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������������ My Fellow Compatriots,  
     With the coming of Spring and the passing 
of the flu bug, attendance at the March Meet-
ing climbed back into the twenties. We had a 
couple of members at the Meeting who had 
not been there in months. Hopefully this is the 
start of a regeneration of interest in the Camp 
and our Confederate Heritage.  
    We were all saddened by the sudden pass-
ing of George Ray. Loosing a loved one is al-
ways hard and this hit Miranda a little harder 
coming just three weeks before her wedding to 
Andrew. I ask all of you to keep the Ray Fam-
ily in your thoughts and prayers. The wedding 
will take place as planned. George would have 
wanted it that way.  
     On a lighter note, our very own Mr. Earl 
gave an excellent program on medical care 
during the “Late War”. From Earl’s presenta-
tion, medical care was very crude and if you 
survived, it was a minor miracle.  
    April has begun which means we are now in “Confederate Heritage Month”. Fly your Battle Flag 
and let everyone know you are proud of your Confederate Heritage. The Camp will be holding its 
Confederate Memorial Service on Sunday, April 20th at 2:00 pm at the UDC Memorial in the 
Greenville Cemetery. We need as many re-enactors as possible for the Color Guard and Honor 
Guard. The ladies of the OCR and UDC will be providing refreshments after the service.  
    For those planning to attend the MS Division Reunion in Gulfport at the end of May, the dead-
line to reserve a place for the luncheon and banquet that will be held at Beauvoir is April 15th. I 
understand there are a few rooms remaining at the host hotel, Holiday Inn Gulfport. Make those 
reservations soon.  
    Gator has lined-up another great program for our April Meeting. Cecil Fayard, Chaplain-in-Chief 
of the SCV will be talking about the spiritual life of President Jefferson Davis. Y’all come on to the 
Meeting and bring a friend.  
 
God Bless the South,  
Dan A. McCaskill, Camp Commander  
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     Our April guest speaker will be 
Dr. Cecil Fayard from Grenada.  
Dr. Fayard  is not only an inspiring 
speaker and pastor of Elliot Bap-

tist Church but also is our National Chaplin in 
Chief of the S.C.V. Dr. Fayard comes highly re-
comended and is well respected within the 
ranks. Dr. Fayard will be speaking on the Spirital 
life of Jefferson Davis. Please attend for what I 
know will be a blessing and inspiration. 

5�����
��&7�
�
�
 

Confederate Memorial Service in Teoc, MS 
on April 19 – 2:00 PM 

 

Confederate Memorial Service in Greenville 
Cemetery on April 20th – 2:00 PM 

 

Division Confederate Memorial Day at  
Beauvoir on April 26th – 2:00 PM 

 

Confederate Memorial Service in  
Oxford, MS on May 4– 2:00 PM 

 

May 31 – June 01, 2008 – Mississippi  
Division Convention at Beauvoir  

 

June 3 – Beauvoir Dedication for Reopening 
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If anyone in our camp has a snail mail or e-mail address change or has not been receiving 
their Camp Newsletter, please let Larry McCluney know calling him at 662-453-7212 or e-

mail to confederate@roadrunner.com 
 

� ��
�������/ ��Editor reserves the rights to edit all material submitted and all submis-
sions to the newsletter must be in proper format (all caps not excepted)  
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     As you know, on Sunday, April 20th at 
2:00 PM is our Confederate Memorial Serv-
ice in Greenville at the Old Greenville 
Cemetery.  Dr. Richard “Dick” Hill, pastor 
at the Glendale Baptist Church, will be our 
speaker at the service.  He has invited eve-
ryone to come to service at his church that 
Sunday.  Directions:  from Leland go west 
on 82 about 4 miles till you get to St. Chris-
topher Rd.  It will be on your left next to a 
Shell Station.  Take St. Christopher’s Rd 
and go 300 yards, you will see the Church 
from the Shell Station.  All reenactors are 
encouraged by the pastor to come to serv-
ice in period attire.  
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Registration Form 
 
Member: _____ Lifetime Member: __________ Guest:____________ 
 
Name: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
(Please Print your name - the way you want your nametag) 
 
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: _________________________________ St:______________ Zip: _________________________ 
 
e-mail: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ______________________________________Home: _______ Ofc: _______ Cell: ___________ 
 
Chapter Name: 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Position Held Chapter: President:____ VP: ____ Sgct: _____ Treasurer: _____ Other: _______ 
 
Position Held State: President: ____ VP::____ Sgct: _____ Treasurer: _____ Other _______ 
 
Description Qty Cost Total 
OCR Registration * $25.00 
Black Rose Seminar N/C N/C 
Total Amount of Check $ 
Please make your check payable to: NC OCR 
Mail check and registration to: Suzy Hager 
1033 Ashford Drive 
Charlotte, NC 28214 
(704) 393-2132 
sz@carolina.rr.com 
 
General Information for our OCR Family: 
     The OCR will be headquartered at the Comfort Suites Exit #49 Concord, North Carolina, (704) 979-3800 when making your 
reservations. The Comfort Suites have an indoor pool and fitness center and provide a full breakfast. The rooms are $79.99 per 
night (be sure to tell them you are with the SCV/OCR). Restaurants in walking distance of the hotels are the Texas Roadhouse, 
Bob Evans, Cook-Out,Sonic Drive In and KFC/Taco Bell. Thee are plenty of other restaurants if you wish to drive. Thee is a 
shuttle bus to the Concord Mills Outlet all that will pick and return you to the hotel complex for $1.00 each way and the shuttle 
runs hourly. 
     OCR Registration will be at the Cabarrus Arena and Events Center and OCR registration hours will be posted.  If an individual 
member or state society wishes to donate to the ditty bags, we are asking for your 100 items to be sent to Suzy Hager, 1033 
Ashford Drive, Charlotte, NC 28214 by May 1, 2008. We want to have all “Ditty Bags” stuffed and ready for our guests at the time 
you register and pick up your name badges. You may either send your “Ditties” by US mail or UPS. 
     Tours: Will be handled by the SCV, you will need to register on the SCV Registration form. 
     Our Saturday General Business Meeting & Social will be on Saturday July 19, 2008 from 8:30 -12:20 (tentatively). This will 
include a continental breakfast starting at 8:30 AM, with our very special guest Mrs. Mary Anna Jackson (Nora Brooks).  Our time 
together will be fun filled, sisterly camaraderie, entertainment, and reports from the states, door prizes and maybe even a few 
good surprises. We are asking each state society to donate a door prize(s). If an individual member wishes to donate a door 
prize(s) we will welcome your thoughtfulness. 
     The North Carolina Society, Order of Confederate Rose, wishes to welcome all members and guests to the Order of Confed-
erate Rose Confederation of States Societies Re-union for 2009. If you have any questions or if we may be of further assistance 
please email Laura Stallard, NC State President at laura21net@earthlink.net or you may telephone at (3360 993-8330. 

*Registration includes: 
OCR ID Badge, Ditty Bag (first 100 to register) 
OCR Welcome Reception 
Thurs., July 17, 2008 from 5:00-10:00 
Black Rose Mourning Seminar at n/c 
Friday, July 18, 2008 @ 2:00 pm 
(we need a head count) 
General OCR Business Meeting/Social including a 
Continental Breakfast and Guest Speaker Mrs. 
Mary Anna Jackson (by Nora Brooks) 
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Locations of Activities: 
SCV Registration : Cabarrus Arena and Events Center 
OCR Registration: Cabarrus Arena and Events Center 
(Registration hours will be posted and we will be set up next to SCV Registration) 
Vendors: Cabarrus Arena and Events Center 
OCR Welcome Reception: Comfort Suites (Thursday, July 17, 2008 from 5:00-10:00) 
Black Rose Seminar: Comfort Suites (Friday 2:00 PM) 
General Business Meeting & Social Cabarrus Arena and Events Center 
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Compatriots, 
     The Division Memorial Service will be at 2 PM, Saturday, April 26, in the cemetery at Beauvoir.  There will be a picnic on the 
grounds of the cemetery. 
     The Memorial Committee would welcome hearing from cannoneers, riflemen, a bugler or two, someone willing to perform ap-
propriate music, and someone who has a good sound system. (Wouldn't it be great to have two buglers performing "echoing 
Taps" at the ceremony?!?!) 
     Camps and other Heritage organizations should begin making plans now to bring down their floral tributes for placement at the 
soon to be renovated Tomb of the Unknown Confederate Soldier. Of course, each Camp/organization should have someone on 
hand to take their tribute from the staging area to the Tomb during the actual procession of floral tributes. 
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     The town of Newton is rich in history. In fact, one of the features in the historical 
town tour is the Confederate Cemetery on Highway 80.  
     The location is also the family cemetery for the man for whom the town was named, 
Newton Doolittle. 
"When the soldiers died in the Confederate hospital, they had nowhere to bury them," 
said Angie Burks of the Newton Chamber of Commerce. "So the Doolittle family of-
fered up their family cemetery to bury the soldiers. There's some 120 soldiers back 
there."  
In the past, the Doolittle family handled all of the upkeep of the cemetery. Now, the 
Sons of Confederate Veterans does that. The cemetery is one of the features in the 
historical tour of the town.  
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     John Echols doesn't mix business with pleasure.  If he did, he could teach a 
class on the life and times of Jefferson Davis and his final years at Beauvoir in 
Biloxi. 
     Echols' personal interest and knowledge gravitate toward Southern history 
and the Civil War, but his American history class at Southaven High School skips 
that period altogether.  The class begins, appropriately enough, at 1877, when 
the former Confederate president moved from Memphis to Beauvoir. Mississippi's 
middle school social studies curriculum covers the Civil War era. 
Echols, 66, a 42-year member of the Sons of Confederate Veterans, has served 
the group's Mississippi division for 20-plus years as a trustee of Beauvoir, a his-
torical landmark.  The home and grounds were devastated by Hurricane Katrina, 
but Beauvoir officials are nearing the end of a painstaking restoration of the main 
house. For details, go to beauvoir.org. 
     It's due to reopen June 3, the 200th anniversary of Jefferson Davis' birth.  Fel-
low Southaven High history teacher Allen Latimer nominated Echols to the First 

Regional Library board last year, in part because of Echols' love of books and history.  Latimer also appreciated the lengths 
Echols went to to reinvent himself as an educator. Echols is a prime example of the concept of lifetime learning that is a central 
theme of the library system.  The library of his Southaven home contains about 2,000 volumes, about two-thirds of them con-
cerning the Civil War and probably 30 specifically about Jefferson Davis. 
     Echols grew up in South Memphis, graduated from South Side High School and served in the Air Force. He returned to Mem-
phis and went to work as a bill collector for 24 years. He has lived in Southaven since 1970.  Echols was manager of the collec-
tion agency when his interest in teaching young people got the best of him. He had been involved in Boy Scouts when his two 
sons were growing up. While training scout leaders, he discovered his second career.  Echols studied at Northwest Mississippi 
Community College and the University of Mississippi. He waited tables at a Mexican restaurant to support himself, his wife, 
Paula, and his son, the younger of the two, who is disabled. 
     He graduated Ole Miss at 48 with a bachelor's degree in social studies and went to work teaching at Southaven High. 
Alongside props and artifacts in Echols' classroom -- mementos from the Twin Towers and Oklahoma City federal building, a flag 
that flew over Camp Taji, Iraq -- are pictures of some of his other heroes: Jefferson Davis and Robert E. Lee. 
     Echols was in his 20s when he became interested in his Southern roots and joined the Sons of Confederate Veterans. He 
has been a leader in the organization's Military Order of Stars and Bars, which is open to descendants of Confederate officers.  
The Mississippi division of the SCV owns Beauvoir, which has been closed for reconstruction since Hurricane Katrina bashed the 
Gulf Coast in 2005. 
     Echols has served on the board of trustees since the mid 1980s. The trustees and a board of directors form a joint board that 
operates the home and grounds.  Echols said the morning after Katrina, "The first word I got was that the house was completely 
gone. Then I found out it was 65 percent damaged. We had something to work with."  Prior to Katrina, Echols traveled to the 
coast four to five times a year to attend meetings. He hasn't gone as much since the storm, in part because of lack of lodging 
and facilities for visitors. 
     Restoration of the main house is nearing completion, but Echols said there's plenty of work left to do. "The whole library has 
got to be torn down and rebuilt on a different site that's outside of the new FEMA-designated flood plain."  As 200th anniversaries 
of the births of Abraham Lincoln and Jefferson Davis approach, Davis fans have complained he has gotten a bad rap. 
     Said Echols, "Some people say he shouldn't be honored. They're looking at the fact that he was president of the Confederate 
States of America. He didn't do anything different than our ancestors did in the American Revolution. There was no treason to it." 
Echols argued that Davis deserves to be honored because of a distinguished career as a U.S. Senator, Secretary of War and a 
colonel under Zachary Taylor in the Mexican War. 
     "These alone warrant that he be remembered. He was the only president of the Confederate States of America. You can't 
forget history."  That's unlikely to happen if Echols has anything to say about it. 

John Echols, a history teacher at 
Southaven High School, serves on the 
board of trustees of Beauvoir, the Biloxi 

home of Confederate president  
Jefferson Davis 
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     The General Executive Council met today (Saturday, March 8th) at Elm Springs, the SCV’s beautiful antebellum headquarters. 
A few items from that meeting: 
     Deadline set for printing constitutional amendments in Confederate Veteran: April 1st is the latest that headquarters can re-
ceive proposed amendments to the constitution in order to have them printed in the Confederate Veteran. 
     Our affinity card program (SCV Visa Card) is ending, and the issuing bank is refusing to continue with the agreement as it has 
been. A search for a new card issuer was authorized. 
     The Friends of the SCV program certificate design was presented, and the minimum initial contribution requirement set at $40 
(and $30 annual for ongoing). This is a program to recognize non-member supporters (they receive the Confederate Veteran and 
a nice certificate). 
     A sesquicentennial SCV logo was adopted that will be used on decals and pins. 
     $6,000 was authorized to pursue a Foundation Search Database Program. This will allow the SCV to pursue foundation grants 
for the many projects that are proposed each year. The SCV spends tens of thousands and more each year supporting historical 
and memorial projects, but there are always more. It is hoped this program will allow us to tap into much larger financial re-
sources. 
     A total of $49,000 was voted from designated funds to support four projects: Confederate Memorial Park in Maryland, trail 
markers in Missouri, CSS Neuse II in North Carolina, and the Confederate Museum in Greenville, South Carolina. 
     Concepts for the future development of the Elm Springs property were presented by the Elm Springs Task Force. 
     The Public Relations/Media committee presented a number of areas of outreach, including www.confederateheritgemonth.
com, which shows anyone how to get government proclamations for Confederate Heritage Month, and multimedia projects that 
will shortly be released on the internet on an SCV Video site (think Confederate YouTube). 
     The GEC recommended the report of the Time & Place committee that the 2011 reunion be held in Montgomery, Alabama. 
$3,000 was voted from Heritage Defense funds to erect a large battle flag near a busy U.S. highway (that it slated to become an 
interstate), near Uniontown, Tennessee.  These are just a few highlights; for more details, contact your department commander or 
councilman. 
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     Jefferson Davis was born 200 years ago and 2008 will be a special year for the Sons of Confederate 
Veterans as we honor the memory and legacy of the one and only Confederate President. As your Com-
mander-in-Chief, I will ask every Compatriot, Camp and Division to do whatever is necessary to see that 
the Davis record is honored both as a Confederate President, patriotic soldier, loving family man, and as 
an American statesman. 
     The General Executive Council has decided that something unique needs to be done to truly honor 
Jefferson Davis. By a unanimous vote, the SCV will commission famed sculptor Gary Casteel to create a 
statue of Jefferson Davis which will be here 100 years from now as a token of the respect of the member-

ship of the SCV in 2008. This will be our token of affection and gratitude for what Jefferson Davis did and what he stood for. It is 
hoped that the statue will be completed this year. 
     Our monument will emphasize the humanity of Jefferson Davis. It will consist of three figures, Jefferson Davis, his son Joseph, 
and their adopted black child Jim Limber, a person lost in history by revisionist historians who felt his existence would impair their 
contrived notions of Davis. The statue will serve as an educational reminder that Davis was much more than the villain today's 
politically correct historians castigate. 
     The statue will be paid for through individual contributions. There will be no corporate or municipal shakedowns such as when 
the Abraham Lincoln statue was forced into a Confederate landmark, the Tredegar Ironworks. A careful fundraising program will 
be created for SCV contributions and freedom loving Americans who understand what Davis represents. The SCV statue will rep-
resent the love of the Southern people who Davis bore much of the suffering for. We have not determined the exact location of 
the statue but will determine a suitable spot during the time the statue is being constructed. 
     I ask all members to be a part of this historical endeavor. Our statue will be the first public statue of Jefferson Davis in a cen-
tury. Every member, Camp and Division are asked to contribute to this when we begin fundraising. The SCV may be the only or-
ganization in this country who will honor the memory of Jefferson Davis and that includes many Southern organizations. Next year 
will be the bi-centennial of Abraham Lincoln. I am sure you can guess the hoopla that will entail. This year is the bi-centennial of 
our President. Let's show the world that Jefferson Davis was not only a man of his times but a man for the ages. 
 
Christopher Sullivan 
Commander-in-Chief 
Sons of Confederate Veterans 
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ELIZABETHTOWN, Ky. — Abraham Lincoln 
isn't the only Civil War-era historical figure re-
ceiving a tribute in Kentucky. 
Lincoln's rival and fellow Kentuckian Jefferson 
Davis will be recognized in Hardin County on his 
200th birthday in June, according to the News-
Enterprise. 
     Davis, who as president of the Confederacy 
opposed Lincoln in the Civil War, was born June 
3 near Hopkinsville in western Kentucky. Lincoln 
was born 199 years ago in what was then Har-
din County in a small cabin near what later be-
came Hodgenville. 
The Hardin County History Museum, which last 
year opened a Lincoln exhibit, plans one for 
Davis in June, said spokeswoman Susan 
McCrobie. 
     The local Sons of Confederate Veterans 
chapter plans an event at Davis's birthplace. It 
will coincide with a June 7-8 state parks com-
memoration at the Jefferson Davis State Historic 
Site. It will include living history camps, guest 
speakers, music and appearances by members 
of Davis' family. 
     The state has spent millions of dollars for 
Lincoln activities as part of America's two-year 
bicentennial celebration. Residents of 
Hodgenville even took hospitality lessons to pre-
pare for visitors. The town has a Lincoln Mu-
seum, where visitors can gaze upon a life-size 
portrait of the famous native Kentuckian, dio-
ramas tracing his life and a three-drawer chest 
crafted by a man who as a childhood friend of 
Lincoln saved the future president from drown-
ing. A Lincoln statue is the centrepiece of town 
square. 
     Several other programs are planned across 
Kentucky, including an exhibit at the Lexington 
History Museum beginning in May.  
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     Jefferson Davis, president of the Confederate States of America and a 
Kentucky native, is the topic of a day-long symposium set for Friday, June 
27, at the Kentucky Historical Society in Frankfort. This year marks the 
200th anniversary of Davis’s birth. 
     Keynote speaker for "The Contested Legacy of Jefferson Davis" will be 
nationally known Civil War scholar and author William J. Cooper Jr., of Lou-
isiana State University.  
     Cooper is the author of "Jefferson Davis, American" (2000) as well as 
other works on slavery and the South, including "The South and the Politics 
of Slavery, 1828-1856" (1978), "Liberty and Slavery: Southern Politics to 
1860" (1983), and (with Thomas E. Terrill) "The American South: A His-
tory" (1990). 
     The symposium is scheduled for 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., with a break for 
lunch. Events include two topical panels followed by a roundtable discus-
sion. 
 

Panel 1: Jefferson Davis and the Civil War 
This panel discussion features both established and emerging scholars 
highlighting recent work on Davis’s role in the war, Confederate military and 
diplomatic efforts, African Americans in the Confederacy and the Confeder-
ate army, and life in the South during the war.  
It includes panelists Cooper, Richard J. Blackett, of Vanderbilt University; 
and Charles P. Roland, author and retired professor emeritus of history at 
the University of Kentucky. Edward M. Coffman will serve as moderator. 
 

Panel 2: Jefferson Davis and Lost Cause Memory 
This discussion focuses on the actual and symbolic roles Davis and his fam-
ily played in the emergence of the Lost Cause, both across the old Confed-
eracy and in Kentucky.  
 
     Panelists include Anne Marshall of Mississippi State University and John 
Coski, director of library and research at the Museum of the Confederacy, 
Richmond, Virginia. James A. Ramage, Northern Kentucky University, will 
serve as moderator. 
     "The Contested Legacy of Jefferson Davis" will end with a group discus-
sion on how to interpret Jefferson Davis era Confederate history accurately 
and sensitively at Kentucky’s historic sites. 
 
     The deadline for registration is Friday, June 20, and seating is limited to 
the first 200 people.  
The registration fee includes lunch. Cost is: $25 general public; $20 Ken-
tucky Historical Society members; $10 students (photocopy of student ID 
must accompany registration form). 
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SCV Affinity Credit Card  
     The Sons of Confederate Veterans (SCV) and the Texas Independent Bank (TIB) have had a mutually beneficial affinity credit 
card arrangement for the past nine years. TIB has decided to not renew the contract and our business association will terminate 
on April 30, 2008 which they claim is due to the small number of SCV card holders. TIB further states they are unable to pro-vide 
the SCV names and addresses of current card holders. The SCV is seeking a new contract with a different bank. If you wish to 
continue to support the SCV through a new affinity card, please provide your name and address to SCV, P O Box 59, Columbia 
TN 38502-0059, by email to exedir@scv.org, or phone (800) 380-1896 ext 207. TIB has promised to print a trun-cated version of 
this information on individual credit card statements during the period 4/15/08 through 5/13/08. 
SCV Credit Card Revenue Sharing  
     The national SCV began on August 1, 2006 sharing 25% of the revenue received from the SCV VISA Card program with the 
divisions, and during the previous fiscal year more than $6,000 has been earned by the divisions during the first year. This pro-
gram will end in early May 2008, after sharing receipts tied to April 2008 purchases, due to the termination of the Affinity Credit 
Card arrangement with TIB. GHQ will strive to reinstitute this program as soon as practical after finding a new bank to sponsor a 
SCV credit card. 
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     By 1860, states' rights had taken control of the thoughts and actions of many Mississippians, 
and the nation was on the verge of a civil war. The North had industry; the South had agricul-
ture and the war began. Mississippi seceded from the Union on January 9, 1861. The American 
Civil War lasted until 1865, when Southern soldiers returned to a homeland they hardly recog-
nized. 
     In 1866, a group of Columbus women met in the home Twelve Gables to decide on a way to 
honor the Confederate war dead in the local Oddfellows Cemetery. They decided on a date to 
meet, walk to the cemetery and decorate the graves with flowers from their gardens. Once they 
arrived, one of the women began placing flowers on the graves of the few Union soldiers, too, 
for they also had given their lives for their beliefs. Other women followed suit, and soon, all the 
graves -- Confederate and Union -- had flowers. This generous gesture was told and re-told, 

and finally made its way to the New York Tribune, where the short article was seen by young attorney Francis Miles Finch. He 
was so moved by the generosity of the Southern ladies and their Decoration Day, he wrote the poem, "The Blue and the Gray," 
and it was published in the Atlantic Monthly in September 1867. 
     Other towns claim Decoration Day, perhaps earlier than the one in Columbus, but Columbus was the first to honor former ene-
mies. Here's what the Library of Congress said: "Columbus, Mississippi, thus, can rightly claim to be not only one day ahead of 
Columbus, Georgia, in its observance of Memorial Day, but more generous in its distribution of the tributes of honor and mourn-
ing."  
     What began as a solemn occasion in Columbus in April 1866 has evolved into the nation's Memorial Day, now officially ob-
served each May. The Union soldiers were later moved to a national cemetery, and Columbus went about rebuilding its spirit as 
well as the economy.  

     In April 1865, two battle-weary adver-
saries, Confederate General Joseph E. 
Johnston and Union General William T. 
Sherman, met under a flag of truce to dis-
cuss a peaceful solution to the tragic Civil 
War. 
     The military leaders and their escorts 
got together midway between their lines 
on the Hillsborough Road, seven miles 
from Durham Station. Johnston suggested 
they sit down together at a simple farm-
house a short distance away. 
     On three separate occasions the Union 
and Confederate generals struggled to 
come to mutually agreeable surrender 
terms at the home of James and Nancy 
Bennitt (research indicates Bennitt is the 
correct spelling of the family name). Fi-
nally, on April 26, the Bennitt home be-
came the site of the largest troop surren-
der of the Civil War.  
     After his controversial march from At-
lanta to Savannah, Sherman turned his 
army of 60,000 north. In March 1865 he 
entered North Carolina. Living off the land 
and destroying public buildings and facto-
ries, the Union commander brought his 
"total war" policy to a state that had been 
slow to secede. Johnston, recently placed 
in command of the Confederate Army of 
Tennessee, failed to stop Sherman at the 

Battle of Bentonville.  
     The days of the Confederacy were 
numbered. Seeking to avoid capture in 
Virginia, President Jefferson Davis arrived 
in Greensboro on April 11 and summoned 
Johnston to assess the strength of his . 

Though Davis felt the 
South could continue the 
war, the confirmation of 
Lee's surrender prompted 
him to allow Johnston to 
confer with Sherman. 
     On April 17 Johnston 
and Sherman met at the 
Bennitt farm. Before nego-
tiations began Sherman 
showed Johnston a tele-
gram announcing the as-
sassination of President 
Lincoln. Unaware of the 
problems this tragedy would create, the 
generals began their conference. 
Sherman was prepared to offer terms 
like those Grant gave Lee - military 
terms only. Johnston wanted "to ar-
range the terms of a permanent peace," 
including political terms. 
     At the second meeting on April 18, 
Sherman submitted "a basis of agree-
ment" which Johnston accepted. This 
liberal document provided for an armi-
stice that could be cancelled at 48 
hours notice, disbanding armies follow-
ing the depositing weapons in state ar-
senals, recognition of state government, 
establishment of federal courts, restora-
tion of political and civil rights, and a 
general amnesty. Jefferson Davis ap-
proved these terms, but the Union re-
jected them because of hostilities in 
Washington following Lincoln's assassi-
nation. Grant instructed Sherman to 
renegotiate terms similar to those given  

Lee at Appomattox. 
     Davis, who opposed the more strin-
gent terms, ordered Johnston to dis-
band the infantry and escape with the 
mounted troops.   Realizing the trage-
dyof a prolonged war, Johnston dis-
obeyed orders and met Sherman again 
at the Bennitt farm on April 26. The final 
agreement was simply a military surren-
der which ended the war in the Caroli-
nas, Georgia, and Florida, and involved 
89,270 soldiers. The mustering out of 
the troops and the issuing of paroles for 
those who surrendered took place in 
Greensboro. Two surrenders followed; 
Richard Taylor in Alabama on May 4 
and E. Kirby Smith at New Orleans on 
May 26. Together with Lee's surrender, 
the Confederate forces were completely 
disbanded. 
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Dear Compatriots, 
     I hope you are well. If you are interested in furthering your own genealogical research, I have news that I am sure you will find 
interesting. The SCV has made arrangements to allow our members to do this research using their DNA through a company 
called Family Tree DNA.  Family Tree DNA has set up a group program, offering us discounts and profit sharing for the SCV. 
I am including a flyer with this message that will explain in more detail. This flyer will also be sent to all men who request an appli-
cation to join the SCV.  Please visit Family Tree DNA’s web site https://www.familytreedna.com and look it over. If you decide you 
would like to join the project you can do so from this link: https:// www.familytreedna.com/surname_join.aspx?code=K17699 
     They have offered us very good discounts and the process is very simple. 
Genetic genealogy through the use of DNA is growing rapidly. It allows us to connect with other people that have perhaps more 
information to add to your family mystery. The following are web sites that go further into depth on this fascinating subject. 
https://www.familytreedna.com/faq.html 
http://www.isogg.org/ 
http://www.thegeneticgenealogist.com/ 
http://www.eyeondna.com/2007/07/02/genetic-genealogist-dr-blaine-bettinger-on-dna-and-genealogy/ 
     I hope you find this service useful in your genealogical search. Please feel free to email me with any questions. I am, 
Respectfully yours, 
Michael Givens, Commander 
Army of Northern Virginia 
Sons of Confederate Veterans 
http://anv.scv.org/ 
anvscv@gmail.com 


