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Camp News:  
Commander’s Report – Richard Dillon
 

My friends, 

     First I would like to thank you for having the confidence in me to 

lead the camp for the next two years. I pledge to you to do the very 

best job my abilities will allow. 

     I want to thank everyone who attended the Lee Jackson Banquet. 

Those of you that could not attend missed being a part of history for 

BG Benjamin G Humphreys Camp # 1625. This was the first time a 

Lieutenant Commander on the national level ever addressed our 

camp. (Thank you, Larry McCluney for arranging this.) 

     As you are well aware, all things Confederate are under attack. We 

must, as individuals, Camps, Divisions, and National SCV members, 

make our collective voices heard if we are to defeat our opponents in this battle. There is no doubt that the louder 

our collective voice is, the more likely it is to be heard. Additionally, the more voices we have the more volume we 

project. 

     With that thought in mind, I ask and encourage you to make every effort to attend each meeting of our Camp, 

and do everything you can to recruit new members.    

     I hope to see you at our March meeting. 

 

Camp Meeting, January 7, 2016 

Adjutant’s Report – Dan McCaskill 
  7:00 pm Commander Joe Nokes called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. The Meeting was opened with an 

invocation and blessing by Compatriot Junior Stillman. Joe welcomed all members and guests attending the 

Meeting and then invited all to partake in the evening meal provided by the ladies of the Ella Palmer Chapter # 9, 

OCR.  After the meal, Joe reconvened the Meeting.  Color Sergeant Jimmy Alford was absent so Commander Nokes 

led the members and guests in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag and salutes to the Flag of 

Mississippi and the Battle Flag of the Confederacy and then read “The Charge” given to us by Gen. Stephen D. Lee. 

    Program: None 

   Announcements:  None 

   Officer Reports:   1
st

 Lt. Commander Richard Dillon, Lee – Jackson Banquet will be held Saturday, January 23, 

2016 at the Deer Creek Town & Racquet Club in Leland. 2
nd

 Lt Commander was absent. Adjutant Dan McCaskill 

reported that $ 144 was spent for ink and card stock for invitations for the Lee – Jackson Banquet. Camp 

Membership was steady at 48. The Camp Checking Account had a balance of $ 1,890.00 of which $ 1,211 was in 

the Camp Budget. There were no other reports given.  

   Camp Business:   The only Camp business was tying up loose ends for the Banquet and making needed changes 

in the Banquet Program. 

   There was no raffle or “Capture the Yankee’ this night. Kenneth Ray made a motion to adjourn which was duly 

seconded and passed. Junior Stillman gave the closing prayer and Commander Nokes dismissed the Meeting.  

Attendance for the evening was 10. 

 

Lee/Jackson Banquet Report – January 23, 2016 
      The evening of January 23

rd
 was clear and cold, a perfect winter evening. Guest started arriving at 5:30 pm for 

Social Hour. Things went smoothly. At 7:00 pm, the Banquet was called to order and the Colors were presented by 

the CS Marine Color Guard commanded by Conor Bond. Commander Joe Nokes welcomed everyone to the 

Banquet and recognized our distinguish guests. After introductions, Commander Nokes turned the podium over to 

AOT Commander Larry McCluney for the presentation of the JROTC H. L. Hunley Award. Larry read the citation for 

the award and presented the medal and citation to 1
st

 Lt. Commander-in-Chief Tom Strain, who presented them to 

Lt. Commander Kevin Carlisle, who pinned the medal on Michael Hobson, the H. L. Hunley recipient. Michael is a 

sophomore at Greenwood High School in the Navy JROTC program. After this presentation, Camp Commander-

elect Richard Dillon presented Service Certificates to Joe Nokes for his four years of service as Camp Commander 

and to Dan McCaskill for his fifteen years of service as Camp Adjutant. 

     After the dinner, AOT Commander Larry McCluney introduced our guest speaker, 1
st

 Lt. Commander-in-Chief 

Tom Strain. Tom talked about the unfortunate events that started in June of 2015 and the rampant attacks on 

everything Confederate that they precipitated. He admitted that the SCV National was taken by surprise by the 

viciousness and magnitude of the attacks but they quickly regrouped and went on the offensive. Tom emphasized 

it was our duty to defend our Heritage and educate others of the truths about our Ancestors and what they fought 

to defend. 

       Following Tom’s program, Commander Nokes called on Mississippi Division Commander Louis Foley to do the 

honors of inducting the newly elected Camp Officers which Louis did with great gusto. Camp Officer installed were: 

Camp Commander - Richard Dillon, 1
st

 Lt. Commander-  Brent Mitchell, 2
nd

 Lt. Commander- Jimmy Alford, Adjutant 

- Larry McCluney,  Color Sergeant - George Brumfield 

     The Induction of Officers was followed by our Candlelight Memorial Service in remembrance of our Confederate 

Ancestors conducted by 1
st

 Lt. Commander Brent Mitchell. 

Continued on page 2 . . .  
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Lee and Jackson Continued . . . . 

   

    The final event of the evening was the OCR 

Raffle. There were many nice prizes plus a silent 

auction item. It was nice to see family members 

of the Hunley recipient win some prizes including 

Michael. The silent auction was won by local 

farmer Del Burns. Everyone had a great time.  

      New Commander Richard Dillon closed the 

Banquet and Jimmy Alford gave the benediction 

and everyone sang “Dixie”.   Attendance for the 

Banquet was 52 along with six who were unable 

to attend.  

                                                                                                                           

Respectfully Submitted, 

                                         

Dan A. McCaskill, Camp Adjutant         

 
       

                                                                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Lt. Commander’s Report – Brent Mitchell 
      Hello all, thank you for choosing me to replace Commander Dillon as your new 1st Lt. Commander.  As your new 1st Lt. 

Commander, I look forward to working with the Executive Council in advancing our cause and preserving our heritage, and more 

specifically to my new duties, procuring great speakers for our monthly meetings for the next two years.  It is my goal for each 

months speaker to bring new and exciting as well as informative presentations for the benefit of our own knowledge of the Civil 

War and today's issues that affect our organization.  If you have any suggestions for new or past speakers that you enjoyed, feel 

free to contact me, I'm always open to new ideas and new folks as well as getting our old friends to return and expand upon their 

previous presentations.  Also, as many of you know, I will not be able to make each and every meeting due to my work schedule 

and new child, but I am always available by phone or email and will make as many meetings as I can.  Thanks again for your 

support, and hope to see you then! 

 

Ella Palmer, OCR Report:  Sandra Stillman, President  
Dear ladies of OCR,  

     On January 23, our camp celebrated the birthdays of General Robert E. Lee and General Stonewall 

Jackson. This year, we gathered at the Leland Racquet Club for the annual social event and enjoyed 

great food, much laughter and wonderful fellowship. SCV LT CIC Thomas Strain and his wife, Tara, were 

our special guests. LT CIC Thomas Strain, as our special speaker, challenged and inspired us to continue 

in our protecting and promoting symbols of Southern heritage. I would like to extend a personal thank 

you to each person or family that provided items for our raffle. Special appreciation goes to Mr George 

Brumfield and Ms Princella Nowell for their raffle and silent auction contributions, which helped in 

making this one of our most successful banquet fundraisers. Due to the scheduling of the banquet, there will message you be a 

monthly meeting in February. However, everyone is invited to join us March 3, 2016.  

 

 
Mechanized Cavalry Report 
Men of the 1G: 

     The SCVMC is now working with all States that have MC Annuals scheduled so that the dates will be changed to not conflict 

with our Division Annuals.  We have more 1G members in the Division leadership than ever and that is where we need to be as 

SCV members.  If I am not mistaken Mississippi Division Annual is always the first weekend of June and the Mechanized Cavalry 

Annual for 2016 will be 15-18 June 2016 at Cedar Key Florida, so start making plans for both now.  Budget your time and money 

for these two events next year starting today even if you have to miss other events. 

     The following are the scheduled Annuals…..  2016 Florida (15-18 Jun 2016 at Cedar Key Florida); 2017 North Carolina 2018 

South Carolina; 2019 Texas 

   

Lt. Commander in Chief Tom Strain presenting the “Forward the Colors” Award to Steve 

Miller  at the Lee/Jackson Banquet.  More pictures on page 4. 
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Recruiting Report 
     This is a report that Dan McCaskill shared and I thout everyone in the Camp would be interested in this report about recruiting in the past for our Camp.  We 

need to start beating the bushes men and get some new/young blood in our Camp as well as retaining them. 

Camp Recruiting - 1993- 2015 

 

The following is a list of Camp Members who have recruited members over the years. Not included are transfers and members recruited by members outside 

the Camp. 

 

     Compatriot                      Recruited 

 

Dan McCaskill 44 

Tommy McCaskill 40 

Earl McCown 13 

Larry McCluney 13 

Kenneth Ray 5 

Richard Dillon 5 

James Morrow 4 

David Williford 3 

Bryan McRaven 3 

Junior Stillman 3 

Gator Stillman 3 

James Worbington 2 

James Costilow 2 

Henry McCabe 2 

Oliver McCaskill 2 

James Edwards 2 

 

      The following members have recruited one member: Randy MaGee, Carey Prather, Rogers Varner, John Lee, Jeff Horton, Jack Taylor, Bobby Maxey, Dale 

DeLoach, Joe Nokes, Alan Palmer, Matthew Busby and Chesley Roberts. All of these men account for 159 members. 26 Camp Members came from other 

sources. Out of the current membership (48), 35 have not recruited a new member for the Camp. Just some food for thought.   

 

 

New Camp Officers installed into their office by MS Division Commander Louis Foley 

at Lee/Jackson Banquet. 

At Right, Lt. Commander in Chief Tom Strain speaks to a very attentive audience as 

he gives an outlook on the SCV of the future 
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Mississippi Division News: 

Information From Division Commander 
Gentlemen: 

     Lt. Commander Chuck Bond will be in charged of Confederate Flag Day at Beauvoir - 03-05-2016.  Any one 

who can help contact him at dixiedad007@gmail.com.  

     Chairman Joe Abbott Chairman of Heritage Committee Mississippi SCV will be holding a very important 

meeting at Lake TiakOkhata 02-27-2016. Marc Allen our Public Affairs Officer will go over some of the 

mistakes being made on these petitions. We want a large turnout and we want at least a representative 

from 

our groups who are involved in saving our State Flag to be there. 

     Leroy Waller will be Chairman of the Candidates Credential Committee. This Committee consist of our 

Brigade Councilmen. We have their names on 

our web page. 

     Our Executive Council meeting will 03-26-2016 at the American Legion Post in Forest Mississippi 1.30 pm . 

This will co-exist with the 4th Brigade 

Johnston -White Picnic. The Picnic will start at 9.30am. Any one Interested in placing proposals on our 

agenda at the E.C. meeting contact Mike - Wooten pftr72@ol.com. dead line -03-24-2015. 

     Gentlemen like I said earlier last year , we are in a fight , we need to get these petitions in to Chuck 

Bond ,address on the form, and they need to be 

correct. 

  

Keep the Flag flying 

Louis P. Foley, Ms. Division Commander SCV. 
E-mail: msdivcommanderlou@gmail.com 

 

A Letter from the MS Division Heritage Defense Chairman 
Gentlemen of the Mississippi Division, Sons of Confederate Veterans, 

     Last June a very sick individual killed nine people in Charleston, SC. This was a horrendous act and no SCV member in MS or across the confederation 

condoned the killing of innocent people. This came after several rulings by the US Supreme Court that we all know were not to our liking. One of these decisions 

went against the Texas Division SCV on the matter of their Auto tags. It is my conviction that they were sending a message to our enemy’s; “We will back you all 

the way”; declaring open season on any and all things confederate. All across the confederation attacks have been made on Monuments, Street Names, Schools, 

and Our State Flag. The SPLC has published their plan to go after everything confederate. You may look it up on line. This is all old news you say. Well I mention 

it as a reminder we are in a war. Our battle is for our Mississippi Flag of 1894. 

     Back in July the decision was made to not compromise on the flag. It was decided to go after a constitutional amendment to enshrine the flag of 1894 in the 

MS Constitution. This should have been done 15 years ago, but was not. Fifteen years ago it was a nonbinding resolution and not a Constitutional amendment. 

That brings me to my purpose for this communication. 

     Gentlemen, let me be blunt and completely honest. In no way is this meant to be negative, but we need to get our act together. We accepted the lead in this 

battle now we must deliver. We must have 86,183 signatures collected from across the state; 17,237 from each of the old congressional districts. As of Jan 26 

we had collected 1,542 verified signatures. Our rejection rate is 30% so far. That means we will need to gather 152,478 just to make our necessary number. We 

have until November 5th, 2016 to reach our goal. As you can see we have work to be done. Can we win? Yes, I believe we can. When we get busy and get 

everyone involved. I said from the beginning we could not do it alone. I still believe that. We must lead and then others will join us. 

     We need volunteers for many counties. If you can step up please let me know. My contact information is at the bottom. Also, we need contributions, not just 

for this but for the future. Please if you can, make a donation to the Heritage Defense Fund, you may send a check to Division Adjutant Dan McCaskill. We have 

established a PayPal Account for your convenience in using a debit or credit card. Just go to the Division web page 

     http://www.mississippiscv.org/ at the top you will see DONATE. If you have a PayPal account, can be sent via PayPal to: msdscv@gmail.com . I give you my 

word we will spend your money wisely. 

     Thank you for your time. May God Bless and Keep You 

 

Joseph (Joe) Abbott, MS DIV HC Co-Chairman 

(H) 601-684-5376  (C) 601-810-7132 

E-mail jabbott1036@cableone.net 

 
Buy One Now . . . Show Your Pride in Your 
Southern Heritage 

Gentlemen,  

     Beginning July 1, 2015 you can now get the original issue Division License plate 

design for your car again.  Simply take the photo attached to this email and show it to 

the person where you renew your vehicle license plate and request this design. You 

can use the initials CV along with the picture to let them know which one to get. The 

additional cost is still $31 added to your tag’s cost.  

     If you wish to keep the tag with the Beauvoir design you can. The Department of Revenue does not make you turn them in like other tags. However, none of 

the money from the old Beauvoir tag will go to Beauvoir. They have received permission for their own tag. You would need to contact the people at Beauvoir to  

find out how to get that tag if you wish to run it on your car.  

     As in the past money raised from the sale of the Division License plate will go to restore the battle flags in the possession of the Mississippi Department of 

Archives and History. 
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RALLY 'ROUND THE FLAG, BOYS 

     In June of last year the Mississippi Division SCV was forced into yet another 

Confederate Heritage battle. The assault has now become a war. Our beloved Mississippi 

flag has, once again, been targeted by the political class for change. 

     In 1894, a Mississippi Legislature composed of many Confederate Veterans designed 

and officially gave us our Mississippi flag. A Constitutional Convention was held four 

years earlier in 1890, again composed of many Confederate Veterans. They gave us our 

present Constitution but made no provisions for a state flag. 

     In 2001, the Mississippi Division SCV led the way in a battle to save our precious 

banner. Mississippians voted in a landslide referendum to keep our flag. 

     We are leading the way again, Compatriots. Last summer, two decisions were made. 

The first was to have a rally as soon as possible after the Mississippi Legislature convened and have it on the steps of the Capitol Building in Jackson. The rally 

would be promoted with state-wide radio advertising paid for by the Mississippi Division SCV. The advertising promotion was approved by our Executive Council 

in January. The second decision was to support a Constitutional Initiative that would place our 'Flag of 1894' in the Mississippi Constitution which can protect it 

forever. A referendum, like in 2001, is always subject to change by the legislature.  

     After three attempts to secure an approved Constitutional Initiative petition from the Mississippi Secretary of State and Attorney General, one was finally 

granted in early November; Initiative 58. The response from the Mississippi Division SCV has been overwhelming. Over 50,000 petitions have been printed and 

circulated throughout the Division. 

     On January 19th, General Robert E. Lee's birthday, we held a huge "High Noon" rally at the Capitol Building. For six hours we were politely loud in our 

advance on the legislature. Conservative legislators made a public appearance in our support, each holding a Mississippi flag. Hundreds of other Mississippi flags 

were waving and our voice was heard. The media attention literally brought our cause worldwide coverage in just hours. 

We don't know what the legislature will do this session, but we feel confident they will once again try and show how much smarter they are than voting 

Mississippians. 

     In the words of Jefferson Davis, we must STAND FAST MISSISSIPPIANS. 

Chuck Bond 

1
st

 Lt. Commander, Mississippi Division   and 

Historian-in-Chief, Sons of Confederate Veterans 

 

     My Fellow Compatriots, Today was certainly one of those days that should go into the 

SCV Did it Book, We had a fantastic Flag Rally on the Back Steps of the State Capitol 

building in Jackson Ms. We had 2 of the Prettiest Flags as a back drop that can be found, 

One was a 10'x15' National and the other was a 10'x15 Ms. State Flag, I'm sure Pictures 

will be posted later. It was great seeing everyone. 

 

              LEROY WALLER 

 

 

 

 

 

Above:  Div. Lt. Cmdr. Chuck Bond introduces some of the 

Mississippi lawmakers who supported the rally. 

 

 

 

Commander Chuck Bond approaches podium in front of the 

10'x15 Ms. State Flag  
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MOVE UNDERWAY TO BRING NOLA'S 

CONFEDERATE MONUMENTS TO BEAUVOIR 

By David Elliott  Jan 28, 2016  BILOXI, MS (WLOX) - 

     After a fiery public debate and court battle, New Orleans is ready to move 

forward with removing four Confederate monuments from city property. 

Statues and monuments recognizing Confederate Generals Robert E. Lee and 

P.G.T. Beauregard, along with a statue of Jefferson Davis and a historical marker 

in memory of the Battle at Liberty Park will be taken down. The monuments 

would be put in a city owned warehouse until New Orleans decides what to do 

with them.  There is a movement on the Mississippi Gulf Coast to make a formal 

request to give the monuments a new life at Beauvoir in Biloxi. Greg Stewart, 

Executive Director of Beauvoir, and Gulfport City Councilman Ricky Dombrowski 

are working together on an idea to ask New Orleans officials to send the 

monuments to Beauvoir, the historic last home of Jefferson Davis. 

      "If they truly are going to let those monuments go, the better idea is to have 

them on display somewhere. There's no better place than Beauvoir," Stewart 

said.  There's no indication that New Orleans would agree to that. Dombrowski 

said it begins with an official request and that is already in the works with 

conversations involving several political entities on the coast. 

     "I started contacting my fellow council members and asked them how they feel about it. It's on the agenda next Tuesday to do a resolution to go over there. 

I've talked with Biloxi. They're positive. I think they'll do the same thing. I'm also working on Harrison County," Councilman Dombrowski said. 

While symbols of the Confederacy on display in public places can be a topic of heated debate, Beauvoir is private property. If this comes together, and it's a long 

shot, how might the monuments be exhibited at Beauvoir? 

     "I would think Davis would be near the house. We have 52 acres, so Lee could be put anywhere and so could Beauregard," according to Greg Stewart. 

http://www.wlox.com/story/31083639/move-underway-to-bring-nolas-confederate-monuments-to-beauvoir#.VqqQ6ezl_xM.facebook 

 

 
 
 
 

JEFFERSON DAVIS MONUMENT 
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  A descendant of Nathan Bedford Forrest's slaves, Al 

Arnold, tells his journey of embracing his Confederate 

heritage. His ancestor, Turner Hall, Jr., a Black 

Confederate, served as a body servant for two 

Confederate soldiers and an orderly for Gen. Robert E. 

Lee. Turner Hall, Jr. was celebrated by Blacks and 

Whites in his community. Hall attended the last Civil 

War reunion at Gettysburg in 1938. He was 

interviewed by the national talk radio show, "We, The 

People". This is a personal journey of faith, heritage, 

race and family wrapped around the grace of God 

through the eyes and honest thoughts of a modern 

Black man. Arnold argues for African Americans to 

embrace Confederate heritage to capture the 

enriched Black history of the Civil War era. He bestows 

dignity and honor on his Confederate ancestor and 

challenges the traditional thoughts of modern African 

Americans. Arnold rests in his faith as the uniting force 

that reconciles our colorful past to our bright future. 
     Al is a physical therapist that lives in Madison Mississippi. 

He grew up in the Northeast Mississippi region graduating 

from Shannon High School in 1986. Al lived in the small town 

of Verona during his youth years. He attended Jackson State 

University and graduated Magna Cum-Laude from the 

University of Mississippi Medical Center, School of Physical 

Therapy in 1991. Al was voted most outstanding student by 

the faculty at UMMC and currently works in the home health 

industry in the Jackson metropolitan area. He came to the 

knowledge of his Confederate ancestor in 2008. He started to 

search for an understanding of why, how, what and when did 

his great-great grandfather serve during the Civil War. His 

journey has led him to embrace his Confederate heritage and 

the roles of slaves in the Civil War. He is a member of the Civil 

War Roundtable in Jackson, MS. He has a desire to see more 

African Americans study the Civil War and their connections 

to this vital part of America’s history. To this aim, he has 

written this book. He believes the Civil War history is Black 

history. 

     Al is married to his wife, Tamiko, of 24 years. They have 

three kids, AJ, Alden and Asa. As a Christian, Al holds firmly to 

faith in Jesus Christ alone as the only hope for humanity in 

salvation, forgiveness, oneness, and love. He is an ordained 

Elder in the Presbyterian Church in America where he attends 

a multi-ethnic church in Jackson, MS. Al loves Bluegrass and 

Country music. A country boy who loves backyard gardening, 

cooking, squirrel hunting, studying the Civil War, Church 

history and old people. 
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This article was provided by Robert Taylor, writer for the Australian Civil War 

Roundtable 
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Larry McCluney, Editor 

1412 North Park Dr 

Greenwood, MS 38930 
 

 

     We are on the Web!  

      www.humphreys1625.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


