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Commander’s Comments — Larry McCluney 
Compatriots, 
     Welcome to the February edition of the Delta General as we observe Black Confederate History Month.  
This issue will highlight some articles from past issues as well as some new ones.  I hope you enjoy. 
     I hope everyone had a great time at our annual Lee/Jackson banquet.  The food was great and so was 
our speaker, Donnie Kennedy. We also surpassed our goal of $1,000 for the Forrest Plaza, in fact it was 
$1,085.  Thanks to all who donated.  As a result of said donation, we challenged all Camps in the Confed-
eration to do the same and as a result, they are starting to answer the challenge.  Good work men.    
     We will not have a speaker this month because we have some serious business that we need to take 
care of:  the budget for the new year (page 3), planning for Confederate Memorial Day in Greenville, and if 
memory serves me right, we also have a headstone to dedicate.  April will be fast upon us and a lot of ac-
tivities will be going on.  There is also the Division Monument dedication in April near Calhoun City.  Its 
been a longtime since a new Confederate Monument was erected and dedicated in Mississippi and we do 
not want to miss this event.   
     The GEC meeting is March 4 at Elm Springs in Columbia, TN.  Dan and myself will be in attendance.  If 
you have never visited or have not lately visited Elm Springs, I highly recommend you do so and see our 
new museum.  It is coming along in leaps and bounds.  See the burial plot of General Forrest and his wife 
as well as visit The Forrest Boyhood Home which is 30 minutes away. 
     The Division will have a Workshop on March 11 for those interested, more information will be available 
as it comes.  The AoT has their workshop as well that day at Foley, AL (please see registration flyer on 
page 12). 
     We have some people who did not renew their dues this year.  This is not good.  If you have not paid 
your renewals this could be your last issue of the Delta General so please renew your dues and help us 
keep up the fight on our enemies who would besmirch our ancestor’s good name. 
     Please bring a friend or potential recruit at our next meeting as we gather to carryout our Camp’s busi-
ness and remember our Confederate ancestors.  We hope to see you there.   
 

Camp Adjutant’s Report — Dan McCaskill - January 2023 
     Our Camp with the help of the Ladies of the Ella Palmer Chapter held our 27th Annual Lee – Jackson 
Banquet sponsored by the Camp and the Charles Clark Chapter of the Military Order of the Stars and 
Bars.. 
     Our Social Hour was 6:00 to 7:00. At the end of the hour, Commander Larry McCluney called the ban-
quet to order. Larry opened the Banquet with prayer and blessing followed by Color Sergeant Earl Allen 
leading everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance and Salutes to the 1894 Mississippi Flag and the Confederate 
Flag. Earl then read the Charge given to us by Lt. General Stephen D. Lee.  
     Commander Larry McCluney took the podium and welcomed all to the Banquet. Larry introduced our 
distinguished guest who included Lt. Commander-in-Chief and Speaker Donnie Kennedy, Division Com-
mander Conor Bond, 1st Brigade Commander Boyd Coker, and members of our Camp and Chapters who 
are now serving; Larry McCluney, Past Commander in Chief of SCV, Dan McCaskill, Adjutant-in-Chief and 
MS Division Chief of Staff, Jackson McCaskill, Ensign to the CIC and Sandra Stillman, President of the Ella 
Palmer Chapter. Others who have served in Division or State positions are Alan Palmer, Annette McCluney 
and Missy Stillman. With the welcomes and introductions out of the way, Larry invited our guest speaker 
and everyone else to partake in the evening meal.      
    After the meal, Larry introduced our guest speaker, Lt. Commander-in-Chief Donnie Kennedy who gave 
rousing presentation on our Heritage and what we as members and friends of the SCV must do to preserve 
and defend the good name of the Confederate Veterans, what they fought for and Dixieland. After his 
presentation, Donnie passed out copies of the Southern Defender which contains information about the 
defense of the South.  
     After the evening’s program, Dan McCaskill led the Candlelight Memorial Service remembering Camp 
Members Darrel Haley and Jimmy Alford who “Crossed Over” in 2022 followed by the Roll Call of our Con-
federate Ancestors.   
    After this solemn occasion, the floor was turned over to the Ladies of the OCR for announcement for 
who had the high bids on the items in the Silent Auction. Tommy McCaskill walked away with the most 
items. Fun was had by all. The food was delicious and plentiful and the fellowship was outstanding.  
    In closing, Larry thanked everyone for coming out for our Banquet, had Dan McCaskill deliver the Bene-
diction. The Banquet was closed with the singing of Dixie. Attendance for the Banquet was 26.    
 

Chaplain’s Corner — Earl McCown 
    As many of you may or may not know, our Camp Chaplin, Earl McCown, is back in a swing bed in Rule-
ville Rehab.  This is his second time back there since Thanksgiving.  Please keep him in your prayers as he 
does his recovery.  As many of you know, he is 93 years old and its one of those things as he tries to help 
himself around home and his wife. 
     Annette and I saw him after Christmas before he fell a second time and was doing good but it seems 
once he recovers from this second surgery, he will be the bionic man. 
     Once he is settled back home it would be nice if we could send him cards and maybe a get well basket  
just to let him know we are thinking of him and miss him.  Just a thought since he is our oldest member and 
a great-grandson of a veteran. 
 
Larry McCluney, Camp Commander 
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Brig. – Gen. Benjamin G. Humphreys Camp # 1625 
Sons of Confederate Veterans 
Indianola, Mississippi 38751 

 

Financial Statement: January 31, 2022 – January 31, 2023  

 

Beginning Funds $     2,308.31 

Deposits 3,136.00 

Forrest Plaza 1,085.00 

Confederate Headstone Project 345.00 

Checks -3,348.17 

Confederate Headstone Project -449.00 

Forrest Plaza Project -1,085.00 

                                                                                             ----------------- 

Account Balance $   1,992.14 

Heritage Defense $     -299.50                                                           

Available Funds $ 1,692.64 

  

2022 Op. Budget as of  Jan. 29, 2023 Proposed 2023 Operating Budget                            2022 Budget 

Newsletter $ 55.20  Newsletter $ 100.00  $ 75.00 

Memorial Day 50.00  Memorial Day 50.00 50.00 

Awards, JROTC 0.00  Awards, JROTC 0.00 0.00 

Emergency Fund 17.90  Emergency Fund 100.00 110.00 

Church 150.00  Church ($ 25 per night) 275.00 300.00 

Camp Website 0.00  Camp Website 151.00 130.00 

1st Lt. Cmdr Fund 260.00  1st Lt Cmdr Fund 275.00  300.00 

Lee – Jackson Banquet 41.53  Lee – Jackson Banquet $ 140.00   $ 125.00 

Unallocated 0.00   1,091.00 $ 1,090.00 

                                               ________                           

Balance $ 414.23  Capitol Reserve $ 601.64   

                                           

Certificate of Deposit, (# 8206011183)         11-01-2021                                01-01-2023 

                                                                        $ 1,705.28  $ 1,712.26     

 

Distribution of CD                                        11-01-2021          01-01-2023 

Capitol Reserve (83.42%)                              $ 1,414.70             $  1,428.37   

MOS & B (16.58%)                                        $    281.18             $    283.89  

        

 Distribution of Assets                                   02-01-2022                     02-01-2022 

Checking Account $ 2,248.26 $ 1,992.14 

Certificate of Deposit 1,705.28    1,712.26 

                                                                         --------------                       ------------- 

 $ 3,953.54                     $ 3,704.40 $ -249.14 

The Delta General — February 2023, Volume 26, Issue 2 
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The following was provided by Dan McCaskill from  an issue of 
the Delta General, February 1998. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Holt Collier is a former slave, Confederate Sharpshooter and 
cavalry soldier, cowboy, and most famous for leading Teddy 
Roosevelt on the Teddy Bear Hunt.  He is buried in Live Oak 
Cemetery in Greenville, MS. 
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Guardians needed  
     Everyone knows the atmosphere in this country where it comes to 
anything Confederate. Last summer we saw how vulnerable our 
Memorials were to the rioters. Sadly, it has spread to the cemeteries 
the place where the left wants all the Memorials moved. In the past 
few weeks, the Sleeping Lion Memorial to the Confederate dead in 
Oakwood Cemetery in Atlanta, GA has been removed. Our Confed-
erate Dead and our Memorials are at risk to removal and vandalism. 
This why we need Guardians to watch over our Memorials and burial 
sites of our Confederate Dead. Most of our members live in Counties 
with Confederate Memorial Monuments and all live near a cemetery 
where Confederate Dead are buried. The Mississippi Division has the 
MS Division Guardian Program for burial sites where a person adopts 
a burial site or several sites and watches over the site ensuring it is 
properly cared for. The Division now has the MS Division Monument 
Guardian Program. With this program, a person signs up to keep 
watch on a Memorial. There is a contact person to report any vandal-
ism and/or threats of removal. If anyone is interested in this program 
please see the attached application and information to find out more 
on the following pages. 
 

National SCV News 
Compatriots: 
 
     The Forrest Homecoming docu-
mentary, covering the reinterment 
of General and Mrs. Nathan Bed-
ford Forrest, was released to the 
public during a red carpet premiere 
at the National Confederate Muse-
um this past Friday. Now that the 
film has been premiered, it is now 
available through the SCV Shop.  
     This DVD, created by the Mat-
thews Film Company, tells the 
complete story of the Forrest's 
grave relocation and includes interviews with key individuals and 
shows original footage from the reinterment services held at the For-
rest Boyhood Home and Historic Elm Springs during September 
2021.  
     The price per DVD is $25 plus processing. At this time, we have a 
strict limit of five DVD's per customer. To order online, follow this link: 
(https://scv.org/product/the-forrest-homecoming-dvd/). To order by 
mail, send a check for $32.75 ($25 plus shipping/processing) to SCV 
Sales, PO BOX 59, Columbia, TN 38402 with "Forrest DVD" in the 
memo line of your check. Thank you for your support!  
 
Adam Southern 
Executive Director  
 

Update to Supplemental Certificate  
processing  

Compatriots:  
Please note that supplemental certificate pricing will go up effective 
immediately to $15.00 for small and $20.00 for large certificates. This 
is because of rising postage costs. Applications already received at 
HQ will be processed at the old pricing. 
Also, please note that supplemental certificates must be approved by 
the camp committee on applications just as if it was a new member 
joining. The ancestor must be verified. Any supplemental application 
sent to HQ with out going through the committee process will be 
returned. Please understand these are historical documents we are 
creating and the information must be correct. 
 
Eric Previti 
National Membership Coordinator 
Sons of Confederate Veterans HQ 
P.O. Box 59 
Columbia, TN 38402-0059 
(800) 380-1896 ext 202 
membership@scv.org 

The Delta General — February 2023, Volume 26, Issue 2 
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The Delta General, Volume 25, Issue  9 
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Mississippi Division News: 
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SCV Chat — Every Monday Night on 
Facebook at 7:00 PM Central me and on 

Thursday Nights at 7:00 PM for Look Around 
the Confedera on 
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Make Your Room Reserva ons Now!  Registra on Info will soon follow! 

The Delta General — February 2023, Volume 26, Issue 2 
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Join the Confederate Legion  

· Individuals and organizations can 
join.  Membership in the Sons of Confederate 
Veterans is not required. 

· Businesses, associations and S.C.V. 
camps can join. 

· An individual member can organize an 
independent Confederate Legion group and 
name it whatever he/she likes. 

· Members are expected to follow moral 
standards, obey the law, and participate in the Southern Victory Campaign. 

· Credit cards and checks are accepted.  Credit card payments can be 
recurring. 

· Payments are tax deductible because the S.C.V. is a 501 (c) (3) entity. 

· Members receive an ID card, certificate, access to support and commu-
nications.  Most of all, you get the satisfaction of knowing you're part of the 
offensive! 
     Dues and donations are used to mount a two-prong offensive that we call 
the Southern Victory Campaign.  It's led by the Heritage operations   Com-
mittee of the Sons of Confederate Veterans.   
     Phase One of the campaign offensive involves direct action by the Herit-
age Operations Committee of the S.C.V.  Prong Two involves direct action 
by individual and group members of the Confederate Legion. 
     Objectives include: 

· Reestablishing public support for the principles of liberty held by the 
founders of the United States and the Confederate States of America. 
Rebuilding respect for the Confederate States of America that preferred to 
leave the Union rather than abandon the principles of liberty like the North-
ern states were doing under Leftist influences of that day and age. 
     For those interested in more information on how you can help “Make 
Dixie Great Again” go to https://www.makedixiegreatagain.com/  

 
Sons of  Confederate Veterans, Inc. on 

Arlington National Cemetery 
The Incivility of  Woke Politics 

     The Sons of Confederate Veterans (SCV), established in 1896, is Ameri-
ca’s oldest veterans’ organization. The SCV is outraged that the federal 
“Naming Commission,” established by Congress in 2021, has now recom-
mended to Congress that the Confederate Memorial located in the Confed-
erate Section of Arlington National Cemetery be removed. A key member of 
the Naming Commission previously published a highly critical book about 
Confederate General Robert E. Lee. This individual is not a neutral member 
of the Commission. His unwarranted vitriol directed toward the South and 
the millions of Southern Americans whose ancestors served honorably in the 
Confederate military has tainted the entire process. 
     The Commission itself fails to recognize that the Confederate Memorial at 
Arlington was sculpted by Moses Jacob Ezekiel, a Jewish American sculp-
tor, and Confederate Veteran. The memorial was dedicated on June 4, 
1914, as part of America’s continued effort to reunify the United States in the 
post-war era. Unfortunately, the Naming Commission has seen fit to recom-
mend its removal and therefore the desecration of this honorable grave 
marker. This is an unmitigated attack on Southerners who have provided, in 
terms of percentage of the country’s total population, more recruits to the 
American military than any other region of the nation. 
     This recommendation is divisive and extreme, and it epitomizes the com-
plete lack of respect for the over 400, Confederate service members, their 
wives, and Confederate civilians buried at Arlington. Further, it will likely 
undermine the security and safety of Confederate memorials in every ceme-
tery in America as well as the graves of Confederate Veterans, who are also 
American veterans, as enacted by Congress in 1958. The Sons of Confeder-
ate Veterans will work diligently to push back against the Naming Commis-
sion and fight against other Machiavellian proposals that continue to divide 
our nation. We urge all patriotic Americans to contact their representatives 
and senators and voice opposition. 
     To find your member of Congress, please see https://www.house.gov/
representatives and https://www.senate.gov/senators/senators-contact.htm.  

 
Jason Boshers 
Commander-in-Chief 
 
Walter D. Kennedy 
Lt. Commander-in-Chief 
 
J. Ronald Kennedy 
Chief of Heritage Operations 
 
H. Edward Phillips, Esq. 
National Public Affairs Officer 
 
Adam Southern 
Executive Director , Sons of Confederate Veterans 
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Blacks Played a Vital Role for Rebs  
by Walter Williams 

Desert News, January 2000 
 

     During our War of 1861, ex-slave Frederick Douglass observed, "There 
are at the present moment, many colored men in the Confederate Army 
doing duty not only as cooks, servants and laborers but as real soldiers, 
having muskets on their shoulders and bullets in their pockets, ready to 
shoot down . . . and do all that soldiers may do to destroy the federal gov-
ernment." 
     Lewis Steiner, a Union Sanitary Commission employee who lived through 
the Confederate occupation of Frederick, Md., said, "Most of the Negroes . . 
. were manifestly an integral portion of the Southern Confederacy Army." 
Erwin L. Jordan's book "Black Confederates and Afro-Yankees in Civil War 
Virginia" cites eyewitness accounts of the Antietam campaign of "armed 
blacks in rebel columns bearing rifles, sabers, and knives and carrying knap-
sacks and haversacks." After the Battle of Seven Pines in June 1862, Union 
soldiers said that "two 
black Confederate regi-
ments not only fought but 
showed no mercy to the 
Yankee dead or wounded 
whom they mutilated, mur-
dered and robbed."In April 
1861, a Petersburg, Va., 
newspaper proposed 
"three cheers for the patri-
otic free Negroes of Lynch-
burg" after 70 blacks of-
fered "to act in whatever 
capacity may be assigned 
to them" in defense of 
Virginia. 
     Erwin L. Jordan cites 
one case where a cap-
tured group of white slave 
owners and blacks were 
offered freedom if they 
would take an oath of 
allegiance to the United 
States. One free black 
indignantly replied, "I can't 
take no such oaf as dat. 
I'm a secesh nigger." A 
slave in the group upon 
learning that his master refused to take the oath said, "I can't take no oath 
dat Massa won't take." A second slave said, "I ain't going out here on no 
dishonorable terms." One of the slave owners took the oath, but his slave, 
who didn't take the oath, returning to Virginia under a flag of truce, ex-
pressed disgust at his master's disloyalty saying, "Massa had no principles." 
     Horace Greeley, in pointing out some differences between the two war-
ring armies said, "For more than two years, Negroes have been extensively 
employed in belligerent operations by the Confederacy. They have been 
embodied and drilled as rebel soldiers and had paraded with white troops at 
a time when this would not have been tolerated in the armies of the Union." 
Gen. Nathan Bedford Forrest had both slaves and freemen serving in units 
under his command. After the war, General Forrest said of the black men 
who served under him "(T)hese boys stayed with me . . . and better Confed-
erates did not live." 
     It was not just Southern generals who owned slaves but Northern gener-
als owned them as well. Gen. Ulysses Grant's slaves had to await the 13th 
Amendment for freedom. When asked why he didn't free his slaves earlier, 
Grant said, "Good help is so hard to come by these days." 
     These are but a few examples of the important role that blacks served, 
both as slaves and freemen in the Confederacy during the War Between the 
States. The flap over the Confederate flag is not quite as simple as the na-
tion's race experts make it. They want us to believe the flag is a symbol of 
racism. Yes, racists have used the Confederate flag, but racists have also 
used the Bible and the U.S. flag. Should we get rid of the Bible and lower the 
U.S. flag? 
     Black civil rights activists and their white liberal supporters who are at-
tacking the Confederate flag have committed a deep, despicable dishonor to 
our patriotic black ancestors who marched, fought and died to protect their 
homeland from what they saw as Northern aggression. They don't deserve 
the dishonor. 
Creators Syndicate Inc. 
 

THE VIRGINIA PILOT, A BLACK  
CONFEDERATE  

By Linda McNa    (From the Delta General, February 2009) 
 

     On a gentle knoll surrounded by the woods and cotton fields of Skeeter-
town on Saturday, the allegiance and honor of a humble Suffolk farmer was 
compared to that of Civil War General Robert E. Lee. ''I believe that Jason 
Boone gave his service to this cause beÿcause he loved his home and 
loved his neighbors,'' said F. Lee Hart IV, commander of the Tom Smith 
Camp, Sons of Confederate Veterans. ''He saw this war as an attack on his 
home, and, like Robert E. Lee, he refused to raise his sword against his 
state.''    
     Boone was a landowner, twice married, father of 30 children. For three 
years, beginning in 1862, he served in the 41st Virginia Infantry, Company 
K, Confederate States of America. He was considered a specialist in the 
building of breastworks - a defensive low wall used in battle - or trenches. In 
1924, at the age of 93, he was granted a pension of $ 6 a month, which he 
received until his death at the age of 105. Boone was a free-born black, and 
for what is thought to be the first time for a black Confederate soldier in Vir-
ginia, he was honored on this autumn day with a ceremony and a memorial 
for his courage.  
     Boone's great-granddaughter, Katheryne B. Hamilton, who was born in 
Suffolk and now lives in Portsmouth, brought the event together. But not 
without some misgivings, she said. ''When I first started thinking about it, 
some of my family members said, 'Definitely not,' '' Hamilton said. ''But I 
have always been so proud of Jason Boone. He was independent. He was a 
landowner. He was the father of 30 children, married to the mothers of them 
all. He worked hard and raised those children.'' And, when the Civil War 
broke out in April 1861, Boone was living on his farm in Skeetertown, a 
mixed neighborhood of free blacks and white landowners. Boone's farm 
remained in family hands until 1981. “'When his neighbors were going to 
war, these were men he hunted with, fished with, worked with,'' she said. ''I 
believe he did what he felt he had to do. What do I have not to be proud of?'' 
Hamilton was searching for her family roots more than a year ago when she 
read a newspaper article about Hart's efforts to preserve Suffolk's historic 
Cedar Hill Cemetery. She called to tell him that her great-grandfather served 
with the South. ''He asked me if my great-grandfather had a headstone,'' 
Hamilton said. ''At that time, I didn't even know where he was buried.'' When 
she found his grave in Landa Cemetery, near the Suffolk Airport, she con-
tacted Hart again, and that's when he offered a monument for her grandfa-
ther's grave. After months of preparation, about 100 people - blacks as well 
as whites, all with a shared heritage - came together to honor a soldier of the 
Confederacy.  
     ''I am a historian, and today, history is being made,'' said Edward C. 
Smith, a history professor at American University in Washington, who spoke 
at the ceremony. ''I can't imagine the times that this man heard, 'Jason, 
you're fighting on the wrong side.' Why would a black Southerner, especially 
a Virginian, fight for the Confederacy?'' Smith has made black history in 
America his lifelong work and has written several books on the subject. Slav-
ery, he said, was an important part of the Civil War, but it did not start it. 
Slavery, in fact, was not abolished in the nation's capital until April 1862, a 
year after the war started. ''History is not what we want the past to be,'' he 
said. ''History is what the past was. We read into the past prejudices of the 
present. Why would Mr. Boone fight for the South? He was a Southern patri-
ot.'' Smith called Saturday's event the fulfillment of the dream that Martin 
Luther King Jr. longed for. ''You see it, right here, today,'' he said. And he 
called Hamilton a hero in her own right. “I never thought I would see this,'' he 
said, after a cannon salute to Boone and after ''Taps'' was played. ''It's not 
that blacks today don't know this part of their history, but they don't respect 
it. Mrs. Hamilton has turned a corner.''  
     Boone, Hamilton said, was descended from Joe Skeeter, an English land 
surveyor who setÿtled Skeetertown, near the Dismal Swamp. Apparently 
Skeeter had two interracial marriages. His daughter, Patsy, was Jason's 
mother.Hamilton said that, today, Skeeter's descendants live both as black 
and white. ''I'm black, and I'm proud of it,'' she said. ''But I don't think I'm 
African. How often do any of us see a real African today? I'm an American, 
and I think it's time that we all beÿgin to take pride in our American herit-
age.'' Wiping tears from her eyes on Saturday, with many members of her 
family sitting before her, Hamilton said that she felt Jason Boone was there 
with them, and he would have been proud, too. And in another history-
making gesture, the Sons of Confederate Veterans presented the Confeder-
ate flag - the flag that has stirred such controversy in recent months from 
both a political and racial standpoint - the flag that had been laying through-
out the ceremonies across Jason Boone's grave - to his family. And it was 
accepted.  
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Black Confederate Heroes 
     Black Confederates, Silas Chandler of Mississippi, Dick Poplar from Vir-
ginia, Bill Yopp a native Georgian, and Henry "Dad" Brown of South Caroli-
na, all are known to have “seen the elephant”. Louis Napoleon Winbush of 
Tennessee was among the 43 Black Confederates known to have ridden 
with Nathan Bedford Forrest. These men came from all across the Confed-
eracy, served voluntarily, and participated in United Confederate Veteran 
reunions for many years after the war was ended. 
     Silas Chandler served with Blythe's 44th Mississippi Regiment initially as 
the body servant to his boyhood friend, Andrew Chandler. When Andrew 
was wounded in the upper thigh at the battle of Chickamauga, Silas carried 
Andrew on his back for three miles. Getting onto a train, Silas ensured that 
Andrew was returned to his home in Mississippi. For saving their son’s leg 
and life, the Chandler family gave Silas land after the war. This, however, 
was not his only thanks. Silas Chandler is the only African-American to re-
ceive (posthumously) the Confederate Order of the Iron Cross, which was 
bestowed on him by the United Daughters of the Confederacy. 
     Richard “Dick” Poplar rode with the 13th Virginia cavalry. He was cap-
tured during the Confederate retreat from Gettysburg. Poplar then served 5 
months at Fort Delaware and 14 months in Point Lookout Prison and re-
fused to sign the Oath of Loyalty that would have freed him in the first month 
of his captivity. He survived this hellish prison by practicing his trade as a 
baker. Following his release from Point Lookout, he returned to his home in 
Petersburg, Virginia that had been devastated during the siege in 1865. 
Poplar worked to help re-build the city and was honored for his efforts. When 
he died, the Petersburg . His eulogy, as reported in the newspaper, was: 
"Dick Poplar had been a caterer at the Bollingbrook Hotel in Petersburg, 
Virginia where his cornmeal creations were said to be unequaled. He took 
his culinary genius to war with some Confederate fighting units and was 
captured at Gettysburg. Sent to Point Lookout Prisoner of War Camp, he 
was put under special pressure to desert the Southern Cause and take the 
oath of allegiance to the United States, but he treated oppressors with cold 
contempt. He  declared himself "a Jeff Davis man" and said he didn't care 
who heard him say so. He endured almost twenty months of life in one of the 
three very worst prisoner of war camps of the war, selling his famous pones 
to the other prisoners. He returned to Petersburg after the war, and became 
a celebrated local figure and prospered. Upon his death he was buried with 
full Confederate honors as befitting a loyal Son of the South."  
     Bill Yopp, who enlisted in the Blackshear Guards of the 14th Georgia 
Volunteer Infantry as the company drummer, often said: "I had no inclination 
to go to the Union side, as I did not know the Union soldiers and the Confed-
erate soldiers I did know, and I believed then as now, tried and true friends 
are better than friends you do not know." Marching in front of company as a 
drummer going into battle was not the best place to be. Before the war was 
over, Yopp was wounded three times. Bill was a slave owned by Jeremiah 
Yopp who assigned him to his son, Thomas. Bill later said that he followed 
Thomas like "Mary's little lamb." The two instantly became friends. They 
fished, hunted, and played together. Bill's childhood, while stifled by slavery, 
was molded by education and religion within the plantation, which included 
regular church services. Bill worked as a train porter in Albany, NY after the 
war, but returned home and found his friend Captain Yopp in poverty. Cap-
tain Yopp was about to enter the Confederate Soldier's Home in Atlanta. Bill 
took a job on the Central of Georgia Railroad. During World War I, Bill was 
given a place to live at Camp Wheeler near Macon. He made regular visits 
to the Soldier's Home providing Captain Yopp with some of his money along 
with fruits and other treats. Bill won the admiration of the officers at Camp 
Wheeler, who presented him with a gold watch. Bill's generosity toward 
Capt. Yopp soon spread to all of the soldiers in the home. He enlisted the 
help of the editor of "The Macon Telegraph” for aid in a fund raising cam-
paign. Bill and his friends were able to raise funds for each veteran at Christ-
mas time. The campaign became more successful every year. "The Dublin 
Courier Herald" contributed to the campaign in 1919 when the amount given 
to each veteran was three dollars. Bill took time at each Christmas to speak 
to the veterans in the chapel of the home. The veterans were so impressed 
they presented him a medal in March of 1920. Bill died after the 1933 reun-
ion. He was buried with his fellow soldiers at the Confederate Cemetery in 
Marietta, Georgia. After the body of Amos Rucker was disinterred to be laid 
next to the body of his wife, Bill became the lone African-American soldier of 
the Confederate Army to lie in the cemetery.  
     Louis Napoleon Winbush was recruited as a slave by Nathan Bedford 
Forrest, but fought as a Free Man of Color during the last 18 months of the 
war. He was a Private in the 7th Tennessee Cavalry and fought at Shiloh, 
Lookout Mountain, Brice's Crossing, and Vicksburg. Louis survived the war. 
At Shiloh, he served as a chaplain even though he couldn't read or write, 
which was a position never held by any Afro-Yankee. He loyally and consist-
ently attended 39 United Confederate Veterans reunions; the final one he 
attended was in 1934. A Sons of Confederate Veterans Chapter in Tennes-

see is named after him. When he died, his casket was draped with the Con-
federate flag. His grandson, Nelson Winbush, still actively and proudly 
speaks about his ancestor’s service during the war and the lessons he 
learned sitting on his grandfather’s knee.  
     Charles Hicks was born in 1838 and was a slave in the household of 
James H. Hicks, Sr., of Wrightsville when the Civil War began. He went with 
Lt. James H. Hicks, Jr., into the 14th Georgia Infantry Regiment and was 
sent home in 1864 just in time to face the forces of Union General William T. 
Sherman in their march through Georgia. In December, 1864, Hicks joined 
the 110th Colored Volunteer Infantry of the Union Army, fighting for the Un-
ion under the alias of Charles Page and was discharged from the Union 
Army in 1866. Charles then returned to Georgia and began farming under 
his real name. Hicks applied for and received a pension as a Union veteran, 
BUT when he attended the seventy-fifth reunion of veterans of the Battle of 
Gettysburg in 1938 he registered as a Confederate.  
     Amos Rucker was born a slave in Elbert County, Georgia. He was a 
servant in the Joseph Rucker household around the Athens, Georgia area. 
Joseph Rucker was the first millionaire in Georgia. He assigned Amos to his 
son Alexander Rucker, known as “Sandy.” When the South was invaded 
Sandy was commissioned as an officer in a Georgia infantry unit. Amos 
never questioned going to war and cared for Sandy as his cook and body 
servant. At one of the early battles Amos was standing next to Sandy near 
the enemy line. A shot was fired from the Yankees that struck one of the 
Confederate soldiers speaking to Sandy. The soldier fell to his death. Amos 
picked up the dead soldier’s gun and started firing back at the Yankees. 
From that moment on he fought shoulder to shoulder with Alexander. The 
respect he earned while doing a soldier's duty would last more than his life 
time. Being a man of character and a good Confederate soldier he joined the 
Confederate Veterans in Atlanta. Amos had a special place at each veterans 
meeting. He called roll from memory including every member by name and 
qualified each person with the word "here" or "dead". He kept track of every 
member in his camp and was known for his wonderful memory. 
     Amos in his later years was interview by a Yankee journalist who ques-
tioned him about being a slave in his younger days and about the Rucker 
family who owned him. He responded in his usual pleasant manner, "The 
Rucker family is my family. My grandchildren play with their grandchildren. 
The Ruckers will give me anything I ask for." Clearly it was not the answer 
and story the journalist was looking to tell. Amos Rucker never missed a 
Confederate Veterans meeting. He felt duty bound to attend, call roll and 
fellowship. Amos felt ill one meeting night and sent his son to the meeting 
with these words, "Send my love to the boys". Amos died that night.....but 
not before he sent those affectionate words to his fellow compatriots with 
whom he fought shoulder to shoulder during the War. Amos Rucker is not 
forgotten by his Confederate compatriots and is buried in Atlanta's South-
view Cemetery; the same cemetery where members of the Martin Luther 
King family are buried, with his wife Martha. His funeral and his pallbearers 
read like the Who's Who list in Atlanta. Funeral services were conducted by 
Clement A. Evans of Atlanta, Confederate General.     
     "Uncle George" Lamb was the body servant of Capt. William H. Dulany, 
Co. D, 17th Va. Infantry. He was born in Fairfax County in 1834 and was a 
Free Man of Color who served throughout the war. His postwar occupation 
was as Blacksmith in the wagon shop of Joseph Cooper at Fairfax Court 
House. George Lamb died on March 19, 1926 at the home of Winfield Run-
ner and is buried in the Jermantowm Cemetery. His obituary appeared in the 
Fairfax Herald (3/26/1926, p. 3). George Lamb is one of six known Black 
Confederates who served with the Confederacy from Fairfax County. The 
others are Edward Chiles, Elijah Cole, Lindsay Ford, Robert M. Gofney, and 
William Lee. Given recent research on Black Confederate pensioners in 
Virginia, the obituaries erroneous assumption that he was the only such 
African-American on the Virginia pension roles in 1926 is interesting and 
indicative of white sentiments at that time.  
Websites:  
Library of Congress Black History Resource Guide - http://
www.lcweb.loc.gov/exhibits/african/intro.html  
Sons of Confederate Veterans, International Headquarters - http://
www.scv.org  
Books:  
Charles Kelly Barrow, et al. Forgotten Confederates: An Anthology About 
Black Southerners (1995)  
Iver Bernstein. The New York Draft Riots (1990)  
Ervin L. Jordan, Jr. Black Confederates and Afro-Yankees in Civil War Vir-
ginia (1995)  
Larry Koger. Black Slaveowners: Free Black Slaveowners in South Carolina, 
1790-1860 (1985, 1995)  
Edward A. Miller, Jr. Gullah Statesman: Robert Smalls - From Slavery to 
Congressman, 1839-1915 (1995)  
Richard Rollins. Black Southerners in Gray (1994)  
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Robert E. Lee: A Modern Character Study 
John M. Taylor, January 30, 2023, blueandgrayeducation.org  

 
     A recent phenomenon involves contemporary perceptions and interpreta-
tions of the character and motives of Robert E. Lee. Having two family mem-
bers who signed the Declaration of Independence, a father who was a Revo-
lutionary War hero, being the only individual to attend West Point and never 
receive a single demerit, and being a 
devout Christian (Episcopalian), Lee is 
often demonized for his allegiance to the 
State of Virginia. Lee considered Virginia 
his “country,” and once his home state 
voted to leave the Union, he felt duty-
bound to follow. 
     Many prominent individuals have ex-
pressed opinions about Lee. Responding 
to an individual questioning why he had a 
picture of Lee in his office, President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower stated: 
     “General Robert E. Lee was, in my 
estimation, one of the supremely gifted 
men produced by our Nation. He believed 
unswervingly in the Constitutional validity 
of his cause which until 1865 was still an 
arguable question in America; he was a 
poised and inspiring leader, true to the 
high trust reposed in him by millions of 
his fellow citizens; he was thoughtful yet demanding of his officers and men, 
forbearing with captured enemies but ingenious, unrelenting and personally 
courageous in battle, and never disheartened by a reverse or obstacle. 
Through all his many trials, he remained selfless almost to a fault and unfail-
ing in his faith in God. Taken altogether, he was noble as a leader and as a 
man, and unsullied as I read the pages of our history. From deep conviction 
… a nation of men of Lee’s caliber would be unconquerable in spirit and 
soul. Indeed, to the degree that present-day American youth will strive to 
emulate his rare qualities, including his devotion to this land as revealed in 
his painstaking efforts to help heal the Nation’s wounds once the bitter strug-
gle was over, we, in our own time of danger in a divided world, will be 
strengthened and our love of freedom sustained.” 
 
 

 
     President Theodore Roosevelt described Lee as “the very greatest of all 
the great captains that the English-speaking peoples have brought forth.” 
Lee’s gracious example in defeat helped to “build the wonderful and mighty 
triumph of our national life, in which all his countrymen, north and south,  
share.” 
     Franklin Delano Roosevelt described Lee as “one of our greatest Ameri-
can Christians and one of our greatest American gentlemen.”  
     President John F. Kennedy said: “Robert E. Lee, a great son of the 
South, a great leader of the South—and I assume no modern-day leader 
would question him or challenge him—Robert E. Lee counseled us well 
when he told us to cast off our animosities and raise our sons to be Ameri-
cans.” 
     Winston Churchill said that “Lee was the noblest American who had ever 
lived and one of the greatest commanders known to the annals of war.” 
     Harry Truman referenced Lee as a “great man.” Truman also gave his 
mother a portrait of Lee and memorized one of Lee’s prayers. 
     President Gerald Ford said: “As a soldier, General Lee left his mark on 
military strategy. As a man, he stood as the symbol of valor and of duty. As 
an educator, he appealed to reason and learning to achieve understanding 
and to build a stronger nation. The course he chose after the war became a 
symbol to all those who had marched with him in the bitter years towards 
Appomattox.” 
     President Jimmy Carter said Lee “was a soldier whose affection for his 
home and family called him to a life of service that often meant hardship, 
loneliness, and long separation from those he loved and even from the Na-
tion which he most loved.” 
     President Ronald Reagan referenced Lee as a "southerner who criticized 
secession and called slavery a great moral wrong” and who “would become 
himself an American legend [.]” 
     Carleton University (Canada) Professor Waller Newell, in his book What 
is a Man, written in 2000, described Lee as “a model gentleman, father, and 
leader of youth in his private and post-war life.” He also described Lee as a 
“warm and loving” but firm father who was “idolized” by his children. The 
students at Washington College echoed this love and respect.  
     As Jack Kerwick noted, in a May 2017 article, attacks on Lee are attacks 
on Christian Western Civilization. Indeed, if Christian gentlemen like Robert 
E. Lee are cast aside, what is the fate of the thousands of individuals who 
pale in comparison?  
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