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Good Grief

Camp News:

Commander’s Report – Richard Dillon
Hello Compatriots,
Boy, oh boy, 2016 is almost over. It seems as if it was only yesterday that we
had our Lee-Jackson Banquet, yet we will be planning for the next one at our
November Meeting.
Adjutant McCluney informed me that Dianne Bonert, affectionately known as
the Medicine Lady, was scheduled to be our November speaker, but was forced to
cancel due to surgery. Please include Dianne in your prayers.
Due to Dianne's cancellation, Larry called on Brother James Taylor, at the last
minute, to speak to us and Brother Taylor was delighted to accept. I have always enjoyed Brother Taylor's
programs. As I have said before, I always go home feeling a little bit better about the world and myself after
hearing Brother Taylor speak.
I had to miss the trip to Helena, but I understand that Ron Kelly conducted an informative and interesting tour.
I'm sure we will have a report on it at the meeting.
Please make every effort to attend the November meeting. WE NEED YOU!!

Historical Articles – pp.6-9

UPCOMING EVENTS
• Camp Meeting – Thursday,
st
September 1, 2016, 7:00 PM at 1
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in Indianola
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Camp Meeting, September and October, 2016

Adjutant’s Report – Larry McCluney
There is no report for a Camp meeting for the month of October since the Camp chose to go to Helena, Ark as
an excursion instead of a Camp meeting. There were four Camp members present and one OCR member that took
advantage of this outing.
For the Recruiting booth at Carrollton, four Camp members participated and two OCR members participated.
We gave away lots of yard signs and collected almost 300 signatures for the Flag petition.
Annette McCluney wanted me to ad to my report a personal Thank You to Joe Nokes, Connor Bond, and myself
for presenting colors at the MS State UDC Convention at the Confederate Memorial Hall in Greenwood. She
wished more could have participated but was thankful to those who could participate.

Ella Palmer Chapter, #9, OCR; President
Sandra Stillman
Ladies of the OCR,
Now is the time that we should be planning for the Lee/Jackson Banquet. We need
to be collecting gifts for our raffle and planning our decorations for the night. Please
forward to me all gifts and decoration ideas.

Mechanized Cavalry Report
1G STATE MEETING 5 NOV 2016 AT LAKE TIAK O’KHATA
LOUISVILLE MISS.
The Mississippi SCVMC State meeting will be held at Lake Tiak O’Khata in Louisville
on Sat 5 Nov at SMYTH HALL room 278K. We have met there in the pass and is next
door to the hotel and across the road from the restaurant on top of the hill. The
meeting will start at 2pm. If you plan to stay the night and need a room you can call
1-888-845-6151 for reservations.
This is a maximum effort ride/meeting and need everyone possible to be
there. We will be having the election for Captain and nominations should be sent to
st
1 Sgt. Paul Young. You can also give your nomination to any Lt. or officer in the 1G
and they can forward it to Sgt. Young. Do not send me nominations.
If anyone has something to add to the agenda please contact me, Gunner.
We have two items to discuss and vote on dealing with our Constitution before the
election. Details of this will be posted on our Private FB page and through email.
As items are added I will post an agenda in the future. The following are the
scheduled Annuals….. 2017 North Carolina 2018 South Carolina; 2019 Texas
Thanks and look forward to seeing everyone there. Some have asked and I am
running for re-election as Captain of the 1G.
Steven Gunner Rutherford, Captain SCVMC1G Mississippi

Lt. Commander’s Report – Brent Mitchell
Dian Bohner was scheduled to be our guest speaker for November but she will be having surgery then and had
to cancel. Thus, Bro. James Taylor will be taking her place to speak. It is always a pleasure to here Bro. Taylor and
we hope everyone comes out to hear his message.
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Honor Your Ancestor
Many of us enjoy talking about our ancestors and the pride we have in doing it. A lot of the times when we are amongst friends we jump at the opportunity to
tell our ancestor’s stories. Therefore, I challenge everyone to prepare a short presentation about your ancestor to present at a camp meeting. Keep it about 5
minutes in length. I will ask the commander to give a spot on the agenda every month for a short presentation. If your presentation is longer, contact Brent
Mitchell so we can make it a Camp program. Also, if you have a picture of your ancestor, bring a copy for everyone to see. Volunteers to start speaking at our
September meeting. Last month Joe Nokes gave an excellent program on his ancestor. November will highlight Larry McCluney’s Ancestor. Who will volunteer for
December?

March in Monroe, LA for Mardi Gras
This use to be an annual thing for our Camp members to participate in and have fun.
Lets make plans now to participate next year, February 18, 2017 at 6:00 PM. Mark your
as the Camp voted to participate.

Membership Renewals
The South needs all its Sons thus I urge you to get your membership dues in fast. Our
goal is 100% renewal. Our annual dues are due on August 1 and the last date is October
31. You should have gotten notification from the Mississippi Division Adjutant. It should
describe the dues you owe for the upcoming year and an opportunity to donate to
Mississippi Division Projects. The check for dues and donations will be sent to Larry
McCluney, your Camp Adjutant as prescribed in your Renewal Notice. National dues of
$30, State Dues of 10, and Camp Dues of $10. All must be paid to remain a member in
good standing. Life memberships can be purchased for National and Mississippi Division.
Life membership in the National Organization exempts one from paying annual dues to
the National Organization only. It does not exempt you from paying annual dues to the
Mississippi Division nor your Camp dues.
Life membership in the Mississippi Division exempts one from paying annual dues to
the Mississippi Division only. It does not exempt you from paying annual dues to your
Camp dues. For information about Division Life membership go to
www.mississippiscv.org/links.html and then go to article 4.C of the bylaws. For more
information about National Life Membership go to www.scv.org, then go to services, then forms and documents, and then life membership application.

Mississippi Division News

1G Mech Cav News
I have been nominated for the lieutenant position for Central Squad in our 1G. I have been a member of the SCV and the Mechanized Cavalry for 3 years. In that
short time I received a promotion to corporal. Last August I was heavily involved in the planning of the Rebels Ride Rally at the state capitol that, to date, has been
the largest one yet. Mechanized Cavalry came from 5 different states to answer our call to save the Mississippi flag. I have also recruited numerous men to the
Central Squad to take it from the smallest to the largest in the Company. I am commander and a charter member of the Rankin Greys Camp 2278 in Florence, MS.
It is a new camp that started in March of this year with 7 members and is now at 20, with an average attendance of 45 at each meeting. I have put together a
group to ride in the Dixie National parade in 2016, the Clinton Christmas parade in 2015, and organized numerous work days at Beauvoir. I secured the 1G a spot
for an Initiative 58 booth at the Sturgis bike rally by personally dealing with the rally board and the city of Sturgis. I have worked many of the Initiative 58 booths,
including the weekend of the Trail of Honor at the Jackson Harley-Davidson dealership. All of these things and more I have managed to do in the short 3 years that
I have been in the Mississippi Division. With the support of fine men such as yourselves, imagine what we can do together in the next three.
None of this would have been possible without the support and help of my brothers in the 1G Central Squad. I am not a fan of looking to the past. I want us to
look to the future and make the 1G Central Squad even larger, and more active, and by doing so, enhance the 1G. My motto is “lead by example,” and I would be
honored to lead you. Thank you for your past and continued support and I hope to see you men in Louisville on November 5 for our state meeting. If you cannot
attend, you can contact 1st Sergeant Paul Young via paulyoung8501@comcast.net or text at 601-261-9222 to cast your vote.
Corporal Billy Bryant
(601) 668-2422
bayoubilly12@yahoo.com
Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android

MS Division EC Meeting
The Mississippi Division EC will meet Saturday, 11/19/2016
at the War Memorial Building in Jackson at 9:30 a.m. In order to place any activity on the agenda please contact e-mail Mike Wooten: pftr72@aol.com
Deadline on 11-17-2016 at 5:00 p.m.
Louis P. Foley,Sr.
Mississippi SCV Division Commander
601-683-3266 (Home)
601-604-4825 (Cell and bad signal here in the country)
E-mail: msdivcommanderlou@gmail.com
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National SC News:

National SCV Museum
The Groundbreaking Ceremony for the National Confederate Museum was conducted at Elm Springs October 15, 2016. Attendance was great, and included
your entire General Executive Council, Tennessee UDC President, political dignitaries (State Rep., Senator, and Mayor of Columbia), as well as many UDC and other
SCV members. The Mechanized Cavalry made a good showing. There were over 100 in attendance.
The Museum fund raising campaign continues, and there is a competition among Camps. The new Museum construction at Elm Springs will allow the SCV to
better communicate and educate the public and members as to the true history of the Confederate Soldier, without pandering and without skewing or shading the
truth.

Southern Heritage Festival
The Sons of Confederate Veterans (i.e., you) are presenting a Southern Heritage Festival November 11 – 13 at Elm Springs, Columbia, TN. Entertainment for
children and adults is planned. Executive Director Michael Landree is coordinating this event.

Heritage Operations
Two “Mega Flag” sites and a potential lawsuit were considered for funding and/or approval. A Mega Flag project on Interstate 22 in Alabama was approved. A
funding request for in W. Va. was denied due to lack of specificity. National is requiring details and longevity with regard to the sites to be funded. SCV ownership
of the land and/or a 99 year lease seems to be the standard.

Forrest Rides Again!
The request for a waiver to the Tennessee Heritage
Preservation Act of 2015 in order to remove the Forrest
statue HAS BEEN DENIED!
God has blessed our Heritage Warriors with a great
Victory!
Memphis City Council's request to move the
monument has been DENIED. Congratulations to the
Memphis Brigade, Sons of Confederate Veterans, and all
those who helped win this battle. Those in attendance
said the discussion was brief and the decision to protect
the monument came swiftly.
The war against our heritage is not over, by any means,
but this victory, and scores of others like it across the
country are serving to inspire others to rise up and join
our ranks, and will serve to further discourage
municipalities from even considering similar actions,
knowing the attempt will to lead to further division
among citizenry, countless wasted hours and resources,
and taxpayer money tossed away in unnecessary and
expensive legal fees.
“Never stand and take a charge… charge them too.”
Nathan Bedford Forrest
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Nathan Bedford Forrest statue won't be relocated
GATLINBURG — The Tennessee Historical Commission rejected a move by Memphis City Council to relocate the controversial statue of Nathan Bedford Forrest
from a park near downtown Memphis.
The application for the move was submitted in reaction to the Tennessee Heritage Protection Act of 2013, which prevents cities or counties from relocating,
removing, renaming, or otherwise disturbing war memorials on public properties.
The Tennessee Historical Commission denied the application for waiver based on criteria adopted by the commission in October 2015.
The meeting took place Friday morning at Brookside Resort Event Center in Gatlinburg. The 29-member board meets three times a year, in February, June
and October. Eighteen members of the board were at Friday’s meeting.
According to Max Fleischer, legal representative for THC, the commission had the opportunity to vote to change the criteria Friday but no motion was made
to do so.
“The commission had already adopted criteria, and if the application did not meet the criteria it would be denied,” Fleischer said. “Basically, what happened
here today is the waiver came before the commission and they were given the option to allow it to be denied under that criteria or, if they wanted, they could
have rescinded that criteria.”
In August 2015, the Memphis City Council voted to remove the statue, along with the remains of Forrest and his wife, from the park.
The commission considered only the fate of the statue on Friday. Family approval and court approval would be needed to relocate the remains of Forrest and
his wife.
The council vote followed a national effort to remove Confederate symbols in public spaces in the wake of a widely publicized mass shooting at a church in
Charleston, S.C.
Allan J. Wade, an attorney representing the city of Memphis, sought a waiver in March with the Tennessee Historical Commission to have the removal
considered. In the application, Wade requested the statue be relocated to a “more suitable location.”
The application stated the city of Savannah, Tenn., "had expressed interest for the relocation” and The National Civil War Trust was considering a proposal to
move the statue to Brice’s Crossroad National Battlefield site near Baldwyn, Miss.
“Both locations are far more suitable than the present site,” Wade said in the application.
The city can submit another application for waiver for consideration, but the criteria has not changed.
The statue, which depicts the former Confederate lieutenant-general astride his horse “King Phillip,” is currently located in Health Sciences Park between
Union Avenue and Madison Avenue.
The statue was dedicated to the city of Memphis in 1905 and erected as an “enduring monument” to Forrest.
Forrest famously made a fortune trading slaves prior to the Civil War. He also was a controversial figure during the war, allegedly leading a massacre of Union
Troops at Fort Pillow in 1864, most of whom were black and attempting to surrender.
He was also the first Grand Wizard of the Ku Klux Klan.
The 9,500-pound statue was designed in New York and cast in Paris, France. In 1904, the bodies of Forrest and his wife were reinterred to the site of the
statue from Elmwood Cemetery.
Former Memphis Mayor A C Wharton suggested in 2015 the remains of Forrest and his wife should be moved back to Elmwood Cemetery, less than 2 miles
south of their current resting place.
Frank Cagle, a columnist for the Knoxville News Sentinel, said Friday that despite the desire in Memphis to relocate the statue, you cannot erase history.
“I think there is a lot of sentiment in Memphis to erase any memory of Forrest, but the Commission will run up against a buzz saw in the Legislature, where a
bust of Forrest has a prominent niche,” Cagle said. “My position is that you don't erase history. You use opportunities to have a teachable moment. Kids in
school need to know what happened, the good and the bad.”

Ruling won't end statue fight, city official says
Local officials who have fought for decades to have the statue of Confederate Civil War general Nathan Bedford Forrest removed from a city park say they're
disappointed by a ruling from the Tennessee Historical Commission on Friday that denied the city's application to move the statue and graves to another site.
But City Council attorney Alan Wade believes the commission used an "unofficial criteria" adopted in October 2015 that said it would not approve an application
for a property listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
"And so they said that Forrest Park is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. (But) before the meeting we filed a document that explained to them
Forrest Park no longer exists," Wade said. "It was renamed in 2013, and that designation was technically revoked by the City Council." Also, the statue of Forrest
atop his horse is not mentioned in the historic designation.
The council does have options, which he would not disclose. "I'll explain all the options, and they’ll explain how they want to pursue it," Wade said. It's
disappointing, said former City Council member Myron Lowery, who was chairman of the council and sponsored the ordinance to remove the statue and graves.
Lowery intends to work with the council and Memphis Mayor Jim Strickland on the city's next steps.
"Times have changed, people have changed, attitudes have changed, and I think government continues to need to be responsive to the citizens they serve,"
he said. "And a majority of the citizens of Memphis says no to Nathan Bedford Forrest."
Lee Millar, spokesman for the Memphis Area Sons of Confederate Veterans, was at the historical commission meeting in Gatlinburg and is happy with their
action.
"I think it’s a great decision that the statue and the graves did not need to be moved," Millar said. "It's part of Memphis history. Memphis should not be
destroying our history; we should be adding to our history with more markers and statues. I think the decision of the historical commission was entirely correct
and saved a little bit of Memphis history."
Before the Civil War, Forrest became wealthy as a Memphis slave trader. During the war, he was accused of leading a massacre against the mostly black
Union Troops at Fort Pillow as they tried to surrender. Forrest later became the first Grand Wizard of the Ku Klux Klan.
He died in 1877 and his wife Mary died in 1893. They were buried at Elmwood Cemetery, but were moved in 1904 to what was then Forrest Park, which was
renamed Health Sciences Park in 2013 by the council.
There is significant historical significance in when the statue was erected and the park created, said Shelby County Commissioner Walter Bailey, a
decadeslong advocate for the statue's removal.
"Of course it was erected as a thumb your nose from the South having lost the Civil War," Bailey said. "It was designed to say to the world that we here in
Memphis, in this part of the South, that our racist and segregated views are still prevailing. We may have lost the Civil War, but we are still in control. And in
fact, those who support and pay tribute to the statue do so from views of segregation and racial hostility."
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He's not surprised that the Republican Tennessee Legislature, which wrote the law that blocks local governments from altering public war memorials,
directed appeals to a commission appointed by the governor.
It is the same body, Bailey said, that clashed with the Memphis branch of the NAACP over the commission's attempt to reword a Memphis Massacre
marker, which was characterized in 1866 as a "race riot."
"Quite frankly, it's stacked with people who live methodically in the Old South," Bailey said. "That’s why the legislation directed it to go to that commission
because they knew it was a stacked deck when it got there."
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10

The Delta General | November 2016, Volume XIX, Issue 11

