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Commander’s Comments — Michael Anthony 
     Greetings men and ladies of the Benjamin G Humphreys Camp and the Ella Palmer Chapter of the Order of the Confed-
erate Rose and our friends and followers who read this newsletter. By the time you read this edition of “Commander’s 
Comments” the calendar will tell us it is spring, and I hope the weather will too. Spring is the time of renewal and hope; and 
it is also the time for Confederate Heritage Month. So while we remember our valiant and noble ancestors and the Cause 
for which they fought, we also look forward with hope that Confederate Heritage and History will live forever.  
     April was chosen as the time for all of us to honor and recognize our ancestors. Every year the Benjamin G Humphreys 
Camp pays homage and tribute to our Confederate dead with a Memorial Service at the Confederate Cemetery in Green-
ville. Due to conflicts with the days in April, our Memorial Service will actually be in May: Saturday, May 3 to be exact. On 
that special day, we will not only honor our brave and virtuous ancestors, but we will have the privilege to dedicate a Con-
federate soldier’s headstone. Richard McAtee will finally have the memorial marker he richly deserves. Please come and 
join us for this special Saturday afternoon.  
     Our friend Brother Terry Arthur and his wife Brenda were the Camp’s special guests for our March meeting. Most of you 
know Terry and Brenda, but it must be said that few people Live the Charge as vigorously and with such dedication and 
Terry. Not only in his home Camp, the Calhoun Avengers, but in the Mississippi Division and at Beauvior, Terry puts in 
countless hours defending, protecting, and promoting the good name of the Confederate soldier and the Cause for which 
he fought. Terry is running for First Lieutenant Commander of the Mississippi Division, and his speech focused on the rea-
son he chose to run for this prestigious office this year. He said that all of the members of the Mississippi Division of the 
Sons of Confederate Veterans must contribute their talents and their energy toward the common goals of increasing the 
profile of the Mississippi Divison through expanding its scope of work for the SCV at large. Through personal examples and 
Biblical scripture, he described why the time for divisive personal attacks and fights among the members of the Mississippi 
Division needs to end. He pledged to surround himself with men who have the knowledge, skills, and experience he does 
not have so he can be the most effective servant to the Mississippi Division he can be. His speech was well received with 
hearty applause from the members of the Camp.  
     Like Terry, I too, and running for an office this year; but I am running not for a Division Office, but for a Brigade Office. I 
sincerely believe and value the words of the Charge, and I think that the best way I can Live the Charge at this time in my 
life is to be the First Brigade Councilman for the Mississippi Division. I constantly tell you how it is our responsibility and our 
duty to Live the Charge and to defend, protect, and promote our Confederate ancestor’s good name and the Cause for 
which he fought. I want to learn from other Camps in our Brigade how these men Live the Charge and then use those ide-
as at the Brigade level. I know I have a lot to learn about the First Brigade and the Mississippi Division. I appreciate your 
faith and confidence in me and your vote. I promise to do my best to learn and improve your experience at a member of a 
First Brigade Camp in the Mississippi Division.  
     Former Camp member Zack Kiker attended our meeting with his beautiful and charming daughter Bonnie. It was my 
first time meeting Zack, though he was well known to the other members of the Camp. Zack recently moved back to the 
area after a time living in Arkansas. He would like to rejoin the Camp and we are very excited to have him back. Welcome 
home Zack and Bonnie!  
     Remember it is your duty to Live the Charge every day the best way you can. It is your responsibility as the Son of a 
Confederate Veteran to defend, protect, and promote Confederate Heritage and History. Nobody else will do it for you.  
 

Guest Speaker for April 12, 2025  

Past MS Division Commander Alan Palmer will Give a Trivia on Shiloh 
     Past Mississippi Division Commander, and Camp member, Alan Palmer will be our speaker for April.  He will be giving 
one of his famous Trivia Quizzes on the Battle of Shiloh.  He asks member to study up on the week before the battle, the 
battle, and the week after for this quiz. 
 

Adjutant’s Report —  March 8, 2025 Minutes — Dan McCaskill 
 

Call to Order: At 6:00 PM CDT by Commander Michael Anthony 
Opening Prayer and Blessing: Camp Chaplain Earl McCown 
Pledge and Salutes: Camp Color Sergeant Earl Allen, Jr. 
Reading of The Charge: Camp Color Sergeant Earl Allen, Jr. 
 
     Commander Michael Anthony welcomed everyone to our monthly Camp Meeting. Checking with the ladies and learning 
the evening meal was not quite ready, Commander Anthony moved on to Officer Reports. 
     Officer Reports: Commander: After Officer Reports were given, Commander Anthony stated he was disappointed in the 
level of participation of members in the Division Billboard Project. We are in a cultural war against those who want to wipe 
out our Confederate Heritage. The ammunition for this war is money. Each member can Live The Charge by supporting 
projects like the billboard project, purchasing headstones and any other Heritage related project. This can be easily done 
by contributing. 1st Lt. Commander Larry McCluney was absent. Adjutant Dan McCaskill reported that the $500 the Camp 
pledged for the Division Heritage Billboard was given to the division Adjutant at the Executive Council Meeting on February 
22, 2025, and that only five Camp members contributed to the project. Because excess money was raised from member 
donations and from donations at the Greenville Gun Show, the $200 from the Heritage Defense Fund was replaced and 
other excess monies were put in the Confederate Headstone Fund. The only funds spent from the budget since the last 
meeting was $14.60 for stamps. The checking account balance stands at $2,329.39 including all funds. Newsletter: Dan 
McCaskill reported that when emailing the link to the newsletter to members, all those who had Bellsouth accounts, five 
emails bounced. Two members have submitted substitute accounts. Solutions for the others are being explored. MOSB: 
Commander Earl McCown reported he attended the MS Society Annual Meeting in Corinth along with Chapter Adjutant 
Dan McCaskill. The Society Meeting was well attended with several National Society Officers present. The Society induct-
ed its 100th member at the meeting. MS Society Commander Stan Howell and Society Adjutant Mike Moore presented 
awards. The Chapter garnered one National award and two Society awards. Earl McCown and Dan McCaskill each re-
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a Society award. The Chapter membership stands at ten with one membership pending and ten Camp members eligible for membership. The OCR: Chap-
ter President Sandra Stillman did not have a report. 
     Camp Business: 1) Dan McCaskill reported that there will be a Celtic Fest the Saturday, March 29th at the J. Z. George Home at North Carrollton and 
asked if the Camp wanted to have a Recruitment Table at the event. During discussion, since this was a first-time event that someone should attend the 
event to determine if it would be worth having a table at future events. 2) Dan McCaskill reported the Tallahatchie Rifles Camp will be conducting a ceme-
tery cleanup at the Sandy Bayou Cemetery west of Drew and if anyone wanted to help would be welcomed. When the time was set, Dan would inform 
members. 3) Past member Zach Kiker attended the meeting and expressed an interest in joining the Camp. To assist past and new members in joining the 
Camp, Dan McCaskill made a motion that the Camp allow proration of Camp dues in the same manner as National and Division. The motion was second-
ed by Earl Allen and passed without objection. 
With no other business coming before the camp, the Business Session was closed. 
     Camp Events and Announcements:  

¨ The Camp will hold its Annual Confederate Memorial Service on Saturday, May 3, 2025, at the UDC Plot in the Greenville Cemetery. The 
Service will start at 2:00 pm, CDT. Our Speaker for the Service will be Camp Chaplain Earl McCown. During the Service, there will be a head-
stone dedication to Richard McAtee by the Honor Guard led by Larry McCluney. Re-enactors are needed for the Honor/Rifle Guard and are 
asked to be at the cemetery no later than 1:30. The Ladies of the OCR Chapter will be providing refreshments. Bring your chairs! There will 
also be a short Camp Meeting after the Service. May 10 will be an alternate date in the event of rain. A reminder will be sent as the event 
draws near. 

¨ The MS Division Memorial Service will be held at Beauvoir, Saturday, April 26, 2025. Times to be announced. 
 

     Program: Our speaker for the evening was MS Division 2nd lt. Commander Terry Arthur. Before getting into his program, Terry announced that he is a 
candidate for the position of Division 1st Lt. Commander. Terry’s subject for his program was “The Sons of Confederate Veterans”. Using Holy Scripture, 
Terry talked about unity even though we are all different. We all have different ideas on how to accomplish a task. One is not necessarily better than the 
other and we should not fight among ourselves but to come together as one. We all have one goal in the SCV and that is to do all things that will honor 
them! 
     With no other business coming before the Camp, Kenneth Ray made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Gator Stillman and the motion passed without 
objection. Attendance for the meeting was 14. Next Camp Meeting will be April 12, 2025. 
     The Camp Meeting was closed with a word of prayer by Camp Chaplain Earl McCown and the singing of Dixie. 
 

Our Confederate Ancestors 
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When We Remember, They Will Not Be Forgotten! 



6 

 6 

 

 

May 3, 2025 

The Camp will hold its Annual Confederate Memorial Service on Saturday, May 3, 2025, at the 
UDC Plot in the Greenville Cemetery. The Service will start at 2:00 pm, CDT. Our Speaker for 
the Service will be Camp Chaplain Earl McCown. During the Service, there will be a headstone 
dedication to Richard McAtee by the Honor Guard led by Larry McCluney. Re-enactors are 
needed for the Honor/Rifle Guard and are asked to be at the cemetery no later than 1:30. The 
Ladies of the OCR Chapter will be providing refreshments. Bring your chairs! There will also be 
a short Camp Meeting after the Service. May 10 will be an alternate date in the event of rain. A 
reminder will be sent as the event draws near. 
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The Chaplian’s Pen — Earl McCown 
“But know that the LORD has set apart for Himself him 

who is godly: the LORD will hear when I call to Him.” 
Psalm 4:3 

 
    No one is more precious in the LORD’s sight than a 
godly person. God is pleased whenever He finds 
someone who strives to live a righteous life and bring 
glory to Him. God sets such people apart in a special 
place in His heart. They are always kept before Him, 
and He stands ready to respond to their faintest cries 
for help. 
    Sin separates us from God, causing Him to close 
His ears to our praying. It is futile for us to pray when we are knowingly 
practicing sin. But the opposite is also true. God chooses to honor us by 
listening to our every cry when we are living a godly life. An abiding secu-
rity comes with living a blameless life. The righteous person never has to 
wonder whether God has listened to his prayer. (1 John 5:14-15). The 
godly person has confidence that God has indeed heard her prayer and 
will immediately respond in all of His power. 
    It is exhilarating to be set apart by God, knowing that God observes 
your consecrated life, and is pleased with what He sees. What a tremen-
dous privilege to know that your life holds a special place in God’s heart! 
The world may not accord any special status to ypu, but you will know that 
you are cherished by God. The world continues to find new ways to honor 
people, but even the world’s most extravagant accolades are pitiful com-
pared to the unfathomable blessing of holding place in the heart of God. 

 

Mississippi Division News 
2025 Mississippi Division Reunion 

Pickwick Landing, TN   June 6-8, 2025 
 

 

Compatriots of the Mississippi Division SCV and Ladies of the Mississippi 
Society OCR, 
     We are honored to invite you to the 2025 Mississippi Division Annual 
Reunion, hosted by Col. William P. Rogers Camp 321. The Reunion will 
be held on June 6-8, 2025, at the Lodge at Pickwick Landing State Park, 
Pickwick Landing, TN. 
     Our Annual Reunion serves as a gathering of our compatriots, families, 
and friends. It is a time when we come together to transact the business 
of our organization but also as a time to celebrate our shared honorable 
heritage, reflect on our achievements from the past year, and envision the 
future of our organizations. Please make plans to join us for a memorable 
weekend. 
     Our host hotel is the Lodge at Pickwick Landing, located on the banks 
of the Tennessee River in Pickwick Landing, TN. The Lodge offers 119 
rooms, all of which directly face the Tennessee River, as well as a great 
restaurant and bar. Room Rates are $155.00 a night. Please use Group 
Code 8244 to receive this room rate when booking. 
     Pickwick is close to many sites of the War for Southern Independence: 
the battlefields of Shiloh, Brice's Crossroads, Corinth, and Davis Bridge. 
The state park also offers some amazing fishing and golfing. 
Registration is now open, and we encourage you to secure your spot at 
the reunion at your earliest convenience. Please take advantage of our 
early registration rates. 
     If you have any questions or need assis-
tance, please do not hesitate to reach out to the 
Reunion Planning Committee 
at msdivadjutant@gmail.com. 
     We look forward to seeing you next June at 
Pickwick! 
In the Bonds of the Old South, 
  
Mike Moore, Chairman 
2025 Reunion Host Committee  
 

Commander Michael Anthony Declares for 
1st Brigade Councilman 

 

     To the Members of the First Brigade of the Mississippi Division of the 
Sons of Confederate Veterans; my name is Michael Anthony and I am 
proud to announce my candidacy for First Division Brigade Commander 
for the Mississippi Division. I am a proud resident of Clarksdale and I have 
been a member of the Benjamin G Humphreys Camp for four years, 
where I currently serve as Camp Commander.  
     I am running for Brigade Commander because as the Camp Com-

mander, I am constantly telling my Camp members to Live the Charge; 
and one of my personal mottos is “Be the Change You Want to See in 
Others.” So now is my time to step out of my Camp and step up. I sincere-
ly believe the words of the Charge; trying to “emulate his virtues” every 
day. As a student of my favorite Confederate: General Robert E Lee, I 
model my life after his, carrying within me compassion, empathy, grace, 
honor, and dignity in all I do. I want the Mississippi Division to move for-
ward and move past the personality conflicts of the past. I want our Divi-
sion to be a leader among all divisions of the SCV and show the rest of 
the world how Sons of Confederate Veterans protect, preserve, and pro-
mote the Confederate Soldiers’ good name. All of us share one of God’s 
greatest gifts: we are sons of Confederate soldiers. Men who laid down 
their plows, their axes, their oars, their ledgers, their pulpits to fight for the 
Constitutional Liberty and Freedom given to us by our Revolutionary fore-
fathers. Our Confederate ancestors are true American heroes. Our bond 
should unite us to Live the Charge every day. Whether I personally like 
you or not, I respect your desire to Live the Charge and promote Confed-
erate history and heritage; and I will work with you.  
     Men of the First Division of the Mississippi Division of the Sons of Con-
federate Veterans; I appreciate your vote for Brigade Commander. Your 
trust and faith in me will never be forgotten or dismissed. I will work for 
you because we all will work together to Live the Charge. Thank you.  

Friends of  Beauvior  
     For as little as $25 annually, you can become a member of the Friends 
of Beauvior. Membership includes tour admission and a 10% discount at 
the Beauvior gift shop. 
 

Bricks for Beauvior  
     Honor your Confederate ancestors while supporting Beauvior. Each 
brick that you purchase will be engraved with your ancesÿtors rank, 
name, unit, and company. The memorial bricks will be laid creating a 
sidewalk from the UDC Arch to the Tomb of the Unknown Confederate 
soldier. For more information on these opportunities, please visit 
www.visitbeauvior.org or contact Beauvior directly at (228) 388-4400  
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SCV National News 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21st Century Confederate Heroes 
 

The National Sons of Confederate Veterans welcomes you to the 21st-
Century Confederate Heroes. Your generous donation will serve to re-
member and honor our Confederate Heroes and our beloved Southland. 
The program comes with many perks.  
1) Flag streamer or Neck Ribbon a. If you submit as an individual, you 

will receive a neck ribbon with a 21st Century Confederate Heroes 
medal on the ribbon. b. If you submitted as a camp, division or or-
ganization, you will receive a 21st Century Confederate Heroes 
streamer for your flag.  

2) Paver – a paver placed on the Walkway of Confederate Heroes from 
the Museum to the Forrest Plaza  

3) Certificate – A certificate documenting for future generations your 
membership as a Confederate Hero  

4) A copy of the hardcover book 21st Century Confederate Heroes with 
a page dedicated to the information provided by you that details the 
individual or camp, etc. you wish to memorialize. Up to three photos 
may be included   

5) Donor recognition in the National Confederate Museum – A Televi-
sion will be placed inside the Museum’s gift shop. This TV will dis-
play PowerPoint slides of the information 21st Century Confederate 
Heroes members provide. It can be you, your family, your ancestor, 
your camp, etc.  

6) A Flag flown from the Forrest Plaza – One of the purposes of the 
21st Century Confederate Heroes is to restore the Forrest Plaza. 
Once the plaza has been rebuilt and the flagpole is placed, every 
month for a year a donor will be drawn to receive the flag flown the 
previous month.  

7) A QR Code on a sign will be placed near the Forrest Plaza identify-
ing all those who donated $1,000 or more to the restoration of the 
Forrest Plaza prior to the 21st Century Confederate Heroes cam-
paign.  

 
Notes:  
Make checks out the Sons of Confederate Veterans and note 21st CCH in 
the memo line of your check.  
For more information contact Commander-in-Chief Walter D. Kennedy at: 
CiC@scv.org  
Or contact National HQ by mail or email:  
SCV, P.O. Box 59, Columbia, TN 38402  
exedir@scv.org  

 

Billboards Across Dixie—April Confederate 
History Month  

 
Lt. C-i-C Anthony (Tony) Griffin is leading the effort to promote the Cause 
during Confederate History Month. Virginia has conducted a billboard 
campaign every April for the past several years. This year, the SCV will 
have billboards across Dixie! For example, every Brigade in Louisiana 
raised enough money to purchase at least one billboard, and two Bri-
gades have multiple billboards! This is happening in numerous Confeder-
ate States and a non-Southern state! Thanks to Lt. C-i-C Griffin for or-
chestrating this South-wide effort, and a special thanks to Division, Bri-
gade, and Camp commanders for working to make this effort a success. 
This is not the first time the National, Division, or Camps have used bill-
boards to get our name and ideas out to the public. It is the first coordinat-
ed South-wide effort. We want folks who drive across Dixie during April to 
see SCV billboards on interstate highways. We also want our elected 
officials to see that the SCV is organized and fighting for our right to cele-
brate our honorable heritage.  
 
Editor’s Note: The Mississippi Division has made arrangements to pur-
chase one of these Billboards for the entire month of April on Interstate 
20 , a high traffic area that is sure to get a lot of attention. 
 

Recruiting for 
the Confeder-

ate Legion 
 
Past C-i-C Jason 
Boshers is sending out 
CL renewals. Keep an 
eye out for your renew-
al. Special thanks to 
Jason for sending out 
renewals and printing 
CL certificates for new 
members. Thanks to 
past C-i-C Chuck McMi-
chael for creating the 
website on our bill-
boards, scv-info-org. 
Good Southern Warri-
ors never retire. Thanks 
to Chief of Heritage 
Promotions Paul Gra-
ham for putting together 
the CL ad on the left. 
We plan to begin run-
ning it in the Confederate Veteran. Also, thanks for taking care of the 
design and production of our new CL Lapel pins. We will begin mailing the 
pins to CL members in April.  

SCV Chat — Every Monday Night on Facebook at 7:00 PM 
Central time and on Thursday Nights at 7:00 PM for Look 
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PRESIDENTIAL EXECITIVE ORDER 
ISSUED RESTORING TRUTH IN 

AMERICAN HISTORY 
 
Today, President Donald J. Trump signed an Executive Order restoring 
truth and sanity to American history by revitalizing key cultural institutions 
and reversing the spread of divisive ideology. 

· President Trump aims to ensure that the Smithsonian is an institution 
that sparks children’s imagination, celebrates American history and inge-
nuity, serves as a symbol to the world of American greatness, and makes 
America proud. 

· The Order directs the Vice President, who is a member of the Smith-
sonian Board of Regents, to work to eliminate improper, divisive, or anti-
American ideology from the Smithsonian and its museums, education and 
research centers, and the National Zoo. 

· The Order directs the Administration to work with Congress to en-
sure that future Smithsonian appropriations: (1) prohibit funding for exhib-
its or programs that degrade shared American values, divide Americans 
by race, or promote ideologies inconsistent with Federal law; and (2) cele-
brate women’s achievements in the American Women’s History Museum 
and do not recognize men as women. 

· The Vice President will work with congressional leaders to appoint 
members to the Smithsonian Board of Regents who are committed to 
advancing the celebration of America’s extraordinary heritage and pro-
gress. 

· The Order also directs the Secretary of the Interior restore Fed-
eral parks, monuments, memorials, statues, markers, or similar 
properties that have been improperly removed or changed in the last 
five years to perpetuate a false revision of history or improperly min-
imize or disparage certain historical figures or events. 

· In preparation for the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declara-
tion of Independence on July 4, 2026, the Order directs the Secretary of 
the Interior to complete restorations and improvements to Independence 
Hall by that date. 
 
COMBATING CORROSIVE IDEOLOGY: In the last decade, Americans 
have witnessed a concerted effort to rewrite American history and force 
our nation to adopt a factually baseless ideology aimed at diminishing 
American achievement. President Trump is fighting back by reestablishing 
truth in the historical narrative and restoring Federal sites dedicated to 
American heritage. 

· The prior administration pushed a divisive ideology that reconstrued 
America’s promotion of liberty as fundamentally flawed, infecting revered 
institutions like the Smithsonian and national parks with false narratives. 

· At Independence National Historical Park in Philadelphia, the Biden 
Administration sponsored training by an organization that advocates for 
dismantling “Western foundations” and that taught Park Rangers that their 
racial identity should dictate how they present history to visitors. 

· The Smithsonian Institution—once revered throughout the world as a 
symbol of American excellence—has recently promoted divisive ideology 
that American and Western values are harmful. 

· The American Art Museum currently features an exhibit that purports 
to address how “sculpture has been a powerful tool in promoting scientific 
racism” and claims that the United States has “used race to establish and 
maintain systems of power, privilege, and disenfranchisement.” 

· The National Museum of African American History and Culture has 
proclaimed that “hard work,” “individualism,” and “the nuclear family” are 
aspects of “White culture.” 

· The American Women’s History Museum plans to celebrate male 
athletes participating in women’s sports. 
 
CELEBRATING AMERICAN GREATNESS: President Trump is commit-
ted to honoring America’s extraordinary heritage and building a sense of 
national pride. 

· President Trump signed an Executive Order on his first day in office 
to establish a task force to prepare for America’s 250th birthday. 

· This Order also protects America’s monuments from vandalism and 
calls for construction of the National Garden of American Heroes. 

· President Trump signed a memorandum ensuring Federal buildings 
reflect the timeless grandeur of traditional, classical architecture. 
By signing this Executive Order, President Trump is ensuring that Ameri-
can history is celebrated accurately, fairly, and with pride—honoring the 
remarkable progress, liberty, and ingenuity that define our great nation. 

Confederate Monument at Arlington National Cemetery in the 
Confederate Section Removed by the Biden Administration's 

Name Changing Committee 
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THE FIRING ON FORT SUMTER, CHARLESTON, S.C. – APRIL 12, 1861  
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