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Commander’s Comments — Larry McCluney 
Compatriots, 
     Fall is finally here and cooler temperatures are now here with the holidays just 
around the corner.  This issue advertises our guest speaker for our Lee/Jackson 
Banquet.  It is sure to be a great one and you need to make plans early for it because 
seating will be limited to 65 people. 
     Football season is almost over and soon the bowl season.  I said this in last 
month’s issue, but I feel it warrants to be said again:  “I know life tends to get in the 
way of things at times but we have a duty as descendants of Confederate Veterans 
to attend and participate.  That duty is stated in our Charge and the oaths you took 
when you joined this organization.  One Saturday evening out of a month is not much 
to ask of you to participate in your Camp’s activities and meetings.  Remember, our 
ancestors gave 365 days of four years.  Can you not give one evening a month to 
participate?  There are other ways you can participate such as attend your Camp’s 
Lee/Jackson Banquet once a year, attend your Camp’s Memorial Day Service once a 
year, support our activities such as the new headstone our Camp erected that our Camp paid for or give money 
toward projects such as the $1,200 we collected to help with the National project to rebuild the pedestal for the 
Forrest Equestrian Statue at Elm Springs.” 
     If you had not heard, Fall Muster out did last year’s attendance and money made.  I think things are starting to 
go the right direction there and the grounds are much improved as well.  The Library Cottage and Front Gate are 
refurbished, now the Hayes cottage and the outside bathroom facilities are being completed.  There is much going 
on at Beauvoir.  
     December is the time to elect our new Camp officers.  If anyone is interested, please make those intentions 
known about each office. 
     Let us all rededicate ourselves to carry out our DUTY and set our priorities to set aside this time to attend meet-
ings and support our Camp activities as we wind this fiscal year down.  Remember, “If not US, Who?  If not Now, 
When?” 
     In closing, remember, it is your duty  to protect the Confederate Soldier’s good name so that his legacy will con-
tinue for future generations. As always, remember compatriots, you are “The Thin Gray Line!”  Remember to bring 
a friend at our next Camp meeting and lets continue growing our numbers. 
 

Adjutant’s Report —  Dan McCaskill 
     Our Camp Meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM by Camp Commander Larry McCluney. Larry asked Camp 
Adjutant Dan McCaskill to open the meeting with a prayer and to bless our evening meal. Following the prayer, 
Color Sergeant Earl Allen led the members in the Pledge and Salutes to the Flags followed by a reading of The 
Charge.  
     Camp Commander Larry McCluney presented Brad Hartsfield, our newest member, with his Mississippi Division 
Membership Pin and the Mississippi Division Challenge Coin.  
     The next order of business, Commander McCluney entertained a motion to adopt the September Minutes as 
printed in the newsletter. Kenneth Ray made the motion to adopt the minutes as printed. The motion was seconded 
by 1st Lt. Commander Michael Anthony and the motion passed without objection. 
     Officer Reports: 1st Lt. Commander Michael Anthony did not have a report. Adjutant Dan McCaskill reported 
little activity since the last Camp Meeting. The Camp’s bank account balance is $2,407.83 with the only expenditure 
since the last Camp Meeting being $13.20 for postage stamps. As Newsletter Editor, Larry McCluney asked if any-
one had problems accessing the newsletter and asked for comments about the newsletter. Everyone’s comments 
were positive and that the link to the newsletter worked. MOSB Report was given by MOSB Adjutant Dan McCaskill 
who reported that seven Camp members qualify for membership. They just need to do the genealogy work and 
submit their application with dues. Dan offered to help with the genealogy research. OCR Report was given by 
President Sandra Stillman who asked anyone wanting to donate items for the Lee-Jackson Banquet to bring them 
to the November or December Meetings. 
     Camp Business: With no old or new business coming before the Camp, Kenneth Ray made a motion to end 
the Business Session. The motion was seconded by 1st Lt. Commander Michael Anthony and passed without ob-
jection. 
     At this point, Commander McCluney asked everyone to partake in the evening meal provided by the ladies of 
the Ella Palmer Chapter #9, Order of Confederate Rose. 
      Upcoming events: Fall Muster at Beauvoir October 20-22. 

  Our Guest Speaker for the evening was Harrison Daws. Harrison is currently 
serving as 5th Brigade Councilman and is a co-founder of SCV Chat. Harrison’s 
topic for the evening was “SCV First”. A major problem within the Division is “in-
fighting”. In the past there have always been disputes but we all considered our-
selves to be a band of brothers. This dynamic changed about ten years ago 
when a major dispute over Beauvoir resulted in an ideological split within the 
Division. Instead of working together to remember and honor our Confederate 
Ancestors, it became a squabble among ourselves, about us. Because of an 
action beyond our control, the membership of an entire Camp left the Division. 
We are going to get our feelings hurt from time to time but remember, when we 
joined this organization, it became SCV First, not us! It’s all about the men who 
wore the gray, butternut and homespun and who fought for the independence of 
the South. We have enough enemies outside the organization without us helping 
them. We need to present a united front.      
     With no other business coming before the Camp, Kenneth Ray made a mo-
tion to adjourn, seconded by Michael Anthony and the motion passed without 
objection. Attendance for the meeting was 15. 
       The Camp Meeting was closed with a word of prayer by Commander 
McCluney followed by the singing of Dixie. 
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Guest Speaker for Lee and 
Jackson January 13, 2023  
     Shelby Harriel will speak on her lates book Behind 
the Rifle.  Below is a short synopsis of the book. 
Description 
     During the Civil War, Mississippi’s strategic location 
bordering the Mississippi River and the state’s system 
of railroads drew the attention of opposing forces who 
clashed in major battles for control over these re-
sources. The names of these engagements—
Vicksburg, Jackson, Port Gibson, Corinth, Iuka, Tupe-
lo, and Brice’s Crossroads—along with the narratives 
of the men who fought there resonate in Civil War 
literature. However, Mississippi’s chronicle of military 
involvement in the Civil War is not one of men alone. 
Surprisingly, there were a number of female soldiers 
disguised as males who stood shoulder to shoulder 
with them on the firing lines across the state. 
     Behind the Rifle: Women Soldiers in Civil War Mis-
sissippi is a groundbreaking study that discusses 
women soldiers with a connection to Mississippi—
either those who hailed from the Magnolia State or 
those from elsewhere who fought in Mississippi bat-
tles. Readers will learn who they were, why they chose 
to fight at a time when military service for women was 
banned, and the horrors they experienced. Included 
are two maps and over twenty period photographs of 
locations relative to the stories of these female fighters 
along with images of some of the women themselves. 
     The product of over ten years of research, this work 
provides new details of formerly recorded female fight-
ers, debunks some cases, and introduces over twenty 
previously undocumented ones. Among these are 
women soldiers who were involved in such battles 
beyond Mississippi as Shiloh, Antietam, and Gettys-
burg. Readers will also find new documentation re-
garding female fighters held as prisoners of war in 
such notorious prisons as Andersonville. 
 
Shelby Harriel-Hidlebaugh is an instructor of mathe-
matics at Pearl River Community College. Her re-
search on women soldiers of the Civil War has been 
published in various newspapers, magazines, web-
sites, blogs, and brochures for the National Park Ser-
vice and state historic sites. She has given numerous 
presentations about women soldiers in over ten states.  

 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chaplain’s Corner —   
Earl McCown  

      
     At the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus spoke about 
“responding to evil”, He laid down two principles: 
(1) “Do not resist an evil person”, (2) “Respond to evil 
by doing good.”  This is certainly a challenging task 
Jesus put before His disciples. It is so very tempting to 
respond to evil with evil, especially when the treatment 
comes from an enemy! 
     In Matthew 5:38-42, we find Jesus teaching con-
cerning the treatment of our enemies. Here He tells us 
why we ought to act in the manner that He describes. 
     This is not just a New Testament concern. Look 

back into the Old Testament; and look at the “Law of 
Moses” and the traditional interpretation.  The Law did 
not say “hate your enemy.” It did teach to “love your 
neighbor as yourself.” But it also taught kindness was 
to be shown to your enemy. 
     Jesus requires that we “Love” our enemies, Not 
hate them; rather show “active good will” towards 
them.  “Bless” them who curse us. They may speak 
evil of us, but in response we are to speak kindly to 
them! We are to “Do good” to those who hate us. They 
may either ignore us or do evil things to us; yet we are 
to treat them kindly in either case. 
     Jesus told us to “Pray” for those who spitefully use 
us and persecute us. Notice, we are to pray FOR 
them, not just about them; pray for their well-being, 
salvation and other good things. Don’t seek venge-
ance, don’t resist an evil person. Why should we re-
spond to our enemies in this manner? Jesus explained 
it all very well: “That ye may be the children of your 
Father which is in heaven.” (Matthew 5:45a).  That is 
to demonstrate ourselves to be truly His children. 
     This sounds like a difficult task, to love our ene-
mies, don’t forget though, God loved us while we were 
yet sinners. He loved us so much that He sent His Son 
Jesus to die on the cross for our sins, that we may be 
His children. We are not asked to die on a cross; just 
to love our neighbor (enemy) and treat them with kind-
ness. 
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News from B/G Charles Clarke Chapter 253 
Military Order of the Stars and Bars 

 
     It has been some time since anyone has spoken 
about Brigadier General Benjamin Humphreys, so I 
thought this would be a good place to remedy that. 
     Benjamin Grubb Humphreys (August 26, 1808 – 
December 20, 1882) was born in Claiborne County, 
Territory of Mississippi. He was educated in New 
Jersey and entered the United States Military Acade-
my in the same class as Robert E. Lee and Joseph 
E. Johnson. However he was expelled in 1826 when 
he participated in a “Christmas frolic” that ended up 
turning into the Eggnog Riot. 
     During the War of Northern Aggression, Humphreys raised a company 
and was commissioned a captain in the Confederate States Army in 1861. 
As part of the 21st Mississippi Infantry Regiment, he was elected to the rank 
of colonel. He was under the command of William Barksdale. At the Battle of 
Gettysburg, his regiment was involved in attack on Federal troops at the 
Peach Orchid; driving the Federals back to Cemetery Ridge. 
     Humphreys took command of the brigade after the death of Barksdale 
and was promoted to the rank of brigadier general, and remained in com-
mand until he was wounded in the battle of Berryville, Virginia on September 
3rd, 1864. He returned to Mississippi to heal, but could not return to active 
duty before the war ended. 
     Without presidential approval, Humphreys had himself inaugurated and 
elected governor of the state of Mississippi. He won his bid for reelection, 
and on June 15, 1868, he was physically removed from office by troops of 
the U. S. Army. 
     Humphreys died in 1882 on his plantation in Leflore County, Mississippi. 
He is buried in Wintergreen cemetery, Port Gibson, Mississippi. 
 
Mississippi Division News: 

Guardians needed  
     Everyone knows the atmosphere in this country 
where it comes to anything Confederate. Last summer 
we saw how vulnerable our Memorials were to the riot-
ers. Sadly, it has spread to the cemeteries the place 
where the left wants all the Memorials moved. In the past 
few weeks, the Sleeping Lion Memorial to the Confederate dead in 
Oakwood Cemetery in Atlanta, GA has been removed. Our Confederate 
Dead and our Memorials are at risk to removal and vandalism. This why we 
need Guardians to watch over our Memorials and burial sites of our Confed-
erate Dead. Most of our members live in Counties with Confederate Memori-
al Monuments and all live near a cemetery where Confederate Dead are 
buried. The Mississippi Division has the MS Division Guardian Program for 
burial sites where a person adopts a burial site or several sites and watches 
over the site ensuring it is properly cared for. The Division now has the MS 
Division Monument Guardian Program. With this program, a person signs 
up to keep watch on a Memorial. There is a contact person to report any 
vandalism and/or threats of removal. If anyone is interested in this program 
please see the attached application and information to find out more on the 
following page 

 
 

 
 

SCV Chat — Every Monday Night on Facebook at 7:00 
PM Central me and on Thursday Nights at 7:00 PM for 
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National SCV News   
SAVE THE DATE Stephen D. Lee Institute 

February 16-17, 2024   Columbia, TN  
 
Compatriots, 
 
     The theme this year is " Who we are- as a people and an organiza-
tion". The Friday night reception will be held at the National Confeder-
ate Museum.  
     Some of the presenters include: 
Dan Dorrill 
Ben Sewell 
Forrest Daws 
Chris Sullivan 
Frank Powell 
Ron Kennedy 
MC- Chuck McMichael 
 
Registration and Hotel information will be posted by the end of Sum-
mer. Make you plans now! 
 

Having an Impact on Future Generations! 
It’s National Estate Planning Awareness 
Week & Time to Consider Year-End Gifts  

 
     This week is National Estate Planning Awareness Week and it’s an op-
portunity to plan for a brighter future for you, your family, and the organiza-
tions that are important to you. Estate planning is of vital importance and an 
opportunity to decide what happens to your assets and how they can impact 
the lives of your family as well as impacting lives through the organizations 
close to you heart, such as the Sons of Confederate Veterans and the Na-
tional Confederate Museum. 
     This is also the time of year for considering year-end tax-deductible* gifts 
to the Sons of Confederate Veterans and other organizations you deem 
worthy. 
     Consider the following: 
1)   Do you have a Will? If not, it’s time to have a Will drafted so that you 
can decide in advance how your assets are to be distributed. 
2)   A Will is also an excellent way to include the Sons of Confederate Vet-
erans for a gift from your estate simply by naming the SCV for a bequest. 
3)   If you have Life Insurance, Investment Accounts, IRAs… Another easy 
way of helping the SCV is to name the SCV as a beneficiary for a percent-
age of these accounts. 
4)   You might find it better to give non-cash assets, such as shares of stock 
or real estate. Giving appreciated assets to the Sons of Confederate Veter-
ans enables you to make a tax deductible gift* and avoid capital gains tax.* 
5)   You might also consider giving directly from your IRA, either a specific 
amount or your required minimum distribution.* 
6)   Do you have assets that are not generating income? Using these assets 
to fund a Charitable Trust can provide you with income and benefit the SCV 
as the remainder beneficiary. Plus, there are tax advantages* that you 
might find very attractive. 
     We can help. Give us a call and we can walk you through the process of 
these types of planned gifts and other ideas. Contact Adam Southern at 
exedir@scv.org or call 1-800-380-1896. 
 
R. S. Jason Boshers, Commander-in-Chief 
Walter D. “Donnie” Kennedy, Lt. Commander-in-Chief 
James Ronald Kennedy, Chief of Heritage Operations  
 

Continuing the fight over the  
Reconciliation Memorial  

 
My fellow Southerners and like-minded individuals: 
     The NDAA for 2024 passed the House with the necessary amendments 
that protect our Nation’s history. I want to thank everyone who contacted 
their politicians either by phone, mail or the one-click politics link. Your ac-
tions made an impact and a difference. Well done. 
     Now we ask you to step up again and contact the members of the Sen-
ate, because it is now time for that body to pass this critical piece of legisla-
tion. Below is the link for one-click politics that will be sent to certain Sena-
tors—not all Senators, and not all Republican Senators. It is only going to 

Republican Senators in Southern states; so, it is possible that your “To 
Senator” field could be empty. If the “To Senator” field is empty, then the 
link and email will be  
unusable for you. 
 
 https://oneclickpolitics.global.ssl.fastly.net/promo/5XP 
     I ask that you please follow the link and send the prepared email. All it 
takes is a few clicks and a minute of your time. We appreciate you and 
everything you have done in this important fight. 
 
R. S. Jason Boshers, Commander-in-Chief 
Walter D. “Donnie” Kennedy, Lt. Commander-in-Chief 
James Ronald “Ron” Kennedy, Chief-of-Heritage Operations 
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The Siege of  Knoxville, TN 

Prelude to the Battle 
Tennessee Secedes from the Union 
     On June 8, 1861, Tennessee became the last Southern state to se-
cede from the Union. The decision, however, was far from unanimous. In 
the eastern part of the state, the referendum on secession lost by some 
20,000 votes at the polls. Starting an independent secessionist move-
ment, citizens of East Tennessee petitioned the state legislature to form a 
new state that would remain in the Union. The governor responded by 
sending military personnel to Knoxville to enforce the statewide vote for 
secession. Despite attempts to coerce the population, many residents in 
East Tennessee and Knoxville remained pro-Union throughout the Ameri-
can Civil War. 
Tennessee’s Strategic Importance 
     President Abraham Lincoln considered the liberation of East Tennes-
see to be of paramount importance. Beyond the moral and political duty 
to support the loyal citizens of that part of the Union, East Tennessee 
was strategically valuable. The main railway connecting the Confederate 
capital at Richmond, Virginia to Chattanooga, Tennessee, and on to the 
Deep South ran through Knoxville. In addition, East Tennessee farmers 
produced large amounts of food supplies that either side could use to 
sustain their armies if they controlled the area. 
Ambrose Burnside’s East Tennessee Campaign 
     Despite its strategic importance and being high on the president’s list 
of priorities, events in other theaters of the war delayed any major Union 
action in the area until the Army of the Ohio, commanded by Major Gen-
eral Ambrose Burnside, moved to occupy East Tennessee in the summer 
of 1863. By the time Burnside neared Knoxville, events occurring in the 
Chickamauga Campaign had forced most of the Confederate defenders 
to move to southern Tennessee, leaving only a token force behind. Burn-
side’s cavalry reached Knoxville on September 2, almost unopposed. On 
September 3, Burnside marched his army into Knoxville, where the citi-
zenry warmly received them. With Knoxville occupied, Burnside next 
captured the Cumberland Gap on September 9, and he turned his atten-
tion to clearing the area of any remaining Rebels. 
Burnside Ordered South 
     Shortly after Burnside secured East Tennessee, Confederate Gen-
eral Braxton Bragg and his Army of Tennessee soundly defeated Major 
General William Rosecrans and his Army of the Cumberland at the Battle 
of Chickamauga (September 19–20). Bragg drove Rosecrans’ army out 
of northern Georgia, back to Chattanooga, Tennessee, and then be-
sieged the city for two months. As the Union situation at Chattanooga 
worsened, Washington officials ordered Burnside to leave Knoxville and 
march south to help lift the siege. Burnside moved toward Chattanooga, 
but skirmishes with Confederate cavalry from Virginia slowed his ad-
vance. 
Longstreet Ordered North 
     Meanwhile, in southern Tennessee, Bragg knew of the threat Burn-
side’s army posed to his investment of Chattanooga. During the siege, 
relations between Bragg and fellow Confederate General James Long-
street deteriorated because of Longstreet’s criticism of Bragg’s failure to 
pursue the defeated Federals more aggressively at Chickamauga. Want-
ing to rid himself of Longstreet, Bragg received approval from Confeder-
ate President Jefferson Davis to detach Longstreet from Bragg’s com-
mand and to send Longstreet north to deal with Burnside. Bragg planned 
on Longstreet being able to drive Burnside away, re-capture Knoxville, 

and return south before Ulysses S. Grant, who had replaced Rosecrans, 
could attempt a breakout from Chattanooga. 
     On November 4, 1863, Longstreet left the Chattanooga area on the 
East Tennessee & Georgia Railroad with a force of about 10,000 infantry-
men, supported by about 5,000 cavalry troopers. Progress was slower 
than expected, however, as the transport trains, loaded with soldiers and 
supplies, had trouble negotiating the steep mountainous grades in the 
region. Longstreet did not cross the Tennessee River until November 14. 
Battle of Campbell’s Station 
     The two armies skirmished for two days until they met at the Battle of 
Campbell’s Station on November 16. Longstreet had hoped to occupy the 
intersection of Concord and Kingston roads at Campbell’s Station before 
Burnside, positioning the Confederates between the Federals and Knox-
ville. Burnside realized the danger of not being able to fall back to his 
fortifications at Knoxville. Thus, he ordered a forced march to the critical 
intersection and deployed his soldiers just fifteen minutes before Long-
street arrived. The Confederates launched several successful assaults, 
each driving the Federals back, but the Union retreats were orderly. 
Longstreet did not prevent Burnside from occupying his fortifications at 
Knoxville. 
Longstreet Besieges Knoxville 
     With the Federals safely entrenched in Knoxville, Longstreet decided 
to besiege the city on November 19. However, Longstreet knew Confed-
erate officials could recall him to Chattanooga if Grant threatened Bragg’s 
investment there. Thus, Longstreet searched for a weakness in Burn-
side’s fortifications that he might exploit. 
Battle of Fort Sanders 
     Longstreet determined that Fort Sanders, northwest of Knoxville, was 
the most vulnerable position in Burnside’s defenses. On November 29, 
1863, Longstreet ordered a surprise attack on the fort, which was protect-
ed by a twelve-foot-wide ditch with vertical sides nearly four to ten feet 
deep. Crossing the ditch under enemy fire proved impossible, and the 
Federals repulsed the assault. The Battle of Fort Sanders was short and 
only lasted for about twenty minutes. Confederate losses were heavy. Of 
roughly 4,000 men engaged in the attack, over 800 were casualties (129 
killed, 458 wounded, and 226 captured). Federal losses were around only 
twenty men. 
About-face 
     Before Longstreet could plan another assault, he received news of 
Bragg’s defeat at the Battle of Missionary Ridge (November 25, 1863) 
and of the Confederate retreat into Georgia. Bragg ordered Longstreet to 
abandon his siege at Knoxville and rejoin the Army of Tennessee in 
Georgia. 
Grant, however, had sent a relief force toward Knoxville, commanded 
by William T. Sherman. Upon learning that Sherman was headed to 
Knoxville, Bragg changed his mind and ordered Longstreet to stay at 
Knoxville as long as possible to prevent Sherman from returning to Geor-
gia. 
Battle of Bean’s Station and Return to Virginia 
     Longstreet held out until December 4, when he lifted the Siege of 
Knoxville and marched his army northeast. Pursuing federal troops en-
gaged Longstreet on December 14 at the Battle of Bean’s Station. The 
Rebels won a tactical victory by driving the Yankees back by nightfall, but 
Longstreet did not continue the battle the next day because the Federals 
entrenched overnight. Instead, he moved off and established winter quar-
ters in the northeastern tip of Tennessee and returned to Virginia in the 
spring. 
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Watch our meetings on  
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