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Greetings men and ladies of the Benjamin G Humphreys Camp, the Brigadier General Charles Clark Chapter of the 
Military Order of the Stars and Bars, the Ella Palmer Chapter of the Order of the Confederate Rose, and our friends and 
followers who read this newsletter. The summer is fully upon us, and in the world of the Sons of Confederate Veterans 
and the Mississippi Division, it means reunion time. The Mississippi Division recently concluded its Annual Reunion, 
which was ostensibly about business, but it was really about the more important parts of being a member of the Sons of 
Confederate Veterans: friendship, fellowship, and coming together to support a common Cause. If you were fortunate 
enough to spend the weekend or just the day at Pickwick Lake just north of our State line, you were treated to delightful 
views, a pleasant and cozy lodge, and the company of people who, like you, are the proud decedents of a Confederate 
Veteran.  
 
Of course, the Sons of Confederate Veterans, and the Mississippi Division must conduct business to successfully func-
tion. But I will argue that the most important function of both the Sons of Confederate Veterans and the Mississippi Divi-
sion is bringing people together to support and uphold a common Cause. In his famous book Bowling Alone, Robert 
Putnam observes that every successive American generation since the Greatest Generation has seen a movement away 
from common activities toward individual pursuits. He first recognized this phenomenon when his local bowling league 
folded due to lack of interest. From bowling to watching movies and so many other activities, people are not joining 
groups in the way they were for much of American history. In the last twelve or so years, the rise of social media use has 
divided and fragmented Americans in ways previously unthinkable, and now it is very clear that the youngest generation 
of Americans is the most socially isolated, anxious, and depressed group of people in our great nation.    
 
Being a member of the Sons of Confederate Veterans, the Military Order of the Stars and Bars, or the Order of the Con-
federate Rose brings us together and provides a sense of belonging, unity, and need. You will never be alone if you are 
a member of these organizations and participate in the activities sponsored by each of them. If you want to do something 
and be involved, there is something for you to do. If you want to meet people who share your interests and values, you 
are in the right place. If you want to prevent the destruction of Confederate and American history by people who don’t 
care to understand or recognize you, you are in the right place. If you want to be a leader of men or women, you are in 
the right place. All of us are working toward a common goal: the preservation of the good name of the Confederate sol-
dier and to uphold the Cause for which he fought. There is something greatly rewarding about working with others to 
achieve a goal you value and believe is righteous. There is something wonderful about meeting new people and making 
new friends. And there is something satisfying knowing that you are needed and your contributions are valued.    
 
Reunions are valuable and every member of the Sons of Confederate Veterans, Military Order of the Stars and Bars, 
and Order of the Confederate Rose should attend a Division or National Reunion at least once. You will learn more about 
your organization and its operation, you will meet your commanding officers, you will be able to vote on items which 
impact your organization; and most importantly, you will see old friends and make new ones.    
 
Unfortunately, I will not be attending the National Reunion this year; but if you go, have a wonderful time in Houston. 
Take lots of pictures and tell me all about it; I know you will have so much fun!    
 
Deo Vindice,   
Michael 

Time to Renew Your Dues! 

Its Almost that time of year to renew your dues.  Two 
years in a row we have been 100% renewal, lets go for 
a third year.  Don’t be a shirker and do your duty. Re-
member to pay before August 31.  You should have 
your renewal notice by now and you can pay online to 
the Camp through Venmo on our website.  Just go to 
www.humphreys1625.com 

No July Camp Meeting because of  National Convention.  Our 
Meetings will resume on August 9, 2025.  Same place, same 
time. 
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The Chaplian’s Pen — Earl McCown 
 

Go Ahead and Sing 
 

“There is no one righteous, not even one.” 
Romans 3:10 

The opening words of Psalm 33 should make all of us a little uneasy. The 
invitation to sing to God should create within all of us at least some hesita-
tion to open our mouths. 

After all, the writer of this psalm is inviting righteous people to worship 
God: “Sing joyfully to the LORD, you righteous; it is fitting for the upright to 
praise him.” (Psalm 33:1, NIV). I don’t know about you, but those words 
make me want to stop, step back, and simply be silent. 

Who among us can claim to be righteous or upright? Who among us can 
claim to be worthy of worshipping God? If righteousness is a requirement 
for getting close to God, aren’t all of us far removed? When a person is 
righteous in God’s sight, that person keeps God’s law. The righteous per-
son loves God and his or her neighbor perfectly. So who of us can say, 
“That’s me! The psalmist is describing me. Let’s sing’? None of us can. 

There is only One who is righteous – Jesus Christ. Jesus fulfilled the will 
of God perfectly. His obedience to His Father never wavered or failed. Yet 
He was punished for our sins. He suffered for the ones He loves, so that 
they might be pardoned and made righteous. 

This is the only way we can worship God – through 
Jesus Christ, By faith in Christ we are made righteous. 
So let’s go ahead and sing! 

 
Prayer 

Father, it is not by any goodness of our own 
that we pray to you, But by faith we come to 
you in Christ’s name, praising you for your 

goodness to us. 
Amen. 

Brig/General Charles Clark 
Chapter 253, MOS&B 

 
Greetings: 
 
I open these remarks to send Happy Birthday Greetings 
to Lieutenant General Nathan Bedford Forrest. Born in 
Bedford County, Tennessee, July 13, 1821. 
 
I would like to share one of my favorite War Song of the Confederacy: 
 

“DEAR MOTHER I’VE COME HOME TO DIE” 
By E. Bowers. 

  
The following beautiful lines are based upon facts, and will call forth the 
sympathy of every mother’s heart. Many a boy wounded, or sick, and 
changed in health, came home to die, and many, alas, were not permitted 
to look into the faces of their loved ones again. I attended the funeral of a 
young fellow, whose last words were: “Give my love to mother, and tell 
her I will meet her in Heaven.” As the years wear on the reunions are 
occurring in a better land, and many a boy has been restored to the circle 
which was broken by the rude red hand of war. 
 

DEAR MOTHER, I remember well 
 The parting kiss you gave me, 

When merry rang the village bell - 
        My heart was full of Joy and glee; 

I did not dream that one short year 
         Would crush the hopes that soared so high! 

Oh, mother dear, draw near to me; 
         Dear mother, I’ve come home to die. 

 
CHORUS: 

 
Call sister, brother, to my side, 

          And take your soldier’s last good-by, 
Oh, mother dear, draw near to me! 

         Dear mother, I’ve come home to die. 
 

Hark! Mother, ‘tis the village bell; 
           I can no longer with thee stay; 
My country calls, yo arms! To arms! 

             The foe advances in fierce array! 
The vision’s past – I feel that now 

     For country I can only sigh. 
Oh, mother dear, draw near to me! 

         Dear mother, I’ve come home to die. 
 

Dear mother, sister, brother, all, 
  One parting kiss – to all good-by: 

           Weep not, but clasp your hand in mine, 
And like a soldier die! 

I’ve met the foe upon the field, 
             Where foes contending scorned to fly; 

           I fought for right – God bless you all! - 
                       Dear mother, I’ve come home to die. 

 
(Copied from War Songs and Poems of the Southern Confederacy) 
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Friends of  Beauvior  
For as little as $25 annually, you can become a member of the Friends of 
Beauvior. Membership includes tour admission and a 10% discount at the 
Beauvior gift shop. 
 

Bricks for Beauvior  
Honor your Confederate ancestors while supporting Beauvior. Each brick 
that you purchase will be engraved with your ancesÿtors rank, name, unit, 
and company. The memorial bricks will be laid creating a sidewalk from the 
UDC Arch to the Tomb of the Unknown Confederate soldier. For more infor-
mation on these opportunities, please visit www.visitbeauvior.org or contact 
Beauvior directly at (228) 388-4400  

Compatriots,  
If you are receiving this bulletin that means the Order is back up to full ability 
to communicate with the membership. For the past few months, we have 
been without a Communications General and at the same time we have lost 
our ability to create and publish social posts through group emails.  
 
I am pleased to announce that thanks to Executive Director (ED) Jon Trent 
and our new Communications General Jason Boshers we are now able to 
provide information for you in a timely and professional manner. ED Trent 
has spent hours rebuilding email contact lists and Communications General 
Boshers has been familiarizing himself with our branded communication 
templates. Their work to get our group email communication back up and 
running is so important to each one of us. I offer my special thanks to Execu-
tive Director Trent and Communication General Boshers for all their time 
and effort in accomplishing this most important mission.  
 
I know it must seem like you have been kept in the dark or even worse that 
the Order has forgotten about you but that is not the case. All I can say is 
THANK YOU for your patience.  
 
I am reminded of the proverb "steel sharpens steel," in the case of our com-
munication with each other. We as individuals and as an Order improve and 
grow through interaction with others. This medium allows us to surround 
ourselves with positive influences and engage in constructive communica-
tion. This leads to growth of the Order both in numbers and ability to meet 
our purposes and principles stated in the Order’s Constitution.  
 
In our organization we see this "steel sharpens steel," every time we work 
with our chapter or society genealogist. When we ask the genealogist to 
help us find information for a supplemental application as individuals, we are 
growing our family story and strengthening our understanding of where we 
come from. The genealogist that is helping us is sharpening his skills as a 
researcher. Our communication through this medium allows us to share 
ideas that can be used throughout the Order, making us sharper and strong-
er.  
 
Our 88th Annual MOS&B Convention was held in Foley, Alabama in May 
and was a big success. I believe everyone in attendance enjoyed them-
selves. The host chapter received many complements on the hotel accom-
modation, Lower Alabama Country Boil Commander’s Reception, Forrest 
Cavalry Corps Breakfast, Awards Luncheon, Ft. Morgan Tour, Friday night’s 
supper at the Hotel Magnolia, Prayer Breakfast, and the Commander Gen-
eral’s Banquet. I want to add special thanks to our official photographer, Ron 
McBride, for photographing each event, award presentations and recipients, 
as well as individual/couples/groups.  
 
There were four other events that also took place during the convention. On 
Thursday afternoon, the MOS&B held its pre-convention GEC Meeting. The 
National Daughters of the CSA Officer’s Corps held a GEB meeting Thurs-
day and their Annual Business Meeting on Friday. The Lee Society held its 
Annual Meeting on Saturday afternoon. Also on Saturday afternoon, the 
Alabama Society held its Annual Meeting which was highlighted by the 
presentation of the charter to Commander John Rather for the newly reac-
tivated Admiral Franklin Buchanan Chapter #58, Mobile, AL.  
 
I hope you will consider attending the 89th Convention in Harrison, AR next 
year. Our compatriots in Arkansas are hard at work planning an outstanding 
convention for us. It looks like it will be another great convention that I know 
we will all enjoy. Look for information on our website, https://
www.mosbhq.org/ and in our Officer’s Call.  
 
We are continuing to recruit new members into our organization, and I ex-
press to them my welcome. Our Genealogist General and Society/Chapter 
Genealogist are continuing to do excellent work which allows our MOS&B to 
continue to grow when most other organizations are not maintaining their 
memberships.  
 
Have a great summer! Enjoy your travels, your family, your and friends.  
 
In the Bonds of the Old South,  
Tommy Rhodes Commander General  
 
P.S. Don’t forget to send in your society/chapter photos to our Officer’s Call 
Editor. Let us know what you are doing.  
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SCV National News 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

21st Century Confederate Heroes 
 

The National Sons of Confederate Veterans welcomes you to the 21st-
Century Confederate Heroes. Your generous donation will serve to re-
member and honor our Confederate Heroes and our beloved Southland. 
The program comes with many perks.  
1) Flag streamer or Neck Ribbon a. If you submit as an individual, you 

will receive a neck ribbon with a 21st Century Confederate Heroes 
medal on the ribbon. b. If you submitted as a camp, division or or-
ganization, you will receive a 21st Century Confederate Heroes 
streamer for your flag.  

2) Paver – a paver placed on the Walkway of Confederate Heroes from 
the Museum to the Forrest Plaza  

3) Certificate – A certificate documenting for future generations your 
membership as a Confederate Hero  

4) A copy of the hardcover book 21st Century Confederate Heroes with 
a page dedicated to the information provided by you that details the 
individual or camp, etc. you wish to memorialize. Up to three photos 
may be included   

5) Donor recognition in the National Confederate Museum – A Televi-
sion will be placed inside the Museum’s gift shop. This TV will dis-
play PowerPoint slides of the information 21st Century Confederate 
Heroes members provide. It can be you, your family, your ancestor, 
your camp, etc.  

6) A Flag flown from the Forrest Plaza – One of the purposes of the 
21st Century Confederate Heroes is to restore the Forrest Plaza. 
Once the plaza has been rebuilt and the flagpole is placed, every 
month for a year a donor will be drawn to receive the flag flown the 
previous month.  

7) A QR Code on a sign will be placed near the Forrest Plaza identify-
ing all those who donated $1,000 or more to the restoration of the 
Forrest Plaza prior to the 21st Century Confederate Heroes cam-
paign.  

 
Notes:  
Make checks out the Sons of Confederate Veterans and note 21st CCH in 
the memo line of your check.  
For more information contact Commander-in-Chief Walter D. Kennedy at: 
CiC@scv.org  
Or contact National HQ by mail or email:  
SCV, P.O. Box 59, Columbia, TN 38402  
exedir@scv.org  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SCV Chat — Every Monday Night on Facebook at 7:00 PM 
Central time and on Thursday Nights at 7:00 PM for Look 

Around the Confederation 



7 

 7 

Message from the Commander-in-Chief 
Modern Blockade Runners  

One key element that kept our people in the struggle for independence 
after we were invaded was courageous blockade runners. Although the 
enemy had a stranglehold on our ports, by using non-traditional methods, 
Confederate Merchant Marines were able to supply valuable supplies to 
our beleaguered nation. Notice that these sailors had to think outside the 
box of traditional naval techniques and action to circumvent the Yankee 
blockade. Today, there is a blockade on the truth about Southern history 
and heritage. Too often, even well-meaning and some not-so-well-
meaning conservative commentators will join with left-wing activists and 
push a false narrative about our history. Thankfully, we have at our dis-
posal many techniques to “run the blockade” and get our needed sup-
plies, that is, the TRUTH, around the media/social blockade.  
 
Each SCV camp must elect or appoint a heritage officer. This individual 
must be in communication with their division heritage officer and the na-
tional Chief of Heritage Operations. The camp officer must be knowledge-
able about the tools and methods that the SCV is now implementing to 
“break the blockade.” Therefore, I am asking each SCV Camp to send 
one or more members to one of our Confederate Legion Training lectures. 
The next lecture will be held at Elm Springs in Columbia, TN, on Septem-
ber 6th. Remember, the Confederate blockade runners had to adapt their 
methods of conducting commerce. Many new and different ships and 
strategies were employed—they had to learn how to fight the new battle. 
The same is true for SCV members and Camps. Become a modern 
Blockade Runner!  
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