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Commander’s Comments — Larry McCluney 
 
Compatriots, 
     Welcome to the May edition of the Delta General.  This is an exciting 
month for us because at our May meeting, we will be celebrating our Camp’s 
30th Anniversary and the Ella Palmer Chapter, OCR’s 25th Anniversary.  
These are huge milestones for our Camp.  Fried Chicken provided by the 
Camp, we are asking everyone to bring a side dish. This will be just like our 
Lee/Jackson Banquet.  We will have a special speaker to be revealed in the 
next issue.  There will be lots of dignitaries from National, the Army, and the 
Division in attendance.  Lets turn out in numbers for this event.  This will be 
held at our regular meeting place on May 13, at 5:00 PM instead of 6:00 PM. 
You can read more about the occasion below. 
     Spring is here and Confederate Heritage Month of April is over, but Confederate Heritage is not one day 
or month to observe, it is 365 days a year.  Many things happened around our state and outside the state 
that our Camp was represented at such as the Division Monument dedication in April near Calhoun City.  
Its been a longtime since a new Confederate Monument was erected and dedicated in Mississippi and 
many attended.  Also, the Confederate Memorial Day service in Carrolton, MS on April 30th and the Na-
tional Pilgrimage at Elm Springs on May 6.  Our Camp was represented at these events.  
     I bring these things to your attention because less than 15 people attended our Camp Memorial Day 
Service in Greenville after much information was put out there to you and advertisement in the newsletter.  
I know life tends to get in the way of things at times but we have a duty as descendants of Confederate 
Veterans to attend and participate.  That duty is stated in our Charge and the oaths you took when you 
joined this organization.  One Saturday evening out of a month is not much to ask of you to participate in 
your Camp’s activities and meetings.  Remember, our ancestors gave 365 days of four years.  Can you not 
give one evening a month to participate?  There are other ways you can participate such as attend your 
Camp’s Lee/Jackson Banquet once a year, attend your Camp’s Memorial Day Service once a year, support 
our activities such as the new headstone our Camp erected that our Camp paid for or give money toward 
projects such as the $1,200 we collected to help with the National project to rebuild the pedestal for the 
Forrest Equestrian Statue at Elm Springs.  Robert E. Lee said, “You should do your duty in all things. 
You can never do more, you should never wish to do less.”  Remember the Charge?  “To you, Sons 
of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the vindication of the cause for which we fought. To your 
strength will be given the defense of the Confederate soldier’s good name, the guardianship of his 
history, the emulation of his virtues, the perpetuation of those principles which he loved and which 
you love also, and those ideals which made him glorious and which you also cherish.”  Let us all 
rededicate ourselves to carry out our DUTY and set our priorities to set aside this time to attend meetings 
and support our Camp activities as we wind this fiscal year down.  Remember, “If not US, Who?  If not 
Now, When?” 
 

Come and Celebrate With Us the  
Brig/General Benjamin G. Humphreys Camp’s  

30th Anniversary; the Ella Palmer Chapter, MSOCR’s  
25th Anniversary; and the Reactivation of  the  

General Charles Clark Chapter, MOS&B 
 
Compatriots, 
   I would like to extend an invitation to members, past members and friends to come help the B/G Benja-
min G. Humphreys Camp 1625 celebrate their 30th Anniversary as a Camp in the SCV plus the Ella Palm-
er Chapter 9 celebrate their 25th Anniversary as a Chapter in the OCR.  
  The celebrations will be at the 1st Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall; 311 Catchings Avenue; Indianola, 
MS on Saturday, May 13, 2023. Festivities start at 5:00 pm with a Social Hour and the evening meal at 
6:00 pm. This will be a mini-Lee-Jackson Banquet with a Pot Luck Supper and maybe a raffle. The Camp 
will provide the main entree of Southern Fried Chicken and we are asking Camp and Chapter members to 
bring their favorite vegetable, salad and / or dessert dish. Bringing a dish is optional to non-Camp and non-
Chapter members. 
     Our speaker for the evening is SCV Executive Director Adam Southern. Adam oversees all the opera-
tions of Elm Springs and the National Confederate Museum and much, much more. I do not know the topic 
but I know it will be good.  
  Please let me know if you will attend, how many in your party and dish you are bringing no later than May 
6th. We need a count in order to order the correct amount of chicken. You can send your confirmation to 
me at the email below or to Larry McCluney at   confederate@suddenlink.net .       
 Thirty years is a milestone and I hope many of you can come and help us celebrate. 
 
Your Servant, 
Dan A, McCaskill, Camp Adjutant 
email: danmccas@tecinfo.net 
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Camp Adjutant’s Report — Dan McCaskill 
     28th Confederate Memorial 
Service – Again our Camp’s Con-
federate Memorial Service was 
threatened with rain. And again, it 
did not rain on our Service for the 
twenty-eight-consecutive year. It 
was cool, cloudy, wet, muddy and 
with some standing water but no rain 
falling down so we just shifted our 
setting across the road to some 
higher ground. Turnout for the Ser-
vice was low not only due to the 
weather but also to it being the Sat-
urday before Easter. A dozen brave 
souls weathered the elements to pay 
their respect to our Confederate 
Ancestors. Despite his recent loss, 
Mr. Earl came down from Cleveland 
to be our keynote speaker with an 
impassioned presentation honoring 
our Veterans.  
     We also dedicated a marker to 
Major Raymond Montaigne of the 1st Louisiana Heavy Artillery who had 
come to Greenville after the fall of Vicksburg and died here in the month of 
July 1863. Larry McCluney conducted the “Water Service” with the assis-
tance of Dan McCaskill. The birth year on the stone is incorrect. At the time 
the stone was ordered, the birth year was unknown but with recent research 
it was learned Raymond was born in France in 1840 after the headstone 
had been received. 
After the headstone dedication, a three-volley salute was fired and presenta-
tion of arms as a tribute to our Veterans. Camp Chaplain Earl McCown 
closed the Service with the benediction. 
     Refreshments were provided by the Ladies of the Ella Palmer Chapter # 
9, OCR. 
     A short Camp Meeting was held afterwards. Camp Commander Larry 
McCluney went over some upcoming events. The dedication of a new Con-
federate Monument in Calhoun County just outside of Bruce, MS on April 
15th; the MS Division Confederate Memorial Service at Beauvoir on April 
22nd and the National Confederate Memorial Service at Elm Springs in Co-
lumbia, TN on May 6th. The weekend of June 9 – 11, 2023 is the MS Divi-
sion Reunion to be held on the grounds of Beauvoir and this is an election 
year. Tentatively, The Camp’s delegates will be Larry McCluney, Dan 
McCaskill, Gator Stillman and Michael Anthony. The third week in July is the 
National Reunion in Hot Springs, AR. Larry encouraged those thinking of 
attending not to hesitate getting room reservations at the historic Arlington 
Hotel because rooms are filling fast.  
  The only needed Camp Business was postponing our June Meeting to July 
due to the MS Division Reunion being the same weekend. Kenneth Ray 
made the motion to move the June Meeting to the July Meeting. Earl 
McCown seconded the motion and the motion passed without objection. 
With no other business coming before the Camp, Kenneth Ray made a 
motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Gator Stillman and the 
motion passed without objection. Camp Chaplain Earl McCown closed the 
meeting with a prayer. 
      
Humbly Submitted, 
Dan A. McCaskill, Camp Adjutant 
 

Chaplain’s Corner —             
Earl McCown  

 

Acts 2:41: “Then they that gladly received his word 
were baptized: and the same day there were added 
unto them about three thousand souls.” 

    I was thinking today about this popular passage in Acts chapter two about 
Pentecost. It is important to notice that there was no interpreter present at 
Pentecost. The Bible mentions 16 different nations in Acts 2:8-11 that were 
present on the Day of Pentecost. And yet, each person heard the message 
in his own language. The word “Pentecost” means fifty, that is, this day hap-
pened 50 days after Jesus’ bodily resurrection. The Day of Pentecost ful-

filled the Lord’s promise to His disciples of being endued with the power of 
the Holy Spirit for soul winning. Peter preached and delivered God’s Word 
that day. 
    The War (1861-1865) was a fertile ground for “religious experiences.” 
Revivals took place throughout the war. It was during the late Fall of 1863 
through the Spring and Summer of 1864 that what was subsequently called 
the “Great Revival” occurred. Although this event is best documented for 
Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia, it actually took place in both northern and 
southern armies in both the Virginia and Tennessee theaters of the war. 
    According to J. William Jones, Confederate Chaplain, virtually every Con-
federate brigade was affected and approximately ten percent of the soldiers 
in the Army of Northern Virginia accepted Christ as their Savior. Night after 
night there was worshiping and prayer meetings, and every night soldiers 
came forward to accept Christ or to receive prayer. When there was a pond 
or a river nearby, the soldiers would frequently step forward for baptism, 
regardless of how cold the weather was. 
    It is estimated that over 100,000 Confederate and somewhere between 
100,000 and 200,000 Union troops accepted Christ during the war – roughly 
ten percent of all men engaged. There are many accounts of the change 
that took place in the men, both during the war and afterwards, as a result of 
the many revivals and movements of the Holy Spirit. 
    It is hard to imagine the feelings of the soldiers on the lines; or their feel-
ings of their families left at home. One soldier is quoted as saying, “If it were 
not for my Lord and my Salvation, I would not be 
able to survive this terrible war alone,” he contin-
ued, “Though I know I am not alone and will 
never be again, Thank You Lord!” 

 
Looking for New  

Recruits!  
 

When was the last time you tried to recruit a new 
member for the Sons of Confederate Veterans 

and the Barksdale Camp? Do you ever approach 
anyone and ask if they are interested? Try it 

once in a while and you might be surprised to 
find out that there are prospective members just 
waiting to join. Don't just wait for someone to ask 
you first. Don’t Shirk your duty as a member! Get 

out and recruit  
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Guardians needed  
     Everyone knows the atmosphere in this country where it comes to 
anything Confederate. Last summer we saw how vulnerable our Memori-
als were to the rioters. Sadly, it has spread to the cemeteries the place 
where the left wants all the Memorials moved. In the past few weeks, the 
Sleeping Lion Memorial to the Confederate dead in Oakwood Cemetery in 
Atlanta, GA has been removed. Our Confederate Dead and our Memori-
als are at risk to removal and vandalism. This why we need Guardians to 
watch over our Memorials and burial sites of our Confederate Dead. Most 
of our members live in Counties with Confederate Memorial Monuments 
and all live near a cemetery where Confederate Dead are buried. The 
Mississippi Division has the MS Division Guardian Program for burial sites 
where a person adopts a burial site or several sites and watches over the 
site ensuring it is properly cared for. The Division now has the MS Division 
Monument Guardian Program. With this program, a person signs up to 
keep watch on a Memorial. There is a contact person to report any van-
dalism and/or threats of removal. If anyone is interested in this program 
please see the attached application and information to find out more on 
the following pages. 
 

National SCV News 
Forrest Homecoming  
Video  
Compatriots: 
 
     The Forrest Homecoming documentary, 
covering the reinterment of General and Mrs. 
Nathan Bedford Forrest, was released to the 
public during a red carpet premiere at the 
National Confederate Museum this past 
Friday. Now that the film has been premi-
ered, it is now available through the SCV Shop.  
     This DVD, created by the Matthews Film Company, tells the complete 
story of the Forrest's grave relocation and includes interviews with key 
individuals and shows original footage from the reinterment services held 
at the Forrest Boyhood Home and Historic Elm Springs during September 
2021.  
     The price per DVD is $25 plus processing. At this time, we have a strict 
limit of five DVD's per customer. To order online, follow this link: (https://
scv.org/product/the-forrest-homecoming-dvd/). To order by mail, send a 
check for $32.75 ($25 plus shipping/processing) to SCV Sales, PO BOX 
59, Columbia, TN 38402 with "Forrest DVD" in the memo line of your 
check. Thank you for your support!  
 
Adam Southern 
Executive Director  

 

Forrest’s Last Ride Forrest’s Last Ride  
  
     Is the name of the project to reconstruct the gravesite of Lieutenant 
General Nathan Bedford Forrest and his wife Mary Ann Montgomery For-
rest on the grounds of Historic Elm Springs and the National Confederate 
Museum. This will be a very large project as the plaza is 50 feet deep and 
75 feet wide. Everything that was with the graves is now on the grounds 
and waiting to be reconstructed. The Equestrian Statue, which is the 
headstone of the graves will be repaired and returned to its rightful place. 
This project is for the repair, reconstruction, and placement of the Forrest 
Gravesite in its entirety and as intended by the artist Charles Henry Nei-
haus.  
     On September 18, 2021, we gathered to lay to rest, Lt. Gen. Nathan 
Bedford Forrest and his wife Mary Ann Montgomery Forrest were on the 
grounds of Historic Elm Springs. On October 1, 2022, the General Execu-
tive Council voted to rebuild the entire plaza as it was originally Construct-
ed. The estimated cost to reconstruct the entire plaza is $150,000. Cur-
rently, $76,000 has already been raised. This project is being done by the 
great-great-grandsons of General Forrest and the General Executive 
Council. This cannot happen without your help and donations. This cannot 
be built until the money has been raised. If you wish to contribute, please 
send your donations to SCV National. To pay by check: Please make your 
check payable to SCV National with Forrest Plaza in the memo line and 
mail to:  
 

SCV  
P. O. Box 59  

Columbia, TN 38402  
     To pay by phone: call 931-380-1844, ext. 209 To pay online: https://
scv.org/paypal-donations/ You take them down, and we will put them back 
up!  
 

National Confederate Museum Saturday  
 
May 6 Pilgrimage to Elm Springs  
June 3  
July 29 Rebel Rouser Cruise In  
August 19 - Night at the Museum  
September 9  
October 9  
November 11-Free to Vets  
December 2– Maury Co. Home tours 5 pm to 8 
pm $10 Admission  
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SCV Chat — Every Monday Night on 
Facebook at 7:00 PM Central Ɵme and on 

Thursday Nights at 7:00 PM for Look Around 
the ConfederaƟon 
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Mississippi Division News: 
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Make Your Room ReservaƟons Now!  RegistraƟon Info will soon follow! 
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Join the Confederate Legion  

· Individuals and organizations can 
join.  Membership in the Sons of Confederate 
Veterans is not required. 

· Businesses, associations and S.C.V. 
camps can join. 

· An individual member can organize an 
independent Confederate Legion group and 
name it whatever he/she likes. 

· Members are expected to follow moral 
standards, obey the law, and participate in the Southern Victory Campaign. 

· Credit cards and checks are accepted.  Credit card payments can be 
recurring. 

· Payments are tax deductible because the S.C.V. is a 501 (c) (3) entity.  

· Members receive an ID card, certificate, access to support and commu-
nications.  Most of all, you get the satisfaction of knowing you're part of the 
offensive! 
     Dues and donations are used to mount a two-prong offensive that we call 
the Southern Victory Campaign.  It's led by the Heritage operations   Com-
mittee of the Sons of Confederate Veterans.   
     Phase One of the campaign offensive involves direct action by the Herit-
age Operations Committee of the S.C.V.  Prong Two involves direct action 
by individual and group members of the Confederate Legion. 
     Objectives include: 

· Reestablishing public support for the principles of liberty held by the 
founders of the United States and the Confederate States of America. 
Rebuilding respect for the Confederate States of America that preferred to 
leave the Union rather than abandon the principles of liberty like the North-
ern states were doing under Leftist influences of that day and age. 
     For those interested in more information on how you can help “Make 
Dixie Great Again” go to https://www.makedixiegreatagain.com/  
 

SCV Museum Name Change is Not True 
 

     To all my SCV friends, there has been NO name change for our muse-
um. It is and will remain, The National Confederate Museum. The same is 
true for Elm Springs, it is and will remain, Historic Elm Springs and one last 
thing, there is absolutely no chance of changing our SCV logo. At the recent 
GEC meeting, we did name the property, The Southern Heritage Center. 
The SCV owns approximately 80 acres of prime land in Columbia, TN upon 
which sits Historic Elm Springs, The National Confederate Museum, one 
family cemetery and the final resting place for General and Mrs. Forrest. The 
open spaces on our property are used from time to time for various cultural 
event such as music concerts, cook-offs, antique car show, social gathering, 
and such. These events bring people to our property that may otherwise 
never even know we exist and it makes money for the SCV. Since a car-
show cannot be held in the museum or the antebellum home, naming our 
property will help promote these events. The entire property owned by the 
SCV has never had a name, it does now. Nothing else has changed.   
 
Donnie Kennedy, Lt. CiC, SCV 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Georgia Supreme Court reverses the de-
cision of  the Superior Court of  DeKalb 

County vindicating the Sons of  Confederate 
Veteran's legal position on Confederate  

Veterans' Monument.  
 
     The Supreme Court has once more vindicated the Sons of Confederate 
Veterans’ (SCV) legal position by reversing the decision of the Superior 
Court of DeKalb County and the Georgia Court of Appeals in the case of 
Georgia Division, Sons of Confederate Veterans, inc., et al v. Bryan A. 
Downs, in his official capacity as City Attorney of the City of Decatur, et al, 
(Case No. S23C0153).  
     This case is somewhat different in many respects from the other SCV 
cases because Judge Clarence Seeliger (now retired) of the Superior Court 
of DeKalb County accepted the argument that the presence of the Confeder-
ate Monument in front of the old courthouse constituted a “nuisance” and 
ordered it removed only three days after the complaint was filed. The Con-
federate Monument has remained concealed in an undisclosed location in 
further violation of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated §50-3-1. The 
Georgia law required that once a monument is removed if done under the 
guidance of the statute, it must then “shall be relocated to a site of similar 
prominence, honor, visibility, and access within the same county or munici-
pality in which the monument was originally located.” 
     Thus, even if the monument was actually found to be a nuisance (and 
Georgia law is very specific about that), it must be moved to a site of similar 
prominence. 
     As with the other cases, this ruling by the Supreme Court of Georgia 
gives the SCV, its members, and supporters of honest history a day in 
Court. 
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Brig/General Benjamin G. Humphreys 
 
Early life 
     Humphreys was born in Claiborne 
County in the Territory of Mississippi, 
on the Bayou Pierre. He was educated 
in New Jersey and enrolled at United 
States Military Academy in the same 
class as Robert E. Lee and Joseph E. 
Johnston. However, he was expelled in 
1826 when he participated in a 
"Christmas frolic" that ended up turning 
into the Eggnog Riot. 
     Upon his return to Mississippi, he 
was elected to the state senate repre-
senting his native county, serving from 
1839 to 1844. In 1846, he moved 
to Sunflower County, Mississippi, and 
founded Itta Bena. He developed a 
cotton plantation there. 
Civil War 
     During the American Civil War, 
Humphreys raised a company and was commissioned a captain in the Con-
federate States Army in 1861. Part of the 21st Mississippi Infantry Regi-
ment, he was elected to the rank of colonel the same year and brigaded 
with other regiments under the command of Brig. Gen. William Barksdale in 
the Eastern Theater. At the Battle of Gettysburg in 1863, Humphreys's regi-
ment was part of the force that attacked U.S. Army positions at the Peach 
Orchard, driving the U.S. soldiers back toward Cemetery Ridge. Humphreys 
took command of the brigade after the death of Barksdale. He was subse-
quently promoted to brigadier general,[1] and remained in command until he 
was wounded in the battle of Berryville, Virginia, on September 3, 1864. 
Humphreys returned home to Mississippi to heal but could not return to 
active duty before the war ended. 
Political career 
     After the Confederate States Army surrendered and the Confederate 
government dissolved, secessionist politicians and military officers were not 
automatically pardoned. They were forbidden to hold public office in the 
United States. Benjamin Humphreys was unpardoned when he announced 
his candidacy for Mississippi governor, and President Andrew Johnson did 
not want him elected. Unwilling to withdraw his candidacy, on October 2, 
1865, Humphreys was elected as a Democrat but was not immediately 
recognized as the Governor of Mississippi. Without presidential approval, 
on October 16, 1865, Humphreys had himself inaugurated and sworn in as 
the 26th Governor of Mississippi. By October 26, 1865, Mississippi provi-
sional Governor, William L. Sharkey, received from President Andrew John-
son a pardon authorizing political office under the Reconstruction plan. 
Humphreys won re-election in 1868 and continued with a second term. 
Nevertheless, with the beginning of Congressional control of Reconstruc-
tion, he was physically removed by occupying U.S. Armed Forces on June 
15, 1868.[2] 
     After he retired from politics, Humphreys entered a career in insurance 
in Jackson, Mississippi. He continued there until his retirement in 1877, 
when he moved to his plantation in Leflore County, Mississippi, where he 
died in 1882. He is buried in Wintergreen Cemetery, Port Gibson, Mississip-
pi.[3] 
     Humphreys County, Mississippi, is named after him. His son, Benjamin 
G. Humphreys II, entered into his own political career. He became a mem-
ber of Congress and was on the Harbors and Rivers Committee, where he 
was instrumental in the successful amendment that created and added 
levees to the commission's charter. 
 
See also 
List of American Civil War generals (Confederate) 
 
Notes 

1. Pfanz, p. 457. 

2. Eicher, p. 309, lists his position as Provisional Governor. 
3. Eicher, p. 309. 
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General Charles Clark 
 
Early life and education 
     Clark was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, on 
May 24, 1811, and subsequently moved 
to Mississippi. He is the great-
grandfather of Judge Charles Clark, who 
served on the United States Court of 
Appeals for the Fifth Circuit from 1969 to 
1992 and was the chair of the United 
States Judicial Conference. 
In the late 1830s and early 1840s, Clark, 
a lawyer, represented a settler in a dis-
pute with some Choctaw Native Ameri-
cans over land in the Mississippi Delta. 
The dispute led to a series of lawsuits 
before the Mississippi Supreme Court. The settler ultimately prevailed and 
gave Clark a large tract of land between Beulah, Mississippi and 
the Mississippi River as his legal fee. In the late 1840s, Clark formed 
a plantation on the land, naming it Doe-Roe, pseudonyms commonly used 
in the legal profession to represent unnamed or unknown litigants 
(e.g., John Doe, Roe v. Wade). However, because of poor local literacy, the 
plantation became known by its phonic representation. Doro. According to 
archives at Delta State University, "The plantation grew to over 5,000 acres 
(20 km2) and became the most prosperous in the region, operating until 
1913. It was prominent in the social, political and economic affairs of Bolivar 
County."[1] He was also active in state politics, being elected as a member 
of the Mississippi House of Representatives several times. 
Military service 
     During the Mexican–American War, he served as a colonel of the 2nd 
Mississippi Regiment of Volunteers.[2] Following the secession of Mississip-
pi in early 1861, Clark was appointed as a brigadier general in the First 
Division, First Corps, a Mississippi Militia unit that later entered the Confed-
erate States Army. He commanded the brigade at engagements in Ken-
tucky and then a division under Leonidas Polk at the Battle of Shiloh, where 
he was slightly wounded. Clark led a division at the Battle of Baton Rouge, 
where he was severely wounded and captured. He spent time as a prisoner 
of war before being released. He was promoted to major general of Missis-
sippi State Troops in 1863. 
Governor of Mississippi 
     On November 16, 1863, Clark was inaugurated as governor of Mississip-
pi under Confederate auspices. He served in this capacity until June 13, 
1865, when he was forcibly removed from office by occupation forces of 
the United States Army and replaced by William L. Sharkey, a respected 
judge and staunch Unionist who had been in total opposition to secession. 
Clark was briefly imprisoned at Fort Pulaski near Savannah, Georgia. 
Clarke was ex officio President of the University of Mississippi Board of 
Trustees during his tenure as Governor of Mississippi. Despite losing the 
governorship, he remained on the Board for almost ten years after his term 
ended. In 1871, he purchased Routhland, an Antebellum mansion iNatchez, 
Mississippi.[3] 
Death 
     Clark died in Bolivar County, Mississippi, on December 18, 1877, and 
was buried at the family graveyard in that county. 
 
References 
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Ella Palmer, 
Confederate 

Nurse 
 
     During the Civil War 
years, widow Ella Palmer 
basically gave up her own 
life to travel wherever sick 
and wounded Confederate 
soldiers needed her tender 
care, with her small daugh-
ter in tow. Her selflessness 
was a testament to her 
devotion to the Confedera-
cy and the Southern cause. 
     Ella Palmer was born in 
Tennessee in 1829. When 
the Civil War began, she 
was widowed with a five-
year-old daughter. When 
the Confederate Govern-
ment asked for help from its 
citizens, she and her 
daughter responded to 
Chattanooga, where they 
found sick and wounded 
soldiers lying on the floor in 
a makeshift hospital, with no blankets to keep them warm. 
     Palmer gathered all her own worldly goods and returned to that hospital, 
where she took charge as the head matron. She quickly organized two kitch-
ens and a linen room, and ministered to the sick and dying at all hours. 
Though the hospital staff had consisted of men only, the surgeons wel-
comed the widow’s help. 
While the Battle of Shiloh was raging, Palmer traveled to Corinth, Mississippi 
and worked tirelessly day and night in a church tending to the sick and 
wounded. Following this she went to Lauderdale Springs, Mississippi to help 
the many soldiers suffering from typhoid fever. 
During the war, Palmer kept constantly on the move, either because the 
Union army was near, or another hospital was needed elsewhere. During 
one of these moves, the male surgeons were planning to leave behind sev-
en wounded soldiers that they believed were near death. Palmer insisted 
that they be brought along, and got her way, returning six of them to good 
health. 
     In Forsyth, Georgia, the hospital tents overflowed with 1,800 sick and 
wounded. Townspeople were struck by Palmer’s devotion to her patients 
and helped by providing all services and goods needed by the men in gray. 
They crafted makeshift cots from leafy branches, and cups and dishes from 
local clay. 
     Ella’s devotion to the soldiers was impressive. During her travel to Au-
burn, Alabama she was involved in a train accident, andwas injured when 
the train in which she was traveling went over a trestle. After only three 
weeks of recovery, she resumed her nursing duties. 
     At the end of the war, she and her daughter returned to Tennessee, then 
moved to Colorado in 1873. There she studied mineralogy and became an 
expert assayer. 
    Not long before Ella Palmer died on November 7, 1909 at the age of 
eighty, she discovered gold near Lake City, Colorado. 
 
 

 The Original Thirteenth Amendment 
John M. Taylor, April 10, 2023, blueandgrayeducation.org  

 
    Some claim the Confederate States of America became involved in a war 
against the United States of America in 1861 to protect slavery, an allegation 
denied by both Southerners, including Jefferson Davis, Robert E. Lee, Rich-
ard Taylor, E. P. Alexander, and Raphael Semmes; and Northern-
ers, including George Lunt, Simon Cameron, Edward Channing, and, for a 
large portion of the war, U. S. Grant and Abraham Lincoln. Slavery had nev-
er been more secure than on the eve of the war.  
     The Corwin Amendment was written and proposed by Northern-
ers ostensibly to encourage Southern and Border Slave States to remain in 
the Union. 
 
The Corwin Amendment: 
[No. 13]  
Joint Resolution to Amend the Constitution of the United States. 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the following article be 
proposed to the several States as an amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States, which, when ratified by three-fourths of said Legisla-
tures, shall be valid, to all intents and purposes, as part of the said 
Constitution, vis.: 

Article Thirteen 
No amendment shall be made to the Constitution which will authorize 
or give to Congress the power to abolish or interfere, within any State, 
with the domestic institutions thereof, including that of persons held to 
labor or service by the laws of said State.”  
 
     The amendment was passed on March 2, 1861, by a two-thirds vote of 
the U.S. House and Senate. Several Southern States had left the Union; 
thus, majority approval was by non-Southern States. The Corwin Amend-
ment was sent to the States for ratification.  
     Although Ohio Representative Thomas Corwin’s name appears on the 
amendment, he was not the originator. He was chairman of the Republican 
ad hoc Committee of Thirty-Three from whence it was introduced. The origi-
nal sponsor, Charles Francis Adams (son of President John Quincy Adams), 
received the text from William Seward. After meeting with Republican politi-
cian and newspaper publisher Thurlow Weed, Seward introduced it to the 
Senate. Weed had met with Lincoln in Springfield, Illinois, on December 20, 
1860, to discuss the fugitive slave law and other compromise options. Also, 
on December 21, Lincoln “notified Illinois Senator Lyman Trumball to expect 
‘three short resolutions which I drew up, and which, on the substance of 
which, I think would do much good.’” Note: Author Doris Kearns Goodwin 
expressed the belief that Abraham Lincoln actually originated this amend-
ment.  
     Seward wrote to Lincoln on December 26, 1860, referencing “Weed’s 
verbal conveyance as a resolution stating, ‘That the constitution should nev-
er be altered so as to authorize Congress to abolish or interfere with slav-
ery in the states'—a clear description of the Corwin Amendment, which he 
presented the same day to the Republican members of the Senate’s com-
promise ‘Committee of Thirteen." 
     The proposed amendment re-stated existing constitutional rights; Lin-
coln admitted he had no legal authority to interfere with slavery in the States. 
The South could have construed it as confirmation of Lincoln’s position re-
garding slavery where it existed or as an attempt to bribe the seceded 
States back into the Union. Lincoln’s acknowledgement that he had no legal 
jurisdiction to interfere with slavery where it existed indicates the destruction 
of slavery was not the casus belli. 
     Peace advocate, Stephen Douglas, an Illinois Democrat and architect of 
the Kansas-Nebraska Act, strongly supported Corwin. Democratic President 
Buchanan signed the Corwin Amendment on March 3, 1861, his last day 
in office.  
     Although the opening of hostilities minimized debate, at least two States 
ratified Corwin—“Ohio on May 13, 1861, and Maryland on January 10, 
1862.” In Lincoln’s home state, the Illinois Constitutional Conven-
tion endorsed the Corwin Amendment in 1862. Ratification by three-quarters 
of the States would have made the Corwin the law of the land, i.e., the origi-
nal thirteenth amendment to the U.S. Constitution, yet the Southern 
States that were still part of the United States in the spring of 1861 were not 
interested.  
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Watch our meetings on  
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