the lesser know Con-
federate officers. I present, Colton Greene (July 7,1833 – September 23, 
1900). Green joined the Confederate army as Captain in the Missouri 
State Guard in 1861. In August of that year, Greene saw his first combat 
at the Battle of Wilson’s Creek, near Springfield, Missouri. On October 28, 
Greene was appointed Colonel in the Missouri State Guard, later that year 
he was also appointed Brigadier General in the State Guard. In 1864 was 
leading a brigade and was acting Brigadier General in the Confederate 
States Army. 
     Listed as “acting” Brigadier General in CSA, he dos not appear in Ezra 
Wagner’s ‘Generals in Gray’. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCV Chat — Every Monday Night on Facebook at 7:00 PM 
Central time and on Thursday Nights at 7:00 PM for Look 

Around the Confederation 
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Beauvior and Division News 
Friends of  Beauvior  

     For as little as $25 annually, you can become a member of the Friends of 
Beauvior. Membership includes tour admission and a 10% discount at the 
Beauvior gift shop.  

 
Bricks for Beauvior  

     Honor your Confederate ancestors while supporting Beauvior. Each brick 
that you purchase will be engraved with your ancesÿtors rank, name, unit, 
and company. The memorial bricks will be laid creating a sidewalk from the 
UDC Arch to the Tomb of the Unknown Confederate soldier. For more infor-
mation on these opportunities, please visit www.visitbeauvior.org or contact 
Beauvior directly at (228) 388-4400  
 

Mississippi Division News 
2025 Mississippi Division Reunion 

Pickwick Landing, TN 
June 6-8, 2025 

 
Compatriots of the Mississippi Division SCV and Ladies of the Mississippi 
Society OCR, 
     We are honored to invite you to the 2025 Mississippi Division Annual 
Reunion, hosted by Col. William P. Rogers Camp 321. The Reunion will be 
held on June 6-8, 2025, at the Lodge at Pickwick Landing State Park, Pick-
wick Landing, TN. 
     Our Annual Reunion serves as a gathering of our compatriots, families, 
and friends. It is a time when we come together to transact the business of 
our organization but also as a time to celebrate our shared honorable herit-
age, reflect on our achievements from the past year, and envision the future 
of our organizations. Please make plans to join us for a memorable week-
end. 
     Our host hotel is the Lodge at Pickwick Landing, located on the banks of 
the Tennessee River in Pickwick Landing, TN. The Lodge offers 119 rooms, 
all of which directly face the Tennessee River, as well as a great restaurant 
and bar. Room Rates are $155.00 a night. Please use Group Code 8244 to 
receive this room rate when booking. 
     Pickwick is close to many sites of the War for Southern Independence: 
the battlefields of Shiloh, Brice's Crossroads, Corinth, and Davis Bridge. The 
state park also offers some amazing fishing and golfing. 
Registration is now open, and we encourage you to secure your spot at the 
reunion at your earliest convenience. Please take advantage of our early 
registration rates. 
     If you have any questions or need assistance, please do not hesitate to 
reach out to the Reunion Planning Committee 
at msdivadjutant@gmail.com. 
     We look forward to seeing you next June at 
Pickwick! 
In the Bonds of the Old South, 
  
Mike Moore, Chairman 
2025 Reunion Host Committee  
 

Donate Today! 
 
     As many of you know by now, the Grenada 
City Council recently removed the Grenada 
Confederate Monument. Mississippi State Law s 
very clear about the requirements for any municipality that is relocating a 
monument. The law states, “The governing body may move the memorial to 
a more suitable location if it is determined that the location is more appropri-
ate to displaying the monument.” After the Council voted to relocate the 
monument, it was arranged and offered o have the monument placed in the 
Confederate section of the Odd Fellows Cemetery in Grenada. The Council 
ignored this offer, even after hearing pleas at a public meeting from locals 
and state officials. Instead, the Council voted to move the Monument to a 
location in the woods behind a fire station south of town, with no road or 
path leading to the location. The law is clear. A more appropriate location 
was offered and turned down in favor of a less appropriate location. This 
willful disregard for Mississippi Law came after the Council illegally covered 
the Monument up for four years. Again, Mississippi Law states, “None of the 
following items (War Between the States Monuments), structures, or areas 
may be relocated, removed, disturbed, altered, renamed or rededicated” 
Keeping the Monument covered was another blatant disregard for Mississip-
pi Law and a slap in the face of not only the residents, but of every descend-
ant of someone who sacrificed themselves for military service. People want 

action taken, and we want to help. If you would like to donate for legal ex-
penses, we need your help. The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil 
is for good men to do nothing. Help us do something. Help us help the 
people of Grenada. Donate today. 
  
Checks may be made out to the Mississippi Division SCV and mailed 
to: 
 
Mississippi Division SCV 
108 County Road 5131 
Booneville, MS 38829 
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Robert E. Lee: "I Declined the Offer" 
William Connery, September 30, 
2024, blueandgrayeducation.org  

  
    In March 1861, Robert E. Lee 
met with Gen. Winfield Scott at the 
United States War Department. For 
three hours, the old general and his 
favorite subordinate spoke togeth-
er. What was said during that con-
versation was never revealed. But 
Scott’s known opinion to seces-
sion—despite being from Virginia—
his admiration for Lee, and his 
desire to assure strong leadership 
for the army allow us to reasonably 
reconstruct part of the dialogue. 
Scott likely told Lee that he would 
soon be promoted to colonel and 
hinted that, should Scott himself be 
too feeble to take the field, he 
would recommend Lee as his sec-
ond-in-command.  If Lee respond-
ed to Scott’s overtures, it was prob-
ably with the sentiment that if Vir-
ginia seceded, he would follow her, 
as he considered his primary obli-
gation to be to his state.  When Lee 
left, it was reported that Scott’s 
manner was “painfully silent.” 
     About the same time Lee got a 
letter written dated March 15 from 

LeRoy Pope Walker, the Confederate States of America's Secretary of 
War. This letter was a direct offer of a commission as brigadier general—
the highest rank then authorized—in the army the South was forming. 
The letter read: “You are requested to signify your acceptance or non-
acceptance of said appointment, and should you accept, you will sign 
before a magistrate the oath of office herewith and forward the same, with 
your letter of acceptance to this office.” After many years of slow promo-
tion, honors were now coming quickly: a colonelcy in one army and a 
generalship in the rival service. There is no record of Lee’s reply to this 
offer from the Confederacy, but it is likely he ignored it. What is certain is 
that he was not enticed by the promise of high position. Lee felt alle-

giance to only two governments: that of Virginia and that of the Union. As 
long as these two entities did not conflict, and as long as Virginia did not 
join the Confederacy, there was no thought of a third.  
     By March 28, Lee had been promoted to full colonel in the U.S. Army 
and had taken the oath of allegiance to the U.S. Constitution. On the 
morning of April 18, with no news yet from the Virginia Secession Con-
vention in Richmond, Lee rode over the bridge to visit Francis Preston 
Blair, whose home stood across the street from the Presidential Man-
sion. Blair promptly explained his reason for the meeting. A large army, 
he said, would soon be called into the field, and President Lincoln had 
authorized him to ask Lee if he would accept the command. 

     This was a significant offer: command of an army of 75,000, perhaps 
even 100,000 men; the chance to apply all he had learned in Mexico; the 
realization of a soldier’s highest ambition; the full support of the govern-
ment; the companionship of many of his most capable comrades; and the 
rank of major general. Yet Lee’s response was clear: “If the Union is dis-
solved and the government disrupted, I shall return to my native state and 
share the miseries of my people and save in her defense, I will draw my 
sword on no one.” There he made the fateful reply he later recounted of 
the interview: “I declined the offer he made me to take command of the 
army that was to be brought into the field, stating as candidly and as 
courteously as I could, that though opposed to secession and deprecating 
war, I could take no part in an invasion of the Southern States.”  
     Bidding farewell to Blair, Lee went directly to General Scott’s office. He 
sensed Scott’s deep interest in his decision, and as soon as he had ar-
rived, he told him what Blair had offered and his subsequent refusal. 
“Lee,” said Scott, deeply moved, “you have made the greatest mistake of 
your life, but I feared it would be so.”   
     That was all, as far as Lee was concerned. He had long before decid-
ed, instinctively, what his duty required, and the allure of supreme com-
mand, with all that a soldier craved, did not tempt him to equivocate for 
an instant or to see if there were not some way he could keep his own 
honor and still have the honor he understood the president had offered 
him.   
 

The Battle Above the Clouds — Lookout 
Mountain 

     The Battle of Lookout Mountain also known as the Battle Above 
the Clouds was fought November 24, 1863, as part of the Chattanooga 
Campaign of the American Civil War. Union forces under Maj. 
Gen. Joseph Hooker assaulted Lookout Mountain, Chattanooga, Tennes-
see, and defeated Confederate forces commanded by Maj. Gen. Carter 
L. Stevenson. Lookout Mountain was one engagement in the Chattanoo-
ga battles between Maj. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant's Military Division of the 
Mississippi and the Confederate Army of Tennessee, commanded 
by Gen. Braxton Bragg. It drove in the Confederate left flank and allowed 
Hooker's men to assist in the Battle of Missionary Ridge the following 
day, which routed Bragg's army, lifting the siege of Union forces in Chat-
tanooga, and opening the gateway into the Deep South. 
     After their disastrous defeat at the Battle of Chickamauga, the 40,000 
men of the Union Army of the Cumberland under Maj. Gen. William 
Rosecrans retreated to Chattanooga, Tennessee. Bragg's Army of Ten-
nessee besieged the city, threatening to starve the Union forces into 
surrender. Bragg's troops established themselves on Missionary 
Ridge and Lookout Mountain, both of which had excellent views of the 
city, the Tennessee River flowing through the city, and the Union's supply 
lines. Lookout Mountain was actually a ridge or narrow plateau that ex-
tended 85 miles (137 km) southwest from the Tennessee River, culminat-
ing in a sharp point 1,800 feet (550 m) above the river. From the river the 
end of the mountain rose at a 45° angle and at about two thirds of the 
way to the summit it changed grade, forming a ledge, or "bench", 150–
300 feet (50–90 m) wide, extending for several miles around both sides of 
the mountain. Above the bench, the grade steepened into a 500-foot 
(150 m) face of rock called the "palisades". Confederate artillery atop 
Lookout Mountain controlled access by the river, and Confederate cavalry 
launched raids on all supply wagons heading toward Chattanooga, which 
made it necessary for the Union to find another way to feed their men.[7] 
     The Union government, alarmed by the potential for defeat, sent rein-
forcements. On October 17, Maj. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant received com-
mand of the Western armies, designated the Military Division of the Mis-
sissippi. He moved to reinforce Chattanooga and replaced Rosecrans 
with Maj. Gen. George H. Thomas.[8] 
     Thomas launched a surprise amphibious landing at Brown's Ferry on 
October 27 that opened the Tennessee River by linking up Thomas's 
Army of the Cumberland with a relief column of 20,000 troops from 
the Eastern Theater's Army of the Potomac, led by Maj. Gen. Joseph 
Hooker. Supplies and reinforcements were thus able to flow into Chatta-
nooga over the "Cracker Line", greatly increasing the chances for Grant's 
forces. In response, Bragg ordered Lt. Gen. James Longstreet to force 
the Federals out of Lookout Valley, directly to the west of Lookout Moun-
tain. The ensuing Battle of Wauhatchie (October 28–29) was one of the 
war's few battles fought exclusively at night. The Confederates were re-
pulsed, and the Cracker Line was secured.[9] 
     On November 12, Bragg placed Maj. Gen. Carter L. Stevenson in 
overall command for the defense of the mountain, with Stevenson's own 
division positioned on the summit. The brigades of Brig. Gens. John K. 
Jackson, Edward C. Walthall, and John C. Moore were placed on the  

Robert E. Lee as he would 
have appeared when making 
his decision to resign at Ar-

lington in 1861 | NPS  

It was in this room at Arlington where Lee informed his 
family that he had resigned. | NPS  
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bench of the mountain. Jackson later wrote about the dissatisfaction of 
the commanders assigned to this area, "Indeed, it was agreed on all 
hands that the position was one extremely difficult to defense against a 
strong force of the enemy advancing under cover of a heavy 
fire."[10] Thomas L. Connelly, historian of the Army of Tennessee, wrote 
that despite the imposing appearance of Lookout Mountain, "the moun-
tain's strength was a myth. ... It was impossible to hold [the bench, which] 
was commanded by Federal artillery at Moccasin Bend." Although Ste-
venson placed an artillery battery on the crest of the mountain, the guns 
could not be depressed enough to reach the bench, which was accessible 
from numerous trails on the west side of the mountain.[11] 
Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman arrived from Vicksburg, Mississippi, with 
his 20,000 men of the Army of the Tennessee in mid-November. Grant, 
Sherman, and Thomas planned a double envelopment of Bragg's force, 
with the main attack by Sherman against the northern end of Missionary 
Ridge, supported by Thomas in the center and by Hooker, who would 
capture Lookout Mountain and then move across the Chattanooga Valley 
to Rossville, Georgia, and cut off the Confederate retreat route to the 
south. Grant subsequently withdrew his support for a major attack by 
Hooker on Lookout Mountain, intending the mass of his attack to be by 
Sherman.[12] 
     On November 23, Sherman's force was ready to cross the Tennessee 
River. Grant ordered Thomas to advance halfway to Missionary Ridge on 
a reconnaissance in force to determine the strength of the Confederate 
line, hoping to ensure that Bragg would not withdraw his forces and move 
in the direction of Knoxville, Tennessee, where Maj. Gen. Ambrose Burn-
side was being threatened by a Confederate force under Longstreet. 
Thomas sent over 14,000 men toward a minor hill named Orchard Knob 
and overran the Confederate defenders.[13] 
Surprised by Thomas's move against Orchard Knob on November 23, and 
realizing that his center might be more vulnerable than he had thought, 
Bragg quickly readjusted his strategy. He recalled all units within a day's 
march that he had recently ordered to Knoxville. He began to reduce the 
strength on his left by withdrawing Maj. Gen. William H.T. Walker's divi-
sion from the base of Lookout Mountain and placing them on the far right 
of Missionary Ridge. He assigned Hardee to command his now critical 
right flank, turning over the left flank to Carter Stevenson. Stevenson 
needed to fill the gap left by Walker's division from the mountain to Chat-
tanooga Creek, so he sent Jackson's brigade of Cheatham's Division and 
Cummings' brigade of his own division into that position. (Jackson himself 
continued as temporary division commander on the mountain.) Stevenson 
deployed Walthall's brigade of 1,500 Mississippians as pickets near the 
base of the mountain, withholding enough for a reserve for Moore's bri-
gade, which would defend the main line on the bench near the Cravens 
house.[14] 
The Union side also changed plans. Sherman had three divisions ready to 
cross the Tennessee, but the pontoon bridge at Brown's Ferry had torn 
apart and Brig. Gen. Peter J. Osterhaus's division was stranded in Look-
out Valley. After receiving assurances from Sherman that he could pro-
ceed with three divisions, Grant decided to revive the previously rejected 
plan for an attack on Lookout Mountain and reassigned Osterhaus to 
Hooker's command.[15] 
     On November 24, Hooker had about 10,000 men[2] in three divisions 
to operate against Lookout Mountain. Acknowledging that this was too 
large a force for a simple diversion, "Grant finally acceded to Thomas's 
persistent demand that a more serious effort be made." Hooker was or-
dered to "take the point only if his demonstration should develop its practi-
cability."[18] Hooker ignored this subtlety and at 3 a.m. on November 24 
ordered Geary "to cross Lookout Creek and to assault Lookout Mountain, 
marching down the valley and sweeping every rebel from it."[19] 
     Hooker did not plan to attack Stevenson's Division on the top of the 
mountain, assuming that capturing the bench would make Stevenson's 
position untenable. His force would approach the bench from two direc-
tions: Whitaker's brigade would link up with Geary at Wauhatchie, while 
Grose's brigade and Osterhaus's division would cross Lookout Creek to 
the southeast. Both forces would meet near the Cravens house. Oster-
haus's division was in support: Woods's brigade was assigned to cover 
Grose and cross the creek after him; Williamson's brigade was assigned 
to protect Hooker's artillery near the mouth of Lookout Creek.[20] 
     Hooker arranged an impressive array of artillery to scatter the Confed-
erate pickets and cover his advance. He had nine batteries set up near 
the mouth of Lookout Creek, two batteries from the Army of the Cumber-
land on Moccasin Point, and two additional batteries near Chattanooga 
Creek.[21] 
     Geary's expected dawn crossing of Lookout Creek was delayed by 
high water until 8:30 a.m. First to cross the footbridge was Cobham's 
brigade, followed by Ireland's, which formed to Cobham's left and became 
the center of Geary's battle line. Candy's brigade then extended the Union 
left down to the base of the mountain. Whitaker's brigade followed in the 
rear. From 9:30 to 10:30 a.m, Geary's skirmishers advanced through the 
fog and mist that obscured the mountain. Contact was made with Wal-

thall's pickets 1 mile south-
west of Lookout Point. The 
Confederates were signifi-
cantly outnumbered and 
could not resist the pres-
sure, falling back but leav-
ing a number behind to 
surrender. Hooker ordered 
an artillery bombardment to 
saturate the Confederate 
line of retreat, but the effect 
was minimized because of 
poor visibility and the fact 
that the two forces were 
almost on top of each oth-
er.[22] 
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     The Union pursuit of the skirmishers was halted around 11:30 a.m. 300 
yards southwest the point when Ireland and Cobham encountered Wal-
thall's reserve southwest of the Cravens house. The two Confederate 
regiments repulsed Ireland's first attempt at assaulting their fieldworks. A 
second assault succeeded, enveloping and outnumbering the Confeder-
ates 4 to 1. Despite Walthall's attempt to rally his men, he could not pre-
vent a disorderly retreat back toward the Cravens house. The Union bri-
gades kept up their pursuit past the point and along the bench.[24] 
     As Geary's men appeared below the point around noon, Candy's bri-
gade advanced across the lower elevations of the mountain, clearing the 
enemy from the east bank of Lookout Creek. Hooker ordered Woods's 
and Grose's brigades to begin crossing the foot bridge over the creek. 
Woods moved east at the base of the mountain, Grose moved up the 
slope. These movements isolated part of Walthall's Brigade and the entire 
34th Mississippi was forced to surrender, along with 200 men from 
Moore's picket line.[25] 
     Moore was reluctant to take action. At 9:30 he had sent a message to 
Jackson asking where he should deploy his brigade and Jackson's reply 
at 11 a.m. expressed his frustration that Moore had seemingly forgotten 
the plan to defend the line at the Cravens house.[26] Peter Cozzens criti-
cized Jackson's poor performance in leading the defense: 

There was bungling aplenty among the Confederate 
commanders on Lookout Mountain that day, but no one 
displayed greater negligence than did Jackson. He re-
mained glued to his headquarters ... near the base of the 
cliff. He was nearly a mile from the line he had been 
charged to defend. In his report of the battle, Jackson 
tried to excuse his dereliction of duty by arguing that his 
headquarters was a good spot from which to receive 
both commands from Stevenson on the summit and 
reports from the front line. That may have been true, but 
his presence was badly needed nearer the Cravens 
house. Jackson lacked even the presence of mind to call 
for reinforcements; Stevenson had to offer them.[27] 
 

     When Stevenson heard the fighting between Walthall and Geary, he 
ordered Pettus to take three regiments from the summit to assist Jackson. 
By this time, Moore's Alabamians were moving up amidst Walthall's re-
treating men, and they fired on Ireland's New Yorkers from 100 yards. 
Unable to see the size of the force resisting it through the fog, the Union 
men retreated beyond a stone wall. Moore's 1,000 men took positions in 
the rifle pits facing the wall and waited for the inevitable counterattack. 
Ireland's men were too exhausted to make an immediate move. As Whita-
ker's brigade arrived after 1 p.m., they stepped over Ireland's men and 
rushed into the attack. Candy's brigade was moving up the mountain side 
on Whitaker's left, followed by the brigades of Woods and Grose. Moore 
could see that he was being significantly outflanked on the right and 
chose to fall back rather than be surrounded.[28] 
     All of the Union brigades, including Ireland's tired men, began the pur-
suit. Hooker was concerned that his lines were becoming intermingled 
and confused by the fog and the rugged ground and they were tempting 
defeat if the Confederates brought up reinforcements in the right place. 
He ordered Geary to halt for the day, but Geary was too far behind his 
troops to stop them. Hooker wrote, "Fired by success, with a flying, panic-
stricken enemy before them, they pressed impetuously forward."[29] 
     Moore's brigade was able to escape in the fog and Walthall had ade-
quate time to form a rough defensive line 3–400 yards south of the Cra-
vens house. His 600 men took cover behind boulders and fallen trees and 
made enough of a racket to dissuade Whitaker's men from moving 
against them. By this time Pettus's brigade of three Alabama regiments 
had descended from the summit and came to Walthall's assistance after 2 
p.m.[30] 
     Hooker sent to Grant alternating messages of panic and bluster. At 
1:25 p.m., he wrote that the "conduct of all the troops has been brilliant, 
and the success has far exceeded my expectations. Our loss has not 
been severe, and of prisoners I should judge that we had not less than 
2,000." At around 3 p.m., he wrote "Can hold the line I am now on; can't 
advance. Some of my troops out of ammunition; can't replenish." Re-
sponding to a plaintive message sent from Whitaker, General Thomas 
approved the transfer of Brig. Gen. William P. Carlin's brigade (XIV Corps) 
to aid Hooker. (Carlin was delayed for hours attempting to cross the river 
and reported to Geary at 7 p.m., playing no role in the combat.) But by 
sunset, a confident Hooker informed Grant that he intended to move into 
Chattanooga Valley as soon as the fog lifted. He signaled "In all probabil-
ity the enemy will evacuate tonight. His line of retreat is seriously threat-
ened by my troops."[31] 
     Bragg responded to a request by Stevenson for reinforcements by 

sending Col. J.T. Holtzclaw's brigade under the condition that it be used 
only to cover a Confederate withdrawal from Lookout Mountain, ordering 
Stevenson at 2:30 p.m. to withdraw to the east side of Chattanooga 
Creek. Stevenson was reluctant to break contact until his troops on the 
summit could escape on the Summertown Road into the Chattanooga 
Valley. The brigades of Walthall, Pettus, and Moore were ordered to hold 
on for the rest of the afternoon. For hours through the afternoon and into 
the night, the six Alabama regiments under Pettus and Moore fought spo-
radically with the Union troops through dense fog, neither side able to see 
more than a few dozen yards ahead nor make any progress in either di-
rection.[32] 
     By midnight, Look-
out Mountain was qui-
et. Pettus and 
Holtzclaw received 
orders at 2 a.m. to 
march off the moun-
tain. Postwar writings 
of both Union and 
Confederate veterans 
refer to a brilliant 
moon, which slipped 
into the blackness of a 
total lunar eclipse, 
screening the Confed-
erate withdrawal.
[34] That night Bragg, stunned by 
the defeat on Lookout Mountain, 
asked his two corps commanders 
whether to retreat from Chatta-
nooga or to stand and fight. Hard-
ee counseled retreat, but Breckin-
ridge convinced Bragg to fight it 
out on the strong position of Mis-
sionary Ridge.[35] Accordingly, the 
troops withdrawn from Lookout 
Mountain were ordered to the left 
flank of Bragg's army.[36] 
     On November 25, Hooker's 
men encountered difficulty re-
building the burned bridges over 
Chattanooga Creek and were 
delayed in their movement toward 
the left flank of Bragg's remaining 
forces on Missionary Ridge. They 
reached the Rossville Gap as 
Thomas's men were sweeping 
over Missionary Ridge. Hooker 
faced his three divisions to the 
north and drove into Bragg's 
flank, furthering the disruption of 
the Confederate line, sending the 
Army of Tennessee into full re-
treat. Hooker continued his role in 
the campaign with his unsuccess-
ful pursuit of the Confederates 
that was beaten back at the Battle 
of Ringgold Gap.[37] 
     Casualties for the Battle of 
Lookout Mountain were relatively 
light by the standards of the Civil 
War: 671 Union, 1,251 Confederate (including 1,064 captured or missing).
[6] Sylvanus Cadwallader, a war reporter accompanying Grant's army, 
wrote that it was more like a "magnificent skirmish", than a major battle.
[38] General Grant, whose focus was on the northern end of Missionary 
Ridge—and who was usually partial to the achievements of his key subor-
dinates in the Western armies—later denigrated Hooker's achievement, 
writing in his memoirs, "The battle of Lookout Mountain is one of the ro-
mances of the war. There was no such battle and no action even worthy 
to be called the battle on Lookout Mountain. It is all poet-
ry."[39] Nevertheless, the action was important in assuring control of the 
Tennessee River and the railroad into Chattanooga and endangering the 
entire Confederate line on Missionary Ridge. Brig. Gen. Montgomery C. 
Meigs, quartermaster general of the Union Army, observing the fog-
shrouded action from Orchard Knob, was the first writer to name it the 
"Battle Above the Clouds".[40] 
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