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Commander’s Comments — Michael Anthony 
     Greetings men and ladies of the Benjamin G Humphreys Camp and the Ella Palmer Chapter of the Order of the Con-
federate Rose and our friends and followers who read this newsletter. Though this is the May edition of “Commander’s 
Comments”, I actually write this in April: Confederate Heritage and History Month. Unfortunately, the celebration this event 
deserves does not receive the recognition it really deserves; however, you can Live the Charge by celebrating and honor-
ing your Confederate Heritage EVERY month of the year!  
     I am always writing about how to Live the Charge that was given to us by one of our great Confederate generals: Ste-
ven D Lee. Attending Camp meetings is one way; but another way is to educate yourself and learn as much as you can 
about the military history of the War Between the States. Members of the Benjamin G Humphreys Camp had the opportuni-
ty to do both during our April Camp Meeting. One of our Camp’s favorite activities is participating in Alan Palmer’s Trivia 
Nights and the topic this night was the Battle of Shiloh. Alan chose this topic because our meeting closely coincided with 
the 163rd Anniversary of the Battle; and the annual reunion of the Mississippi Division of the Sons of Confederate Veterans 
will be held very close to the Shiloh Battlefield. I learned a lot from the fifteen questions Alan asked and was actually 
shocked when I won third place in the Contest! Learning about our military heritage teaches us about the wisdom of our 
leaders and the bravery, valor, and honor of our soldiers, leaders, and all of the men who served in the Army and Navy of 
the Confederate States of America. If your child talks about superheroes, tell him or her about the Confederate soldier, 
sailor, or officer. He is a true superhero, willing to sacrifice all that is loved and dear to uphold Constitutional Liberty and 
Freedom.  
     In honor of Confederate Heritage and History Month, the Benjamin G Humphreys Camp will host its annual Confederate 
Memorial Service on Saturday, May 3 at two oclock at the Confederate Cemetery in Greenville. The Confederate Memorial 
Service is one of the most solemn, yet meaningful, events of the year. It is at this time when the members and friends of 
the Camp gather together before the granite and marble memorials to our Confederate dead. We honor their service to 
their Country, we pay our respects to their lives, and we revere their sacrifice. Sometimes in the contemporary battle to 
save Confederate Monuments and Heritage, we forget that the Confederacy was made of actual men who served their 
nation in its fight for freedom. Some returned to their families and their homes; and others never did. We memorialize them 
all; not just for their individual sacrifices, but for the awesome and humbling legacy they left us: the Sons of Confederate 
Veterans.  
     May is a beautiful month in the calendar. Take the time to enjoy the wonderful weather and pleasant spring air before 
the heat and humidity we are famous for arrives. Visit a War Between the States Battlefield: Vicksburg, Raymond, Corinth, 
Shiloh, or maybe a weekend trip to more distant places. See the land our ancestors fought to preserve as a bastion of 
liberty and Constitutional freedom. Learn their histories. Remember their sacrifice. Live the Charge.  
 

Guest Speaker for Memorial / Camp Meeting May 3, 2025  

Bro. Earl McCown 
     Our Camp meeting for April will coincide with our Camp’s Confederate Memorial Day Service on April 20th at 2:00 PM 
at the Greenville Cemetery in the Confederate Plot. Bring a chair and possibly an extra one for guests. Our speaker for the 
service is Bro. Earl McCown. After the service, we will have a short Camp meeting. Reenactors are asked to be on site at 
1:00 PM. The ladies of the Ella Palmer Chapter, OCR, will provide refreshments as usual. Incase of bad weather, memorial 
service will be held on May 10, “Same Bat time, Same Bat place!!” 
 

Adjutant’s Report —  April 12, 2025 Minutes — Dan McCaskill 
 

Call to Order: At 6:00 PM CDT by Commander Michael Anthony 
Opening Prayer and Blessing: 1st Lt. Commander Larry McCluney  
Pledge and Salutes: Camp Color Sergeant Earl Allen, Jr.  
Reading of The Charge: Camp Color Sergeant Earl Allen, Jr.   
    
   Commander Michael Anthony welcomed everyone to our monthly Camp Meeting. While the ladies prepared the evening 
meal, Commander Anthony moved on to new Camp Business. 
     New Camp Business: 1) Division Reunion Delegation – Adjutant Dan McCaskill reported that the Camp will have 
five Delegate votes at the Division Reunion. At present, Commander Michael Anthony, 1st Lt. Commander Larry McCluney 
and Adjutant Dan McCaskill will be attending the Reunion and will be the Camp’s Delegation. After a brief discussion on 
issues to be considered at the Reunion, Larry McCluney made a motion to allow the Camp’s Delegation to vote in the best 
interest of the Camp on all issues. The motion was seconded by Alan Palmer and passed without objection.  
     Old Business:  1) Confederate Headstones – Dan McCaskill reported that the two headstones to be purchased will 
cost $434 (tax included) each and they will be shipped to Dave’s Monument in Greenwood at no additional cost. The Camp 
will pickup and install the headstones. Total cost will be $868. With $151 in the Headstone Fund, $717 will have to be raise 
before ordering the stones. Kenneth Ray made a motion to proceed with the project and raise the $717. The motion was 
seconded Earl Allen and passed without objection. $200 was raised at the meeting leaving $515. 2) Camp Website - Larry 
McCluney was asked to research creating a new Website. Larry presented several options to the Camp members. After 
discussing the various options, Kenneth Ray made a motion to keep the Homestead Website, have Larry do some further 
research and re-visit the issue by the end of the year. David Floyd seconded the motion and the motion passed without 
objection.   
     Officer Reports: Commander: Michael Anthony stated Camp Members need to live The Charge by supporting projects 
like the Division Confederate Heritage billboard project. The billboard has been erected along Interstate 20 near Brandon. 
Also, the Camp’s Confederate Memorial Service will be Saturday, May 3rd starting at 2:00 pm at the Greenville Cemetery. 
Rain date will be May 10th.  1st Lt. Commander Larry McCluney reported he will be searching for a speaker at our June 
Camp Meeting.  Adjutant Dan McCaskill reported that the account balance stands at $2299 with only $45 spent from the 
Camp’s Budget. The Friends of the SCV Certificate and pin have been mailed to Louie Parrish in Arkansas. We have two 
potential new members and two past members desiring to join the Camp. If these join, Camp membership will be 50. No 
one attended the Celtic Fest in Carrollton due to rain. Finally, the cemetery clean-up has been indefinitely postponed. 
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MOSB: Chapter Adjutant Dan McCaskill reported dues from Larry McCluney have been received making Larry the 10th member of the Chapter. OCR: 
Chapter President Sandra Stillman did not have a report but the ladies offered to make a $50 donation to the Camp to go toward the cost of the 
Camp’s Website. Gator Stillman made a motion to accept this generous donation of $50 from the OCR. The motion was seconded by Kenneth Ray 
and passed without objection. Past CIC Larry McCluney reported the National Confederate Memorial Service will be held on May 3rd at Elm Springs; 
cabinets for the Museum donated by the Order of the Southern Cross valued at $20,000 value have been received and installed in the Museum; im-
provements to the property are being made.  
     The was recessed for the evening meal of homemade Lasagna prepared by Annette McCluney. 
     Program: Our speaker for the evening was past Division Commander Alan Palmer. Alan gave one of his famous “Trivia Test” on the Battle of Shi-
loh. A copy of the test will be on file with the minutes. With Alan’s test, you learn some of the lesser known facts. Alan also twisted some questions to 
test your knowledge. Larry McCluney was banned from taking the test due to his recent research on the Battle of Shiloh for the April Camp Newsletter. 
The top three scorers were 1st , Dan McCaskill; 2nd, David Floyd and 3rd, Michel Anthony. Each received a prize.  
     The MS Division Memorial Service will be held at Beauvoir, Saturday, April 26, 2025 at 2:00 pm.  
    With no other business coming before the Camp, Gator Stillman made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Kenneth Ray and the motion passed with-
out objection. Attendance for the meeting was 14. Next Camp Meeting will be May 3, 2025 after the Memorial Service. 
     The Camp Meeting was closed with the singing of Dixie.  

 

 

May 3, 2025 

The Camp will hold its Annual Confederate Memorial Service on Saturday, May 3, 2025, at the UDC Plot in the Greenville Cemetery. The 
Service will start at 2:00 pm, CDT. Our Speaker for the Service will be Camp Chaplain Earl McCown. During the Service, there will be a head-
stone dedication to Richard McAtee by the Honor Guard led by Larry McCluney. Re-enactors are needed for the Honor/Rifle Guard and are 
asked to be at the cemetery no later than 1:30. The Ladies of the OCR Chapter will be providing refreshments. Bring your chairs! There will 
also be a short Camp Meeting after the Service. May 10 will be an alternate date in the event of rain. A reminder will be sent as the event 
draws near. 
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The Chaplian’s Pen — Earl McCown 
 
     Let’s address a very serious question in this 
message: “What if John 3:16 were NOT true?” 
Look at this verse: “For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoso-
ever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.” (JOHN 3:16, KJV). 
     When we visit this verse, we are walking on 
very familiar ground. This is, in my opinion, the 
most familiar verse in all Scripture. It is a favor-
ite verse of children, and is often quoted to 
dying people. In Scripture, it was spoken to a good and religious 
man to explain salvation. It’s was used to win the ruler of the Jews 
to Jesus. Truly, a very inspiring verse. 
     But what if this great verse were not true? But, what if God had 
not loved the world? Without His love, there would be no hope at 
all. Our world would be a dark planet hurtling through space without 
hope; with nothing to live for and no purpose for existence. Every 
death would be the end of personal hope and every grave a place 
of despair. A world where prayers were but useless cries to the 
skies. 
     But, God does love the world! Everything speaks of His love. 
Every sunrise, every blade of grass, every fountain of water, every 
birth, the face of every child. But the greatest demonstration of His 
love is the cross! 
     What if God had not given His Son? (“He gave his only begotten 
Son…”. God’s love would be frustrated without the cross. We all 
know that real love requires giving. A man marries: then works, 
provides, cares… A woman marries and gives of herself for her 
family… Man anticipates his death; so he provides with insurance. 
God has given His Son; and apart from this there would be no sal-
vation. 
     What is God’s offer of salvation were not for the “Whosoevers”? 
(“that whosoever”) This is a wonderful word, it is general yet partic-
ular. It embraces all and yet touches each one. It reaches out to 
you. Suppose God had offered salvation only to the rich.  Supposed 
God offered salvation only to the healthy or educated. But God calls 
all people (“whosoever”), individually to trust Him. 
     What if God’s offer were not based on faith alone? (remember 
He said “whosoever believeth”).Picture, if you would, men working, 
trying, dying. Picture men learning, earning, failing. Above all, con-
sider the dying thief on the cross; and the offer to other dying men. 
     Let me just close by telling you, for sure, JOHN 3:16 IS TRUE! 
You can be saved by faith in Christ. And it is important that we take 
this message to the world today. 

Brig/General Charles Clark Chapter 
253, MOS&B. 

 
Greetings: 
  
     I have just received great news from a very reliable source; 
Compatriot Larry McCluney has submitted his application for mem-
bership in the Military Order of the Stars and Bars. This will bring 
our active membership up to eleven members. 
     This is great… We are still looking for a “few good men” with 
ancestors that served as Confederate 
officers or held office of Confederate politi-
cian. 
I know that several of our SCV Camp 
members are, in fact, qualified for mem-
bership. How about it, let’s talk about it. It 
would be a very good thing to enroll all our 
qualified members in the B/G Charles 
Clark Chapter 253, MOS&B. 
     Congratulations to our newest mem-
ber!!! 
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Mississippi Division News 
2025 Mississippi Division Reunion 

Pickwick Landing, TN   June 6-8, 2025 
 

 

Compatriots of the Mississippi Division SCV and Ladies of the Mississippi 
Society OCR, 
     We are honored to invite you to the 2025 Mississippi Division Annual 
Reunion, hosted by Col. William P. Rogers Camp 321. The Reunion will 
be held on June 6-8, 2025, at the Lodge at Pickwick Landing State Park, 
Pickwick Landing, TN. 
     Our Annual Reunion serves as a gathering of our compatriots, families, 
and friends. It is a time when we come together to transact the business 
of our organization but also as a time to celebrate our shared honorable 
heritage, reflect on our achievements from the past year, and envision the 
future of our organizations. Please make plans to join us for a memorable 
weekend. 
     Our host hotel is the Lodge at Pickwick Landing, located on the banks 
of the Tennessee River in Pickwick Landing, TN. The Lodge offers 119 
rooms, all of which directly face the Tennessee River, as well as a great 
restaurant and bar. Room Rates are $155.00 a night. Please use Group 
Code 8244 to receive this room rate when booking. 
     Pickwick is close to many sites of the War for Southern Independence: 
the battlefields of Shiloh, Brice's Crossroads, Corinth, and Davis Bridge. 
The state park also offers some amazing fishing and golfing. 
Registration is now open, and we encourage you to secure your spot at 
the reunion at your earliest convenience. Please take advantage of our 
early registration rates. 
     If you have any questions or need assistance, please do not hesitate 
to reach out to the Reunion Planning Committee 
at msdivadjutant@gmail.com. 
     We look forward to seeing you next June at Pickwick! 
In the Bonds of the Old South, 
  
Mike Moore, Chairman 
2025 Reunion Host Committee  
 

Commander Michael Anthony Declares for 
1st Brigade Councilman 

 

     To the Members of the First Brigade of the Mississippi Division of the 
Sons of Confederate Veterans; my name is Michael Anthony and I am 
proud to announce my candidacy for First Division Brigade Commander 
for the Mississippi Division. I am a proud resident of Clarksdale and I have 
been a member of the Benjamin G Humphreys Camp for four years, 
where I currently serve as Camp Commander.  
     I am running for Brigade Commander because as the Camp Com-
mander, I am constantly telling my Camp members to Live the Charge; 
and one of my personal mottos is “Be the Change You Want to See in 
Others.” So now is my time to step out of my Camp and step up. I sincere-
ly believe the words of the Charge; trying to “emulate his virtues” every 
day. As a student of my favorite Confederate: General Robert E Lee, I 
model my life after his, carrying within me compassion, empathy, grace, 
honor, and dignity in all I do. I want the Mississippi Division to move for-
ward and move past the personality conflicts of the past. I want our Divi-
sion to be a leader among all divisions of the SCV and show the rest of 
the world how Sons of Confederate Veterans protect, preserve, and pro-
mote the Confederate Soldiers’ good name. All of us share one of God’s 
greatest gifts: we are sons of Confederate soldiers. Men who laid down 
their plows, their axes, their oars, their ledgers, their pulpits to fight for the 
Constitutional Liberty and Freedom given to us by our Revolutionary fore-
fathers. Our Confederate ancestors are true American heroes. Our bond 
should unite us to Live the Charge every day. Whether I personally like 
you or not, I respect your desire to Live the Charge and promote Confed-
erate history and heritage; and I will work with you.  
     Men of the First Division of the Mississippi Division of the Sons of Con-
federate Veterans; I appreciate your vote for Brigade Commander. Your 
trust and faith in me will never be forgotten or dismissed. I will work for 
you because we all will work together to Live the Charge. Thank you.  
 
 

Friends of  Beauvior  
     For as little as $25 annually, you can become a member of the Friends 
of Beauvior. Membership includes tour admission and a 10% discount at 
the Beauvior gift shop. 
 

Bricks for Beauvior  
     Honor your Confederate ancestors while supporting Beauvior. Each 
brick that you purchase will be engraved with your ancesÿtors rank, 
name, unit, and company. The memorial bricks will be laid creating a 
sidewalk from the UDC Arch to the Tomb of the Unknown Confederate 
soldier. For more information on these opportunities, please visit 
www.visitbeauvior.org or contact Beauvior directly at (228) 388-4400  
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SCV National News 

 
 
 
 
 
 

21st Century Confederate Heroes 
 

The National Sons of Confederate Veterans welcomes you to the 21st-
Century Confederate Heroes. Your generous donation will serve to re-
member and honor our Confederate Heroes and our beloved Southland. 
The program comes with many perks.  
1) Flag streamer or Neck Ribbon a. If you submit as an individual, you 

will receive a neck ribbon with a 21st Century Confederate Heroes 
medal on the ribbon. b. If you submitted as a camp, division or or-
ganization, you will receive a 21st Century Confederate Heroes 
streamer for your flag.  

2) Paver – a paver placed on the Walkway of Confederate Heroes from 
the Museum to the Forrest Plaza  

3) Certificate – A certificate documenting for future generations your 
membership as a Confederate Hero  

4) A copy of the hardcover book 21st Century Confederate Heroes with 
a page dedicated to the information provided by you that details the 
individual or camp, etc. you wish to memorialize. Up to three photos 
may be included   

5) Donor recognition in the National Confederate Museum – A Televi-
sion will be placed inside the Museum’s gift shop. This TV will dis-
play PowerPoint slides of the information 21st Century Confederate 
Heroes members provide. It can be you, your family, your ancestor, 
your camp, etc.  

6) A Flag flown from the Forrest Plaza – One of the purposes of the 
21st Century Confederate Heroes is to restore the Forrest Plaza. 
Once the plaza has been rebuilt and the flagpole is placed, every 
month for a year a donor will be drawn to receive the flag flown the 
previous month.  

7) A QR Code on a sign will be placed near the Forrest Plaza identify-
ing all those who donated $1,000 or more to the restoration of the 
Forrest Plaza prior to the 21st Century Confederate Heroes cam-
paign.  

 
Notes:  
Make checks out the Sons of Confederate Veterans and note 21st CCH in 
the memo line of your check.  
For more information contact Commander-in-Chief Walter D. Kennedy at: 
CiC@scv.org  
Or contact National HQ by mail or email:  
SCV, P.O. Box 59, Columbia, TN 38402  
exedir@scv.org  

 
 

 
 

SCV Chat — Every Monday Night on Facebook at 7:00 PM 
Central time and on Thursday Nights at 7:00 PM for Look 
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     In a quiet cemetery near Lincoln, Alabama, lies Pleasant Riggs 
Crump, believed to be the last living witness to one of the most defining 
moments in American history: the surrender of Robert E. Lee to Ulysses 
S. Grant at Appomattox Court House, Virginia, on April 9 and 10, 1865.  
     Born in 1847 in St Clair County, Alabama, Crump—known simply as 
“Riggs” to those who knew him—traveled to Petersburg, Virginia, in 1864 
to enlist in Company A of the 10th Alabama Infantry Regiment of the 
Confederate States Army. Many of the men in the 10th hailed from 
Crump’s home region, and by the time he joined, the unit had already 
witnessed the death and misery of the Civil War in the Eastern Theater. 
Crump arrived just in time to participate in the Battle of Hatcher's Run, 
Virginia, and the siege of Petersburg.  
     When General Lee decided to end the bloodshed, Crump and the 10th 
Alabama were with the Army of Northern Virginia at Appomattox. Reflect-
ing on that moment years later, Crump wrote that he stood “just across 
the road from the McLean House … and took his little part in the stacking 
of the arms."  
     More than just a witness, Crump has also been recognized by some 
historians in recent years as the last documented surviving Confederate 
soldier. He passed away in 1951 at the remarkable age of 104.  
     After the war, Crump returned home and married Mary Hall. Following 
her death in 1901, he married Ella Wallis. According to The Anniston 
Star (May 5, 2006 edition), Crump applied for a Confederate veteran’s 
pension in 1915 and received a check until his death. “He continued to 
work on his farm until after World War II.” He served as a deacon of Ref-
uge Baptist Church for 71 years.  
     His obituary noted that President Harry S. Truman honored him with 
the ceremonial title of "Colonel." In The South's Last Boys in Gray by Jay 

Hoar, family members remembered Crump fondly:  
 "Mr. Crump was active all his life. He loved pies and cakes and meat. 
He smoked his pipe all the time. … He liked to do things and had a 
sound mind as long as he lived."  
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