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Commander’s Comments — Michael Anthony 
 

     Greetings members of the Benjamin G Humphreys Camp and others of you who are interested in what is happening at 
our Camp. Saturday, June 1 was a glorious, sunny, mild late spring day in Greenville. One might believe God was smiling 
upon our Camp and our mission this day; for it was a noble and worthy one. It was this day that the members of our Camp 
and our guests gathered together at the Greenville Cemetery to remember our brave, noble, and valiant fathers all who 
fought for; and some who died for, the Confederate States of America. Men who fought for Constitutional Liberty, protec-
tion of their homeland, and for the right of a free people to be governed by their consent.  
     Our Camp’s Memorial Service included a reenactment and gun salute by Camp Members Dan McCaskill, Larry 
McCluney, Brad Hartsfield and Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson McCaskill, a welcome and introduction by Commander Mi-
chael Anthony, a wreath laying by Order of the Confederate Rose representative Annette McCluney and Michael Anthony; 
and was highlighted by a speech given by Camp Chaplain Earl McGowen. As we stood before the graves of our Confeder-
ate Fathers and the monument to the Confederate Soldier, Earl chose to read the dedication speech given at the Monu-
ment to the Confederate Soldier placed on the campus of Ole Miss in Oxford in 1906. The dedication speech articulated 
the reasons the Monument was dedicated and placed; and any listener to the speech can clearly discern the difference 
between the actual reasons for the dedication of the monument (1906) and the present revisionist history that purposefully 
incorrectly explains these memorials as monuments to White Supremacy. When we study the words from those who were 
there, those who fought in the War, those whose father’s fought in the War, we learn that their thoughts and ideas are very 
different from what we are being told today. But this day was too special and too important to be bothered or distracted by 
false history and made-up revisionism. To stand before these graves and to touch this monument was a truly moving expe-
rience for me. I know that somewhere in this country lies my great-grandfather’s uncle who left his family and home in 
Georgia to fight for principles he and I hold dear. He made a choice I never had to make; and for that, I will be forever 
grateful and honor and remember him.  
     We are bound together as Sons (and Daughters) of Confederate Veterans. It is our honor and duty to remember these 
brave men who made choices and sacrifices we probably never had to, and never will, make. Their courage, valor, and 
honor are forever worth remembering. Thank you to those of you who attended our Confederate Memorial Service. Stand-
ing before the graves of our fathers is a great way to Live the Charge.  It was a beautiful service and a great time of fellow-
ship.  
     For those of you attending the State and/or National Reunions this summer, have 
a wonderful time learning about the Sons of Confederate Veterans, our purpose and 
charge, and meeting old friends and making new ones. Our next Camp meeting will 
be Saturday, August 10 when we welcome our new friends Shelby and Mark Heidel-
baugh from Picayune. I hope to see you there.  
 
In Service to You and the Cause for Which They Fought,  
Michael Anthony 
 

August 10 Camp Speaker, Mark Hidlebaugh 
 
     Mark Hidlebaugh is a progressive Civil War Living Historian for over 30 years.  
He will be our guest speaker in August presenting artifacts and discussing about life 
of the Common Soldier of the Confederacy.  One of his prized artifacts is a soldier’s 
bible that was recovered from a Mississippi Soldier that fought and died at Gettys-
burg.  Mark is also the husband of Shelby Harriel-Hidlebaugh who spoke at our Lee/
Jackson Banquet. 
 

From the Chaplain’s pen… Earl McCown 
 

Kind Of Like Jonah 
     Of all the Old Testament prophets, I believe many of us find ourselves kind of like Jonah. In Jonah 
1:1-3, God told Jonah to do one thing. He told him to go preach to the people of Nineveh. This seemed 
like a simple enough task, but Jonah hit the road, he ran away from his responsibility. Responsibilities 
can be a heavy load to carry. We all have responsibilities, as well. There are responsibilities for us at 
work, home, church and definitely in society. I wonder just how many us us, confronted with a call to do 
something, cut and run like Jonah. I see many lessons for us in the Book of Jonah. 
     God gave Jonah a job, but it wasn’t to Jonah’s liking, it didn’t fit into his schedule. So he ran from 
God, or at least he tried to. He finds himself on a ship in the middle of a storm. The storm threatens the 
ship, and the crew throw Jonah overboard. Surprise! I great fish, that God had prepared, was just wait-
ing, and swallows Jonah. Jonah thought that he had gotten away from God, but, little did he know, he 
was under God’s observation all along. Proverbs 15:3, tells is this: “The eyes of the LORD are in every place, beholding 
the evil and the good.” God sees all things and knows our hearts. There is no place that we can hide from Him. 
     Jonah had a problem; the people of Nineveh were the enemies of Israel. Jonah didn’t want to preach to his enemies. 
This problem was of Jonah’s own making, so he tried to run away from it. Jonah created the problem, but he chose not to 
deal with it, he ran instead. How many times in our life do we create our own problems, and try to run away. Galatians 6:7 
tells us this: “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” And surely, we 
will be held responsible for what we do with the problems we create! It is better to resolve our problems with the help of 
God’s Word, than let God resolve them in the day of judgment with His divine judgment. 
     Jonah finally went to Nineveh, told the people there, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown.” That was the 
extent of his preaching. It wasn’t a positive message, but it had positive results. The People of Nineveh believed God and 
repented.  When Jonah saw the repentance of the Ninevites, he sulked and pouted. He wasn’t at all happy that his ene-
mies repented and were spared God’s wrath. Jonah was so upset that he wished he was dead. 
     At the end of the story, Jonah was very angry. He was angry that the people repenting. He was also angry with God for 
not punishing the people.  Anger is a problem that we all have to deal with in life. There are some good reasons to be an-
gry, but there are many more wrong reasons to be angry. Jonah’s anger wasn’t hurting anyone but himself. Even when 
God’s plan came about, Jonah was angry, he didn’t have his way. 
     After looking at Jonah’s experiences, do you see a little bit of yourselves in the picture. Here are some of the lessons for 
us:  You can’t run from God. You can’t run away from your own problems. We cannot allow our own personal prejudices to 
keep us from spreading God’s Word. 
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Adjutant’s Report (Membership Renewals are now Due!) —Dan McCaskill 
 
     No meeting for June because of State Reunion, therefore there is no report but instead, Dan McCaskill has provided us a Convention wrap-up. Due 
to the proximity of the National SCV Reunion and with members going to Charleston, the July Camp Meeting was canceled by member voting back in 
May. Our next meeting will be August 10th.  
  It is now "Dues Season". You should have received your Membership Renewal Statement from Division in early June. Thus far, I have received mem-
bership renewals from 23 members and a past member has re-joined the Camp. All who have paid, thank you. There remain 20 members who have 
not yet renewed so please don't forget. It is also very important you make your checks payable to "B/G Benjamin G. Humphreys # 1625". The bank will 
not accept the check made out any other way.  
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Nathan Bedford Forrest is Dead 
Gary Carlyle, May 31, 2024, blueandgrayeducation.org  

Forrest's 1877 casket, currently on display at the National 
Confederate Museum in Columbia, Tennessee | photo                    

courtesy of author  

     In Memphis, Tennessee, on October 29, 1877, at 7:30 in the evening, 
the former Confederate cavalry general remarked, "Call my wife," and 
closed his eyes forever.   
     Gen. Nathan Bedford Forrest's last notable public appearance had 
been on July 4th of 1877. The Memphis Daily Avalanche was present for 
the event and wrote, "[He] was invited to speak by the Jubilee of Pole 
Bearers, a political and social organization comprised of Black Southern-
ers." In his address to the group, the Avalanche reported that he told 
them, "We have one Union, one flag, one country; therefore, let us stand 
together." 
     On the day of his death, former Confederate States of America presi-
dent Jefferson Davis visited the unwell Forrest. According to noted Mem-
phis historian Lee Millar, "President Davis had come by at 2 p.m. … It was 
reported that General Forrest did rouse up to speak to his former Com-
mander and they concluded their visit by expressing their final goodbyes." 
     The general had requested that he be buried in his Confederate uni-
form, and the funeral was held on Halloween at the Cumberland Presby-
terian Church. The Memphis Appeal reported, "At the church were assem-
bled thousands of persons both Black and White. The sidewalks and even 
the streets for several blocks were thronged and jammed with people." A 
correspondent from the Cincinnati Commercial was in attendance and 
reported, "I watched the passing of Forrest's funeral and the long proces-
sion afforded an impressive if not an imposing spectacle … several hotels 
and warehouses were draped in mourning and the business of the city 
was almost suspended during the passing of the funeral."    
     According to Millar, "The procession from Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church to Elmwood Cemetery was the largest ever in Memphis, even 
larger than that for Elvis." The procession included dignitaries, clergy, and 
former soldiers, and the hearse was drawn by four black horses with Jef-

ferson Davis and Tennessee governor 
John Porter in a carriage behind For-
rest. Afterward, in a letter, Governor Porter 
stated, "As we were driving to the ceme-
tery, Mr. Davis spoke in the highest terms 
of Forrest's ability as a solider." 
     The casket into which Forrest was laid 
was reported by newspapers to be solid 
copper with walnut handles and silver at-
tachments and silver angels on various 
sides and the top. As would be discovered 
later, the casket was, according to Lee 
Millar, "merely ‘copper-covered’ and was in 
fact solid iron and very heavy." 
     General Forrest and his wife were rein-
terred in 1904 to a city park designed to 

accommodate a monument to him. In 2021, they were moved once again, 
this time to the National Confederate Museum in Columbia, Tennessee.  
     That Cincinnati reporter concluded his story on Forrest's funeral with 
the following, "The same night they buried him, there came a storm. From 
the same room where I had watched the funeral, I saw the Northern mists 
crossing the Mississippi into Arkansas, like an invading army; then came 
gray rain, and at last a fierce wind, making wild charges through it 
all. Somehow or other the queer fancy came to me that the dead Confed-
erate cavalrymen, rejoined by their desperate leader, were fighting ghostly 
battles with the men who died for the Union."   
 

General Nathan Bedford Forrest 
Statue Dedication at Beauvior,  

July 13, 2024 

     The Mississippi Mechanized Cavalry hosted the SCVMC Annual last 
weekend. The Mississippi Mechanized Cavalry also made a donation of 
$2500.00. We at Beauvoir wanted to thank everyone that made this event 
happen and to all the ones that attended it. A statue of General Nathan 
Bedford Forrest was donated by SCVMC member Allen Farmer from 
Virginia. The monument will be dedicated at the Tomb of the Unknown 
Confederate Soldier on General Forrest’s birthday July 13 at 9 am. We 
hope everyone makes plans to attend. 

     The Mississippi SCV Mechanized Cavalry came down to get work 
started on the pedestal for the General Nathan Bedford Forrest Statue. 
This is just one stage. Makes sure to come down on July 13th at 9am for 
the Dedication. Special thanks to Beauvoir Board of Trustees member 
Jeff Ainsworth on leading the charge in this effort. As well as a big thank 
you to all the MC members that came down to help with this.  
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General Charles Clark Chapter, MOS&B 
 
     It is with heavy heart that I report the passing of PCIC Charles 
Smith as reported by the Captain James Tyrie Wright MOS&B Chap-
ter No. 6. Rest in Peace Sir!  Please be in prayer for the family on 
their loss. 
     Mississippi Society LT Commander Dwight Johnson had the hon-
or of presenting SCV Adjutant-in-Chief and BG Charles Clark Chap-
ter 253 Adjutant Dan McCaskill with the Charles S. Read Meritorious 
Service Award at the Mississippi Division SCV Annual Reunion in 
Flowood, Mississippi. Congratulations Dan! This Award is over due, 
and Well Deserved! 
     The following message was received from Compatriot Dwight 
Johnson: He writes, “Hello Compatriots my name is Dwight Johnson 
and I’m the LT Commander of the Mississippi Society MOSB. Sum-
mer is almost here and I want to encourage everybody to get out and 
support your MOSB Chapters, get involved help bring in new mem-
bers. I challenge each member to bring a guest with him to your next 
meeting. Thank you for your time God Bless each of you.” 

SCV Chat — Every Monday Night on Facebook at 7:00 
PM Central time and on Thursday Nights at 7:00 PM for 

Look Around the Confederation 
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National News:  
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